kiss kiss by roald dahl

kiss kiss by roald dahl is a renowned collection of short stories that showcases the dark, twisted,
and often macabre side of Roald Dahl’s storytelling. Unlike his well-known children’s books, this
anthology delves into adult themes with a blend of suspense, irony, and unexpected endings. The
stories within "Kiss Kiss" highlight Dahl’s mastery of psychological tension and his ability to craft
narratives that surprise and unsettle readers. This article explores the background, themes,
narrative style, and critical reception of "kiss kiss by roald dahl," providing an in-depth
understanding of its significance in Dahl’s literary career. Additionally, it touches upon some of the
most notable stories in the collection and their impact on readers and critics alike.
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Background and Publication History

"Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" was first published in 1960, marking a significant departure from Dahl’s
usual genre of children’s literature. This collection of short stories was targeted at an adult
audience, showcasing a darker, more sinister side of Dahl’s creativity. The stories often explore
human nature’s complexities, moral ambiguity, and the consequences of unforeseen actions. The
title story, "Kiss Kiss," sets the tone for the entire anthology with its chilling conclusion and intricate
character dynamics.

Origins and Development

Roald Dahl’s experiences as a fighter pilot in World War II and his subsequent career as a writer
influenced many of his adult stories. The themes in "Kiss Kiss" reflect his understanding of human
psychology, deception, and violence. Dahl began writing short stories for various magazines before
compiling them into this collection. The stories were carefully selected to present a range of
scenarios, from dark humor to outright horror, reflecting his versatility as a writer.

Publication and Editions



The original publication of "Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" was met with intrigue and fascination. Since
then, the collection has been reprinted multiple times and translated into many languages,
increasing its global reach. Different editions have sometimes included slight variations in story
order or additional commentary, but the core collection remains consistent. The book’s enduring
popularity is a testament to its compelling narratives and Dahl’s storytelling prowess.

Major Themes in Kiss Kiss

The stories in "Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" explore a variety of themes that delve into the darker
aspects of human nature. These themes reveal Dahl’s interest in the unexpected consequences of
everyday actions and the thin line between civility and savagery. The anthology’s themes contribute
significantly to its lasting impact and relevance in the realm of adult literature.

Deception and Betrayal

Many stories revolve around characters who deceive or betray others, often leading to ironic or
tragic outcomes. This theme highlights the fragile nature of trust and the destructive power of lies.
Dahl’s characters are frequently caught in webs of deceit, contributing to the tension and suspense
that define the collection.

Morality and Justice

The ambiguity of morality is a recurring motif throughout the stories. Dahl often presents situations
where the distinction between right and wrong is blurred, forcing readers to question their own
ethical judgments. Justice in Dahl’s world is frequently ironic or unexpected, reflecting the
complexities of real-life moral dilemmas.

Violence and Human Nature

Violence, both physical and psychological, permeates many of the narratives in "Kiss Kiss." Dahl
explores the capacity for cruelty and aggression inherent in human beings, often revealing it in
ordinary settings. This theme serves to unsettle readers and challenge their perceptions of normalcy
and civility.

Dark Humor and Irony

Despite the often grim subject matter, Dahl employs dark humor and irony to add depth and
complexity to his stories. This blend of humor and horror enhances the reader’s engagement and
underscores the unpredictable nature of human behavior.



Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Roald Dahl’s writing style in "Kiss Kiss" is characterized by its clarity, precision, and ability to build
suspense. His narrative techniques contribute to the effectiveness of the stories, making them
memorable and impactful. Dahl’s use of language, pacing, and perspective all play key roles in
crafting the anthology’s distinctive tone.

Concise and Direct Prose

The prose in "Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" is notably concise, avoiding unnecessary embellishments. This
directness heightens the tension and immediacy of the stories, allowing readers to focus on the
unfolding drama and psychological complexity without distraction.

Unreliable Narrators and Perspectives

Dahl frequently employs unreliable narrators or shifts in perspective to create ambiguity and
surprise. This technique encourages readers to question the truthfulness of the narrative and remain
engaged in unraveling the story’s mysteries and twists.

Building Suspense and Surprise Endings

Suspense is a hallmark of Dahl’s storytelling in this collection. He carefully constructs narratives
that lead to unexpected climaxes or ironic conclusions, often subverting readers’ expectations. These
surprise endings are a key reason why "Kiss Kiss" remains compelling and widely studied.

Use of Dialogue and Characterization

Dialogue in the stories is crisp and realistic, providing insight into characters’ personalities and
motivations. Dahl’s skillful characterization adds layers of complexity, making the characters
believable and their actions impactful within the story’s context.

Notable Stories in the Collection

"Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" includes several standout stories that exemplify the collection’s themes
and style. These stories have been widely analyzed and praised for their craftsmanship and
psychological depth. Below is an overview of some of the most significant tales.



1. "Kiss Kiss" - The titular story revolves around a couple whose seemingly innocent
relationship hides sinister intentions, culminating in a shocking twist that epitomizes Dahl’s
mastery of suspense.

2. "The Landlady" - This story explores the unsettling encounter between a young traveler and
a mysterious landlady, with an eerie atmosphere and a chilling conclusion.

3. "The Way Up to Heaven" - Focusing on a woman’s growing frustration with her husband’s
behavior, the story builds to a darkly ironic ending that reveals human cruelty beneath a
veneer of politeness.

