king james version ten commandments

king james version ten commandments represent one of the most significant sets of biblical
laws, foundational to Judeo-Christian ethics and morality. These commandments, as presented in the
King James Version (K]V) of the Bible, articulate divine principles given by God to Moses on Mount
Sinai. They have influenced legal systems, religious teachings, and moral frameworks throughout
history. Understanding the King James Version Ten Commandments involves exploring their
scriptural text, historical context, and theological significance. This article delves into the exact
wording found in the KJV, examines each commandment in detail, and highlights their continuing
relevance in modern religious practice and ethical discussions. Additionally, the article provides
insights into the linguistic style and translation nuances of the King James Bible that shape the
presentation of the Ten Commandments. The following sections outline these key areas for
comprehensive study.

e The King James Version and Its Historical Context

e Text of the Ten Commandments in the King James Version
¢ Detailed Analysis of Each Commandment

e Theological and Ethical Significance

e Impact of the King James Version Ten Commandments on Society

The King James Version and Its Historical Context

The King James Version, first published in 1611, is one of the most influential English translations of
the Bible. Commissioned by King James I of England, it was intended to unify religious practice and
provide an authoritative scripture for English-speaking Protestants. The translators sought to create
a text that was both majestic in language and faithful to the original Hebrew and Greek manuscripts.
The King James Version Ten Commandments are derived primarily from the books of Exodus
(Chapter 20) and Deuteronomy (Chapter 5), where the laws given to Moses are recorded. The KJV’s
distinctive Early Modern English style has contributed to its lasting impact on religious tradition and
literature. Understanding this historical background helps clarify why the phrasing and wording of
the Ten Commandments in the KJV remain a key reference point in religious studies and ethical
discourse.

Text of the Ten Commandments in the King James
Version

The Ten Commandments appear in two main passages in the King James Bible: Exodus 20:1-17 and
Deuteronomy 5:4-21. Both passages contain the same core commandments, though with slight
variations in wording. Below is the text as found in Exodus 20:1-17, the primary source for the King



James Version Ten Commandments:

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain.
4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

5. Honour thy father and thy mother.

6. Thou shalt not kill.

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

8. Thou shalt not steal.

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

10. Thou shalt not covet.

This list reflects the original language and structure preserved in the King James Version,
emphasizing the moral and spiritual duties prescribed by God.

Detailed Analysis of Each Commandment

First Commandment: No Other Gods

The first commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me," establishes monotheism as the
foundational belief. It demands exclusive worship of the one true God, rejecting idolatry and
polytheistic practices common in the ancient world. This commandment underscores the unique
sovereignty of God in the religious life of the believer.

Second Commandment: No Graven Images

This commandment forbids the creation and worship of idols or images representing God. It
emphasizes the transcendence of God beyond physical representation and prohibits practices that
might lead to spiritual corruption or misdirected worship.

Third Commandment: Not Taking God's Name in Vain

The prohibition against taking the Lord’s name in vain protects the sanctity of God's name. It forbids
irreverent or careless use of God’s name, which would diminish its holiness and authority.



Fourth Commandment: Remember the Sabbath

This commandment instructs the observance of the Sabbath day as holy rest, commemorating God's
rest after creation. It promotes a rhythm of work and rest, encouraging spiritual reflection and
dedication to God.

Fifth Commandment: Honor Thy Parents

Respect and obedience toward one’s father and mother are commanded here. This establishes the
family as a key social institution and foundation for societal stability and moral upbringing.

Sixth Commandment: Thou Shalt Not Kill

This commandment forbids unlawful killing, affirming the sanctity of human life. It serves as a basis
for laws against murder and violence, promoting peace and justice.

Seventh Commandment: Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery

Faithfulness in marriage is mandated to protect the sanctity of the marital relationship and family
integrity. Adultery is seen as a breach of trust and moral order.

Eighth Commandment: Thou Shalt Not Steal

This commandment prohibits taking another person's property without permission. It forms the
ethical basis for respecting others' rights and possessions.

Ninth Commandment: Thou Shalt Not Bear False Witness

Honesty and truthfulness are required, particularly in legal and social contexts. Bearing false
witness undermines justice and damages community trust.

Tenth Commandment: Thou Shalt Not Covet

This commandment addresses the internal attitude of desire for others' possessions or relationships.
It promotes contentment and guards against envy and greed, which can lead to other sins.

Theological and Ethical Significance

The King James Version Ten Commandments represent divine moral law, serving as a covenant
between God and His people. Theologically, they express God’s will for righteous living and social
harmony. Their ethical significance extends beyond religious observance; they influence concepts of
justice, human dignity, and community responsibility. The commandments function as a moral



compass, guiding believers in their relationship with God and with one another. The distinct
language of the KJV enhances the solemnity and authority of these laws, reinforcing their role in
shaping moral consciousness throughout history.

