kenneth scott latourette a history of
christianity

kenneth scott latourette a history of christianity stands as one of the most influential and
comprehensive works in the study of Christian history. This monumental text offers an in-depth
examination of Christianity’s development from its origins to the modern era. Covering theological,
cultural, and social dimensions, the book serves as an indispensable resource for scholars, students,
and anyone interested in the evolution of Christianity. Its detailed narrative highlights key events,
figures, and movements that shaped the faith and its global impact. This article will explore the
scope and significance of Kenneth Scott Latourette’s work, its historical context, and the enduring
legacy it has left within religious studies. Readers will gain insight into the structure and themes of
the book, along with an overview of its critical contributions to understanding Christian history.
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Overview of Kenneth Scott Latourette and His Work

Kenneth Scott Latourette was a renowned American historian and scholar specializing in the history
of Christianity and missions. Born in 1884, Latourette dedicated much of his academic career to
tracing the expansive narrative of Christianity’s evolution across different continents and cultures.
His expertise extended beyond theological analysis to include social and cultural contexts that
influenced the Christian faith throughout centuries. "A History of Christianity" was first published in
the early 20th century and underwent several revisions, reflecting ongoing scholarship and new
discoveries in Christian history. Latourette’s approach combined rigorous historical methodology
with a broad, ecumenical perspective, making his work accessible to a diverse readership. His
scholarship remains foundational for understanding the multifaceted nature of Christianity’s past
and its interaction with global history.

The Structure and Content of "A History of
Christianity"

"A History of Christianity" is organized into multiple volumes, each covering significant eras and
themes in the Christian tradition. The work spans from the emergence of the early church in the first
century to the transformations in the 20th century, providing a chronological and thematic



exploration. Latourette’s narrative includes detailed accounts of doctrinal developments, church
councils, missionary activities, and the sociopolitical environments that shaped Christianity’s
growth. The book is notable for its comprehensive coverage, integrating Eastern and Western
Christian traditions and highlighting interactions with Judaism, Islam, and secular powers. The
structure aids readers in understanding both continuity and change within the faith’s history.

Volume Breakdown

The multi-volume set is typically divided as follows:

e Early Christianity: From Jesus’ ministry to the establishment of the early church and the
spread of Christianity across the Roman Empire.

e Medieval Christianity: The consolidation of the church’s power, the rise of monasticism, and
the influence of the papacy.

¢ Reformation and Counter-Reformation: The theological disputes and ecclesiastical reforms
that reshaped Western Christianity.

e Modern Christianity: The expansion of Christianity through global missions and the
challenges posed by modernity and secularism.

Key Themes and Historical Periods Covered

Kenneth Scott Latourette’s "A History of Christianity" explores several dominant themes and
historical phases that define the Christian faith’s trajectory. The work goes beyond a mere timeline
to analyze how theological ideas developed in response to historical circumstances. It emphasizes
the dynamic interaction between Christianity and various cultures, political structures, and
intellectual movements.

The Early Church and Apostolic Age

This period covers the foundation of Christian doctrine, the spread of the gospel by the apostles, and
the challenges faced by early believers under Roman rule. Latourette highlights the diversity of early
Christian communities and the gradual establishment of ecclesiastical hierarchy.

The Middle Ages and the Church’s Political Role

Latourette explores the church’s growing influence in medieval Europe, including the role of the
papacy, the Crusades, and the development of scholastic theology. This section also discusses the
tensions between church and state, as well as the impact of monastic orders.



The Reformation and Its Aftermath

The book provides an extensive treatment of the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Counter-
Reformation, and the resulting denominational diversification. Latourette analyzes key figures such
as Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ignatius Loyola, along with doctrinal controversies and the
political upheavals they triggered.

Global Expansion and Modern Challenges

The final sections address Christianity’s missionary movements, its spread to Asia, Africa, and the
Americas, and its adaptation to modern political ideologies and secular trends. Latourette examines
how Christianity engaged with issues like industrialization, colonialism, and the rise of scientific
thought.

Impact and Legacy in Christian Scholarship

Kenneth Scott Latourette’s "A History of Christianity" has had a profound influence on the academic
study of Christian history. It set a high standard for comprehensive research and balanced
interpretation, contributing to the development of church history as a distinct scholarly discipline.
The work’s ecumenical approach helped bridge denominational divides by presenting Christianity’s
story as a shared heritage. Additionally, Latourette’s integration of global perspectives expanded the
scope of Christian historiography beyond Eurocentric narratives. His emphasis on primary sources
and careful contextualization continues to inspire historians and theologians worldwide.

Contributions to Mission Studies

Latourette’s detailed treatment of Christian missions has been particularly influential. He
documented the role of missionary enterprises in spreading Christianity and their cultural
implications, shaping subsequent studies in missiology and intercultural theology.

Educational Use and Influence

The book has been widely adopted as a textbook in seminaries, universities, and religious
institutions. Its clear and authoritative style makes it a foundational resource for both introductory
and advanced courses in Christian history.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Importance

Since its publication, "A History of Christianity" has received acclaim for its scholarly rigor,
comprehensive scope, and balanced perspective. Critics praise Latourette’s ability to synthesize vast
amounts of information into a coherent narrative without sacrificing detail. However, some modern
scholars note that later research and new methodologies have led to revisions and expansions
beyond Latourette’s original work. Despite this, his history remains a landmark achievement and a
vital reference for understanding Christianity’s complex past.



