
kansas city chiefs quarterbacks
history
Kansas City Chiefs quarterbacks history is a fascinating journey that
reflects the evolution of the franchise from its inception in 1960 to its
current status as a powerhouse in the NFL. The Chiefs have had a colorful
array of quarterbacks, each contributing uniquely to the team's identity and
legacy. This article delves into the history of quarterbacks who have donned
the Chiefs jersey, highlighting their achievements, challenges, and the
overall impact they’ve had on the franchise.

Early Years: The 1960s and 1970s

The Kansas City Chiefs were established in 1960 as part of the American
Football League (AFL). During their early years, the quarterback position was
pivotal in shaping the team's competitive edge.

Len Dawson: The AFL Legend

1. Tenure: Len Dawson played for the Chiefs from 1962 to 1975.
2. Achievements:
- Led the team to three AFL Championships (1966, 1969, 1970).
- Won Super Bowl IV, earning the MVP award for his performance.
- Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1987.

Dawson was known for his poise in the pocket and his ability to read
defenses. His leadership and performance helped establish the Chiefs as a
formidable contender in the AFL, and he remains one of the most celebrated
figures in the franchise's history.

Other Quarterbacks of Note in the Early Years

- Mike Livingston (1968-1978): A reliable backup who stepped up during
injuries, Livingston helped guide the team to significant wins.
- Bill Kenney (1979-1988): Kenney brought stability in the 1980s, leading the
team to the playoffs in 1986.

The 1980s and 1990s: Struggles and Changes

The Chiefs faced a series of ups and downs during the late 1980s and



throughout the 1990s, struggling with consistency at the quarterback
position.

Rich Gannon: A Turning Point

1. Tenure: Gannon played for the Chiefs from 1997 to 2000.
2. Achievements:
- Became a Pro Bowl quarterback after leaving the Chiefs and joining the
Oakland Raiders.
- Won the NFL MVP award in 2002.

While Gannon's tenure with the Chiefs was not as illustrious as his later
years, his time in Kansas City laid the groundwork for his development into
one of the league's elite quarterbacks.

Other Notable Quarterbacks in the 1990s

- Steve Bono (1997-1999): Helped lead the team to a playoff berth in 1997.
- Elvis Grbac (2001-2006): Known for his strong arm, Grbac had some success
but struggled to take the team deep into the playoffs.

The 2000s: Rebuilding and New Faces

The early 2000s were marked by a series of attempts to find a franchise
quarterback, a quest that proved challenging for the Chiefs.

Damon Huard: A Steady Presence

1. Tenure: Huard played for the Chiefs from 2006 to 2008.
2. Achievements:
- Posted solid numbers in 2006 and 2007, leading the team to a playoff
appearance in 2006.
- Known for his game management skills and consistency.

Huard provided a level of stability during a transitional period for the
franchise, allowing the Chiefs to rebuild their roster.

Brody Croyle and Tyler Thigpen: The Search Continues

- Brody Croyle (2007-2009): A third-round pick who struggled to find success
as a starter.



- Tyler Thigpen (2008-2009): Showed flashes of potential but was unable to
secure the long-term starting job.

The Chiefs were still searching for a franchise quarterback capable of
leading them back to playoff contention.

The Arrival of Andy Reid and the Quest for a
Franchise Quarterback

In 2013, the Kansas City Chiefs hired head coach Andy Reid, a move that would
significantly alter the trajectory of the franchise, particularly at the
quarterback position.

Alex Smith: The Game Manager

1. Tenure: Smith played for the Chiefs from 2013 to 2017.
2. Achievements:
- Won the AFC West division title in 2016.
- Led the team to multiple playoff appearances.
- Became one of the league's most efficient quarterbacks.

Smith was instrumental in bridging the gap between the past struggles and the
future success of the franchise. His leadership and experience set the stage
for the next generation of quarterbacks in Kansas City.

The Rise of Patrick Mahomes

The most significant chapter in the Kansas City Chiefs quarterbacks history
began in 2017 with the drafting of Patrick Mahomes.

Patrick Mahomes: The Future of the Franchise

1. Tenure: Mahomes has been with the Chiefs since 2017.
2. Achievements:
- Won Super Bowl LIV and LVII, earning Super Bowl MVP honors in both.
- Named NFL MVP in 2018 and 2022.
- Set numerous passing records, including the fastest player to reach 10,000
passing yards.

Mahomes’ unique playing style, combined with his arm strength and ability to
make plays under pressure, has revolutionized the quarterback position in the
NFL. He has quickly established himself as one of the top quarterbacks in the



league and has transformed the Chiefs into perennial Super Bowl contenders.

Impact on the Franchise and Future Prospects

- Team Culture: Mahomes has become the face of the franchise, inspiring a new
generation of fans and players.
- Coaching Philosophy: Under Reid, the Chiefs have embraced an innovative
offensive strategy that maximizes Mahomes’ talents.

The future looks bright for the Chiefs as they continue to build around
Mahomes, solidifying their status as one of the most exciting teams in the
NFL.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Excellence

The Kansas City Chiefs quarterbacks history is a testament to the franchise's
resilience and evolution over the decades. From the legendary Len Dawson to
the dynamic Patrick Mahomes, each quarterback has played a role in shaping
the team's identity. As the Chiefs continue to compete at the highest level,
the legacy of their quarterbacks will undoubtedly endure, inspiring future
generations and enhancing the rich tapestry of NFL history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the
Kansas City Chiefs?
The first starting quarterback for the Kansas City Chiefs was Len Dawson, who
played from 1962 to 1975.

What significant achievement did Len Dawson
accomplish with the Chiefs?
Len Dawson led the Chiefs to their first Super Bowl appearance in Super Bowl
I and later won Super Bowl IV, earning Super Bowl MVP honors.

Who were the Chiefs' quarterbacks during their
playoff runs in the 1990s?
The primary quarterbacks for the Chiefs during the 1990s playoff runs were
Dave Krieg and Joe Montana.



Which quarterback is known for his record-breaking
season in 2018 with the Chiefs?
Patrick Mahomes is known for his record-breaking season in 2018, where he
threw for over 5,000 yards and 50 touchdown passes.

What impact did Patrick Mahomes have on the Chiefs'
success?
Patrick Mahomes has transformed the Chiefs into a perennial contender,
leading them to a Super Bowl victory in the 2019 season and another
appearance in 2020.

Which quarterback did the Chiefs draft in 2017 that
changed the franchise's trajectory?
The Chiefs drafted Patrick Mahomes in 2017, a move that significantly changed
the franchise's trajectory towards success.

Who was the starting quarterback for the Chiefs
before Patrick Mahomes took over?
The starting quarterback for the Chiefs before Patrick Mahomes was Alex
Smith, who played for the team from 2013 to 2017.

What is unique about the Kansas City Chiefs'
quarterback history?
The Kansas City Chiefs' quarterback history is unique due to the transition
from legendary players like Len Dawson to modern stars like Patrick Mahomes,
showcasing a blend of traditional and contemporary excellence.

How has the role of quarterbacks evolved in the
Chiefs' offensive strategy?
The role of quarterbacks in the Chiefs' offensive strategy has evolved from a
focus on game management to a dynamic, playmaking position, particularly
highlighted by Mahomes' improvisational skills and deep passing ability.
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