Impact of the King James Version Ten Commandments
on Society

The influence of the King James Version Ten Commandments is evident in various aspects of
Western culture and legal systems. They have been foundational to the development of ethical
codes, laws, and social norms. Many constitutions and legal frameworks reflect principles derived
from these commandments, such as prohibitions against murder, theft, and perjury. In religious
communities, the KJV Ten Commandments continue to be memorized, taught, and displayed in
places of worship, symbolizing covenantal faithfulness and moral accountability. Their enduring
legacy is also seen in literature, art, and public discourse, where they serve as a benchmark for
evaluating right and wrong.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Ten Commandments according to the King
James Version?

The Ten Commandments in the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible are a set of moral laws given
by God to Moses on Mount Sinai, found in Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:4-21. They include
commands such as 'Thou shalt have no other gods before me,' "Thou shalt not kill,' and 'Thou shalt
not steal.'

Where can I find the Ten Commandments in the King James
Version Bible?

The Ten Commandments can be found in the King James Version Bible primarily in two places:
Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:4-21.

How does the King James Version translate the commandment
about keeping the Sabbath?

In the King James Version, the commandment about the Sabbath is stated as: 'Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is
the sabbath of the Lord thy God...' (Exodus 20:8-10). This emphasizes resting on the seventh day as a
holy day dedicated to God.

Are there any differences in the wording of the Ten



Commandments between the King James Version and other
Bible translations?

Yes, the King James Version uses archaic English phrasing like 'Thou shalt not kill' and "Thou shalt
not covet,' which differs from modern translations that may say 'You shall not murder' or 'You shall
not covet.' The meaning remains essentially the same, but the K]V has a more formal and traditional
tone.

Why is the King James Version popular for studying the Ten
Commandments?

The King James Version is popular for studying the Ten Commandments because of its poetic and
formal language, historical significance, and widespread use in English-speaking Christian
traditions. It has influenced religious teachings and is often used in liturgy and memorization.

Additional Resources

1. The Ten Commandments: God's Eternal Law in the King James Version

This book provides a thorough exploration of the Ten Commandments as they appear in the King
James Version of the Bible. It delves into the historical context and theological significance of each
commandment. Readers will gain insight into how these ancient laws continue to influence modern
Christian ethics and morality.

2. Understanding the Ten Commandments Through the King James Bible

A comprehensive guide that breaks down each of the Ten Commandments using the language and
style of the King James Version. The author offers practical applications and reflections for personal
growth and spiritual development. This book is ideal for both new believers and seasoned Christians
seeking a deeper understanding.

3. The King James Version and the Moral Foundation of the Ten Commandments

This scholarly work examines the moral and cultural impact of the Ten Commandments as preserved
in the King James Bible. It discusses the commandments' role in shaping Western legal and ethical
systems. The book also includes commentary on the translation choices unique to the King James
Version.

4. Living by the Ten Commandments: Lessons from the King James Bible

Focusing on daily application, this book encourages readers to incorporate the Ten Commandments
into their lives. Using passages from the King James Version, it highlights the relevance of these
commandments in contemporary society. Inspirational anecdotes and practical advice are included
to foster spiritual discipline.

5. The Ten Commandments in the King James Version: A Devotional Study

Designed as a devotional guide, this book offers daily readings and reflections centered on each
commandment from the King James Bible. It aims to deepen the reader’s relationship with God
through meditation and prayer. Suitable for individual or group study, it emphasizes obedience and
faithfulness.

6. Exploring the Ten Commandments: A King James Version Commentary



This commentary provides verse-by-verse insights into the Ten Commandments as translated in the
King James Version. The author addresses linguistic nuances and theological interpretations that
enrich understanding. It serves as a valuable resource for pastors, teachers, and students of the
Bible.

7. The King James Bible and the Ten Commandments: Historical and Spiritual Perspectives
Combining historical research with spiritual reflection, this book traces the origins and evolution of
the Ten Commandments within the King James Bible tradition. It explores how the commandments
have influenced Christian worship and doctrine over centuries. The work also discusses their
significance in contemporary faith practice.

8. Faith and Obedience: The Ten Commandments in the King James Version

This book emphasizes the relationship between faith and obedience as taught through the Ten
Commandments in the King James Bible. It challenges readers to examine their lives in light of these
divine laws. The author offers encouragement to live a life pleasing to God by adhering to His
commandments.

9. The Ten Commandments: A King James Version Study for Families

A family-friendly resource that introduces children and parents to the Ten Commandments using the
King James Version. The book includes simple explanations, questions for discussion, and activities
to reinforce learning. It aims to nurture faith and moral understanding within the home.
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