KILLING MR GRIFFIN STUDY GUIDE

KILLING MR. GRIFFIN IS A NOVEL WRITTEN BY LOIS DUNCAN, FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1978. THIS GRIPPING PSYCHOLOGICAL
THRILLER EXPLORES THE THEMES OF TEENAGE REBELLION, THE CONSEQUENCES OF ACTIONS, AND THE INTRICATE DYNAMICS OF
POWER AND CONTROL. AS READERS DELVE INTO THE STORY, THEY ENCOUNTER A GROUP OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO FIND
THEMSELVES ENTANGLED IN A DARK PLOT THAT LEADS TO TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES. THIS STUDY GUIDE WILL PROVIDE AN
OVERVIEW OF THE NOVEL, CHARACTER ANALYSES, THEMES, AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING AND
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE TEXT.

SUMMARY OF THE NOVEL

KILLING MR. GRIFFIN CENTERS AROUND THE STORY OF A DEDICATED BUT STRICT HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER, MR. GRIFFIN, WHO IS
OFTEN SEEN AS A TYRANT BY HIS STUDENTS. THE NARRATIVE BEGINS WITH A GROUP OF STUDENTS_SUSAN, MARK, DAVID, AND
BETSY—WHO ARE FED UP WITH MR. GRIFFIN'S HARSH TEACHING METHODS. THEIR FRUSTRATION CULMINATES IN A PLAN TO
SCARE HIM, BUT THINGS TAKE A DEADLY TURN WHEN THE SITUATION SPIRALS OUT OF CONTROL.

THE PLOT UNFOLDS AS FOLLOWS:
1. INTRODUCTION OF CHARACTERS: THE FOUR MAIN STUDENTS ARE INTRODUCED, ALONGSIDE MR. GRIFFIN. EACH STUDENT
HAS THEIR OWN REASONS FOR DISLIKING HIM.

2. THe PLAN: THE GROUP DECIDES TO KIDNAP MR. GRIFFIN TO TEACH HIM A LESSON, INTENDING TO SCARE HIM INTO BEING
NICER.

3. CONSEQUENCES: THE PLAN GOES AWRY, LEADING TO MR. GRIFFIN'S DEATH, WHICH SETS OFF A CHAIN OF EVENTS THAT
DRASTICALLY CHANGES THEIR LIVES.

4. EMOTIONAL TURMOIL: THE STUDENTS GRAPPLE WITH GUILT, FEAR, AND THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR ACTIONS.

5. ReESOLUTION: THE STORY CONCLUDES WITH THE AFTERMATH OF THEIR CHOICES AND THE IMPACT ON THEIR FUTURES.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

UNDERSTANDING THE CHARACTERS IN KILLING MR. GRIFFIN IS CRUCIAL TO GRASPING THE NOVEL'S THEMES AND MORAL DILEMMAS.

MR. GRIFFIN

MR. GRIFFIN IS PORTRAYED AS A STRICT, NO-NONSENSE TEACHER WHO DEMANDS RESPECT AND DILIGENCE FROM HIS STUDENTS.
W/HILE HIS TEACHING METHODS MAY BE HARSH, THEY STEM FROM A GENUINE DESIRE TO EDUCATE AND CHALLENGE HIS STUDENTS.
His CHARACTER SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR THE EVENTS THAT UNFOLD, REPRESENTING THE ADULT AUTHORITY FIGURE THAT
THE TEENAGERS REBEL AGAINST.

SusAN McCoNNELL

SUSAN IS ONE OF THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS, CHARACTERIZED BY HER SENSITIVITY AND MORAL COMPASS. |NITIALLY/ SHE IS
HESITANT ABOUT THE PLAN TO SCARE MR. GRIFFIN, BUT SHE ULTIMATELY GETS DRAWN INTO THE GROUP’S DYNAMICS. HER
INTERNAL STRUGGLE HIGHLIGHTS THE CONFLICT BETWEEN PEER PRESSURE AND PERSONAL ETHICS.



MARK KINNEY

MARK IS THE INSTIGATOR OF THE PLAN AND EMBODIES THE REBELLIOUS SPIRIT OF THE GROUP. HIS MOTIVATIONS ARE ROOTED IN
A DESIRE FOR POWER AND CONTROL, MAKING HIM A COMPLEX CHARACTER WHO NAVIGATES THE FINE LINE BETWEEN LEADERSHIP
AND MANIPULATION.