Strengths and Limitations

Key strengths of the work include:

e Extensive chronological coverage
 Integration of theological, cultural, and political history
¢ Global perspective on Christianity’s expansion

e Clear, accessible writing style

Limitations identified by some critics involve:

e Occasional Eurocentric emphasis despite global coverage
¢ Less focus on marginalized groups within Christian history

e Need for updated interpretations in light of recent scholarship

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Kenneth Scott Latourette and what is his contribution
to Christian history?

Kenneth Scott Latourette was a prominent historian and scholar known for his extensive work on the
history of Christianity, particularly through his multi-volume work 'A History of Christianity,' which
provides a comprehensive overview of the development of Christianity from its origins to the modern
era.

What is the scope of Latourette's 'A History of Christianity'?

Latourette's 'A History of Christianity' covers the history of the Christian faith from its beginnings in
the first century through the 20th century, exploring theological developments, church history,
missionary movements, and the global expansion of Christianity.

How many volumes are there in Kenneth Scott Latourette's 'A
History of Christianity'?

The original work by Kenneth Scott Latourette was published in multiple volumes, typically three,
although there are various editions that compile these volumes into one or more books.



What makes Latourette's ‘A History of Christianity' distinct
from other Christian histories?

Latourette's work is distinguished by its global perspective, emphasizing Christianity's development
not only in Western Europe but also in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, as well as its detailed
treatment of missionary activities and cross-cultural interactions.

Is 'A History of Christianity' by Latourette still relevant for
modern readers and scholars?

Yes, despite being first published in the early to mid-20th century, Latourette's 'A History of
Christianity' remains a foundational text for understanding the broad sweep of Christian history,
although readers should supplement it with more recent scholarship for contemporary perspectives.

What themes are explored in Latourette's 'A History of
Christianity'?

The book explores themes such as the spread of Christianity, theological developments, church-state
relations, missionary work, denominationalism, and the interaction between Christianity and culture
throughout different historical periods.

Where can one access or purchase Kenneth Scott Latourette's
'A History of Christianity'?

Latourette's 'A History of Christianity' is available in libraries, bookstores, and online retailers such
as Amazon. Digital versions may also be accessible through academic databases or platforms like
Google Books.

How has Kenneth Scott Latourette influenced the study of
Christian missions through his history?

Latourette's detailed coverage of missionary activities highlighted the importance of missions in the
global expansion of Christianity, influencing subsequent scholarship by providing a rich historical
context for understanding the role of missions in church history.

Additional Resources

1. A History of Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years by Diarmaid MacCulloch

This comprehensive volume offers an expansive overview of Christianity from its origins in the
ancient world to contemporary times. MacCulloch explores theological developments, cultural shifts,
and the global spread of the faith with rich detail and scholarly insight. The book is celebrated for its
engaging narrative and balanced perspective on complex historical events.

2. The Story of Christianity, Volume 1: The Early Church to the Reformation by Justo L. Gonzdalez
Gonzalez provides a clear and accessible introduction to the early centuries of Christianity, tracing
its evolution through the Roman Empire, the Middle Ages, and up to the Reformation. His writing



emphasizes both the religious and social contexts that shaped the Christian tradition. This volume is
a popular choice for those beginning to study church history.

3. The Story of Christianity, Volume 2: Reformation to the Present Day by Justo L. Gonzélez
Continuing from the first volume, this book covers the major events and movements from the
Reformation through modern times. Gonzalez discusses denominational developments, missionary
activity, and Christianity’s role in global history. It offers a comprehensive look at the faith’s
adaptation and influence in changing cultural landscapes.

4. A Short History of Christianity by Stephen Tomkins

Tomkins presents a concise yet vivid account of Christianity’s development, making the complex
history approachable for general readers. The book highlights key figures and moments that have
shaped the religion over two millennia. It is praised for its storytelling quality and ability to connect
historical events to contemporary faith.

5. The Early Church by Henry Chadwick

This classic work focuses on the formative centuries of Christianity, exploring theological debates,
church structure, and the relationship between Christianity and the Roman Empire. Chadwick’s
scholarly approach provides deep insights into the early church’s challenges and growth. The book
is essential for understanding the roots of Christian doctrine and practice.

6. Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years by Diarmaid MacCulloch

A detailed and authoritative history that examines Christianity’s origins, expansion, and cultural
impact over three millennia. MacCulloch draws on a wide range of sources to present a nuanced
picture of the faith’s diversity and evolution. This book is often recommended alongside Latourette’s
work for its breadth and depth.

7. Church History in Plain Language by Bruce L. Shelley

Shelley’s accessible narrative covers the major events and figures in Christian history without
sacrificing scholarly detail. Designed for both students and general readers, the book explains
complex theological and historical developments in clear, straightforward language. It serves as a
practical companion for those interested in the broad sweep of church history.

8. A History of the Christian Church by Williston Walker

Walker’s classic text offers a thorough chronological account of Christianity from its inception to the
early 20th century. The book emphasizes doctrinal developments, church councils, and the interplay
between Christianity and broader historical forces. It remains a foundational resource for students
of church history.

9. The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine edited by Colin E. Gunton

This collection of essays by leading theologians provides insight into key doctrines that have shaped
Christian belief throughout history. While not a history book per se, it complements historical
studies like Latourette’s by explaining the theological ideas behind historical movements and
controversies. It is valuable for readers seeking to understand the intellectual context of
Christianity’s development.
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