4. "William and Mary" - A tale of love, death, and revenge, this story presents a posthumous
twist on relationships and control.

5. "Royal Jelly" - This story explores obsession and transformation, blending elements of horror
with psychological intrigue.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, "Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" has been acclaimed for its originality, narrative skill,
and psychological insight. Critics have praised Dahl’s ability to merge dark themes with engaging
storytelling, elevating the short story form. The collection has influenced numerous writers and
continues to be studied in literary circles.

Critical Acclaim

The collection received positive reviews for its innovative approach to adult fiction and its departure
from Dahl’s children’s books. Scholars highlight Dahl’s skill in creating tension and his nuanced
understanding of human behavior. "Kiss Kiss" is often cited as a prime example of mid-20th-century
short story writing.

Influence on Literature and Media

"Kiss Kiss" has inspired adaptations and influenced other writers in the thriller and horror genres.
Its stories have been adapted for radio, television, and theater, demonstrating their versatility and
enduring appeal. Dahl’s exploration of dark themes paved the way for more mature and
psychologically complex narratives in popular fiction.

Enduring Popularity



The continued popularity of "Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl" is a testament to its compelling storytelling
and thematic depth. The collection remains in print and is frequently included in anthologies and
academic discussions, maintaining its status as a significant work in Roald Dahl’s oeuvre and the
broader landscape of short fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Kiss Kiss' by Roald Dahl?

'Kiss Kiss' is a collection of darkly humorous short stories by Roald Dahl, each exploring themes of
human nature, unexpected twists, and macabre elements.

When was 'Kiss Kiss' by Roald Dahl first published?

'Kiss Kiss' was first published in 1960 and includes some of Roald Dahl's most famous short stories.

What are some notable stories included in 'Kiss Kiss' by Roald
Dahl?

Notable stories in 'Kiss Kiss' include 'The Landlady,' ‘William and Mary,' 'The Way Up to Heaven,'
and 'Royal Jelly,' all showcasing Dahl's signature dark humor and surprise endings.

What themes are commonly explored in 'Kiss Kiss' by Roald
Dahl?

The stories in 'Kiss Kiss' often explore themes such as deception, revenge, human greed, and the
unexpected consequences of seemingly ordinary actions.

How does 'Kiss Kiss' reflect Roald Dahl's writing style
compared to his children's books?

'Kiss Kiss' showcases Dahl's more adult-oriented writing style, featuring darker themes,
psychological twists, and moral ambiguity, contrasting with the whimsical and imaginative tone of
his children's literature.

Additional Resources

1. Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald Dahl

This chilling short story by Roald Dahl features a housewife who turns the tables on her unfaithful
husband in a darkly humorous way. Like "Kiss Kiss," it blends suspense with macabre wit,
showcasing Dahl's signature style of unexpected twists. The story explores themes of betrayal and
cunning justice.

2. The Landlady by Roald Dahl
In this eerie tale, a young man stays at a bed and breakfast run by a seemingly kind landlady with a



sinister secret. The story’s unsettling atmosphere and sharp irony make it a perfect companion to
"Kiss Kiss." Dahl masterfully builds tension, leading to a chilling conclusion.

3. The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe

A classic gothic short story about guilt and madness, where the narrator insists on his sanity while
describing a murder he committed. Its psychological intensity and dark themes resonate with the
suspenseful tone found in "Kiss Kiss." Poe’s exploration of the human psyche complements Dahl’s
storytelling style.

4. Someone Like You by Roald Dahl

This collection of short stories includes several darkly comic and eerie tales that echo the mood of
"Kiss Kiss." Dahl’s sharp wit and surprising endings make it a must-read for fans of twisted
narratives. Each story delves into human nature’s quirks and darker impulses.

5. The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant

A classic story about vanity and the consequences of deception, where a woman borrows a necklace
that changes her fate dramatically. The story’s ironic twist and exploration of human folly share
thematic similarities with "Kiss Kiss." Maupassant’s storytelling is concise and impactful.

6. Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

This novella tells the surreal story of Gregor Samsa, who wakes up transformed into a giant insect,
exploring themes of alienation and identity. Its dark, unsettling tone and exploration of human
vulnerability align with the eerie atmosphere in "Kiss Kiss." Kafka’s work challenges readers with its
existential depth.

7. The Lottery by Shirley Jackson

A short story about a small town that holds an annual ritual with a shocking outcome, revealing the
dangers of blind tradition. Like "Kiss Kiss," it uses ordinary settings to build suspense and deliver a
powerful, disturbing conclusion. Jackson's storytelling is both subtle and haunting.

8. Coraline by Neil Gaiman

Though a novel rather than a short story, "Coraline" shares the dark fantasy and eerie mood seen in
many of Dahl’s tales. It follows a young girl who discovers a sinister parallel world, blending
suspense with fantastical elements. Gaiman'’s narrative style appeals to readers who enjoy unsettling
yet imaginative stories.

9. Ruthless by William de Mille

A psychological thriller about a woman who plots to murder her husband, featuring clever
manipulation and dark humor. This story’s themes of deceit and twisted motives make it a fitting
match for readers interested in the moral ambiguities present in "Kiss Kiss." Its suspenseful plot
keeps readers guessing until the end.
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