DAvVID RUGGLES

DAVID IS PORTRAYED AS THE MORE PASSIVE MEMBER OF THE GROUP, OFTEN GOING ALONG WITH MARK’S PLANS DESPITE HIS
RESERVATIONS. HIS CHARACTER ILLUSTRATES THE THEME OF COMPLICITY AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF INACTION DURING
CRITICAL MOMENTS.

BeTsy CLINE

BETSY PROVIDES A CONTRASTING PERSPECTIVE, AS SHE IS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FALLOUT OF THEIR
ACTIONS. HER CHARACTER EMPHASIZES THE THEME OF FEAR AND THE STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN INNOCENCE AMIDST CHAOS.

THEMES

KILLING MR. GRIFFIN IS RICH WITH THEMES THAT PROVOKE THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION. SOME OF THE MOST PROMINENT THEMES
INCLUDE!:

REBELLION AND AUTHORITY

THE NOVEL EXPLORES THE TENSION BETWEEN TEENAGERS AND AUTHORITY FIGURES. MR. GRIFFIN REPRESENTS THE RIGID
STRUCTURE OF EDUCATION, WHILE THE STUDENTS EMBODY THE DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY AND FREEDOM. THIS CONFLICT RAISES
QUESTIONS ABOUT RESPECT, DISCIPLINE, AND THE ROLE OF TEACHERS IN SHAPING YOUNG MINDS.

CONSEQUENCES OF ACTIONS

A CENTRAL THEME IS THE IDEA THAT ACTIONS HAVE REPERCUSSIONS. THE INITIAL PLAN TO SCARE MR. GRIFFIN LEADS TO
UNINTENDED AND TRAGIC RESULTS, PROMPTING READERS TO CONSIDER THE WEIGHT OF THEIR DECISIONS AND THE POTENTIAL FOR
UNFORESEEN OUTCOMES.

MorAL DILEMMAS

THE CHARACTERS FACE SIGNIFICANT MORAL DILEMMAS THROUGHOUT THE STORY. READERS ARE INVITED TO PONDER QUESTIONS
OF RIGHT AND WRONG, LOYALTY, AND THE ETHICS OF REVENGE. EACH CHARACTER'S CHOICES REFLECT THEIR VALUES AND THE
COMPLEXITY OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR.

FRIENDSHIP AND BETRAYAL

THE DYNAMICS OF FRIENDSHIP ARE TESTED AS THE CHARACTERS NAVIGATE THE AFTERMATH OF THEIR ACTIONS. TRUST AND
LOYALTY ARE PUT TO THE TEST, REVEALING HOW QUICKLY RELATIONSHIPS CAN FRACTURE UNDER PRESSURE.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

TO FACILITATE DEEPER ENGAGEMENT WITH THE TEXT, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS!



1. How DO THE CHARACTERS' BACKGROUNDS INFLUENCE THEIR MOTIVATIONS FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE PLAN AGAINST MR.
GRIFFIN?

2. WHAT ROLE DOES PEER PRESSURE PLAY IN THE DECISIONS MADE BY THE CHARACTERS?

3. IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE NOVEL CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL VIEWS OF AUTHORITY FIGURES IN EDUCATION?

4. \W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE “KILLING MR. GRIFFIN? HOW DOES IT RELATE TO THE THEMES OF THE NOVEL?
5. How DO THE CHARACTERS EVOLVE THROUGHOUT THE STORY, AND WHAT LESSONS DO THEY LEARN BY THE END?

6. WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE NOVEL'S ENDING? DO YOU THINK THE CHARACTERS WILL BE ABLE TO MOVE ON FROM
THEIR ACTIONS?

CoNcLUSION

KILLING MR. GRIFFIN IS A THOUGHT-PROVOKING NOVEL THAT DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF TEENAGE LIFE, AUTHORITY, AND
THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHOICES. THROUGH ITS WELL-DEVELOPED CHARACTERS AND GRIPPING PLOT, Lols DUNCAN CRAFTS A
NARRATIVE THAT RESONATES WITH READERS, PROMPTING REFLECTION ON MORAL DILEMMAS AND THE NATURE OF REBELLION. THis
STUDY GUIDE SERVES AS A RESOURCE FOR READERS TO ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH THE TEXT, SPARKING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
ITS THEMES AND CHARACTERS. AS THE STORY UNFOLDS, IT LEAVES A LASTING IMPRESSION ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF
UNDERSTANDING THE WEIGHT OF ONE'S ACTIONS AND THE INTRICATE WEB OF RELATIONSHIPS THAT DEFINE OUR LIVES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF ‘KILLING MR. GRIFFIN'?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF 'KILLING MR. GRIFFIN' REVOLVES AROUND THE CONSEQUENCES OF ACTIONS, THE MORAL DILEMMAS OF
RIGHT AND WRONG, AND THE IMPACT OF PEER PRESSURE ON YOUNG INDIVIDUALS.

\WHO ARE THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN 'KILLING MR. GRIFFIN'?

THE MAIN CHARACTERS INCLUDE SUSAN MCCONNELL, A SHY AND ACADEMICALLY-DRIVEN STUDENT;, MR. GRIFFIN, THE STRICT
ENGLISH TEACHER; AND A GROUP OF STUDENTS INCLUDING MARK, DAVE, ANDJENNIFER WHO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE PLOT.

\WHAT INCITING INCIDENT SETS THE PLOT OF 'KILLING MR. GRIFFIN IN MOTION?

THE PLOT IS SET IN MOTION WHEN A GROUP OF STUDENTS, FRUSTRATED WITH MR. GRIFFIN'S STRICT TEACHING METHODS,
DECIDES TO KIDNAP HIM AS A PRANK, WHICH ESCALATES INTO A TRAGIC SITUATION.

How DOES THE CHARACTER OF MR. GRIFFIN CONTRIBUTE TO THE STORY?

MR. GRIFFIN SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR THE STORY'S EVENTS; HIS STRICT DEMEANOR AND HIGH EXPECTATIONS CREATE
TENSION AMONG STUDENTS, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO THE DRASTIC ACTIONS TAKEN AGAINST HIM.

\WHAT ROLE DOES PEER PRESSURE PLAY IN THE DECISIONS MADE BY THE CHARACTERS?

PEER PRESSURE IS A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN ‘KILLING MR. GRIFFIN,, INFLUENCING THE CHARACTERS TO ENGAGE IN RECKLESS
BEHAVIOR AND COMPELLING THEM TO CONFORM TO THE GROUP'S DECISIONS, DESPITE THEIR PERSONAL RESERVATIONS.

How DOES THE NARRATIVE EXPLORE THE CONCEPT OF GUILT?

THE NARRATIVE DELVES INTO GUILT AS CHARACTERS GRAPPLE WITH THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR ACTIONS, LEADING TO
INTERNAL CONFLICTS AND MORAL QUESTIONING THAT AFFECT THEIR RELATIONSHIPS AND SENSE OF SELF.



\WHAT LESSONS CAN READERS LEARN FROM 'KILLING MR. GRIFFIN'?

READERS CAN LEARN ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCOUNTABILITY, THE IMPACT OF CHOICES, AND THE POTENTIAL DANGERS OF
SUCCUMBING TO PEER PRESSURE, AS WELL AS THE VALUE OF EMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING IN RELATIONSHIPS.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE SETTING INFLUENCE THE STORY'S EVENTS?

THE SETTING, PRIMARILY WITHIN A HIGH SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT, AMPLIFIES THE THEMES OF ADOLESCENCE, AUTHORITY, AND
REBELLION, ILLUSTRATING HOW THE CHARACTERS' SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND PRESSURES SHAPE THEIR ACTIONS.

\WHAT IS THE RESOLUTION OF ‘KILLING MR. GRIFFIN'?

THE RESOLUTION INVOLVES THE CHARACTERS FACING THE AFTERMATH OF THEIR ACTIONS, DEALING WITH THE CONSEQUENCES OF
THE KIDNAPPING, AND ULTIMATELY LEADING TO A PROFOUND TRANSFORMATION IN THEIR PERSPECTIVES ON MORALITY AND
RESPONSIBILITY.
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