
kangaroo pump quick guide
Kangaroo pump quick guide: The Kangaroo pump is a vital tool in modern healthcare, particularly
in the field of enteral feeding. This device allows for the efficient administration of nutrition and
medications directly into a patient’s gastrointestinal tract. Understanding how to use the Kangaroo
pump effectively is essential for healthcare providers, caregivers, and patients alike. This guide
covers the fundamentals of the Kangaroo pump, its features, operating instructions, troubleshooting
tips, and safety considerations.

Overview of the Kangaroo Pump

The Kangaroo pump is a portable, electronic infusion device designed primarily for enteral feeding. It
is widely used in hospitals, nursing homes, and home care settings. The device is known for its user-
friendly interface and precision in delivering nutrition.

Key Features of the Kangaroo Pump

- User-Friendly Display: The pump often features a digital interface that provides real-time information
about feeding rates and volume.
- Programmable Settings: Users can set specific infusion rates and volumes, allowing for customized
feeding plans.
- Battery Operated: Many models are equipped with rechargeable batteries, making them suitable for
both stationary and mobile use.
- Safety Alarms: The pump includes alarms for occlusions, low battery, and other issues, ensuring
patient safety.
- Compatibility: The Kangaroo pump is compatible with various feeding bags and tubes, making it
versatile for different patients' needs.

Setting Up the Kangaroo Pump

Proper setup is crucial for ensuring effective feeding. Here’s a step-by-step guide to setting up the
Kangaroo pump.

1. Gather Necessary Supplies

Before starting, ensure you have the following items:
- Kangaroo pump device
- Enteral feeding bag
- Enteral feeding formula
- Enteral feeding tube
- Alcohol wipes



- Adhesive tape (if needed)

2. Prepare the Feeding Bag

- Remove the feeding bag from its packaging.
- Fill the bag with the prescribed enteral formula.
- Ensure there are no air bubbles in the bag by gently tapping it or squeezing it to expel air.
- Close the bag securely.

3. Connect the Feeding Bag to the Pump

- Insert the spike of the feeding bag into the pump’s designated port.
- Ensure that the connection is secure to prevent leaks.

4. Prime the Feeding Tube

- Hold the feeding tube upright and allow the formula to flow through until it reaches the end of the
tube, ensuring there are no air bubbles.
- This step is essential for preventing discomfort in the patient during feeding.

5. Set the Pump Parameters

- Turn on the Kangaroo pump by pressing the power button.
- Use the digital display to set the desired feeding rate and volume as prescribed by the healthcare
professional.
- Confirm the settings and ensure they are correct.

6. Initiate Feeding

- Once all settings are confirmed, start the feeding process by pressing the "Start" button.
- Monitor the pump to ensure it is functioning correctly.

Operating the Kangaroo Pump

Understanding the operation of the Kangaroo pump is crucial for effective use. Below are the essential
operational guidelines.



1. Monitoring the Feeding Process

- Keep an eye on the digital display for real-time updates on feeding progress.
- Be aware of any alarms that may indicate issues such as occlusions or low battery.

2. Adjusting Feeding Parameters

- If adjustments are necessary (e.g., changing the flow rate), pause the pump first.
- Modify the parameters as needed and resume feeding.

3. Ending the Feeding Process

- Once the prescribed volume has been administered, stop the pump.
- Disconnect the feeding bag and dispose of it according to healthcare protocols.

Cleaning and Maintenance

Proper cleaning and maintenance of the Kangaroo pump are essential for optimal performance and
infection control.

1. Daily Cleaning

- Wipe down the external surfaces of the pump with a damp cloth.
- Avoid using harsh chemicals that may damage the device.

2. Weekly Maintenance

- Check for any signs of wear or damage to the feeding tubes and bags.
- Ensure that the battery is charged and functioning properly.

3. Storage

- Store the pump in a clean, dry place when not in use.
- Ensure that it is not exposed to extreme temperatures or humidity.



Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper use, issues may arise. Here are common problems and their solutions.

1. Alarm Sounds

- Cause: Occlusion or blockage in the feeding tube.
- Solution: Check the tubing for kinks or blockages and clear them if necessary.

2. Low Battery Alarm

- Cause: Battery charge is low.
- Solution: Replace or recharge the battery before the next feeding session.

3. Incorrect Feeding Rate

- Cause: Settings may have been incorrectly programmed.
- Solution: Pause the pump, check the settings, and re-enter the correct feeding parameters.

Safety Considerations

While the Kangaroo pump is designed for safety, adhering to specific precautions is crucial.

1. Infection Control

- Always wash hands before handling the feeding bag or tubing.
- Use sterile equipment to minimize the risk of infection.

2. Patient Monitoring

- Regularly monitor the patient for signs of discomfort or adverse reactions during feeding.
- Be alert for any changes in the patient’s condition and report them to healthcare providers promptly.

3. Proper Training

- Ensure that all caregivers and healthcare personnel are adequately trained in using the Kangaroo



pump.
- Familiarity with the device and its functionalities can significantly reduce the risk of errors.

Conclusion

The Kangaroo pump is an essential device in the realm of enteral feeding, offering a reliable and
efficient means of delivering nutrition. By following this quick guide, healthcare professionals and
caregivers can ensure they are utilizing the Kangaroo pump effectively and safely. Regular
monitoring, proper setup, and maintenance are crucial for optimizing patient care and achieving the
best possible outcomes. As with any medical device, staying informed and practicing proper protocols
will lead to a more successful feeding experience for patients relying on enteral nutrition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a kangaroo pump and its primary use?
A kangaroo pump is a portable, motorized device designed primarily for delivering enteral nutrition
and medications to patients, offering a convenient solution for feeding and medication administration.

How do you set up a kangaroo pump for the first time?
To set up a kangaroo pump, first ensure it is powered on, then connect the feeding bag to the pump,
prime the tubing to remove air, and set the desired flow rate according to the patient's needs.

What are the main features of the kangaroo pump?
The main features of the kangaroo pump include multiple feeding rate options, a user-friendly
interface, a built-in safety alarm system, and compatibility with various feeding bags.

How can I troubleshoot common issues with a kangaroo
pump?
Common troubleshooting steps include checking for kinks in the tubing, ensuring the feeding bag is
correctly attached, verifying that the pump is powered and the settings are properly configured.

What safety precautions should be taken when using a
kangaroo pump?
Safety precautions include regularly checking the connection points, monitoring the patient for
adverse reactions, ensuring the pump is placed on a stable surface, and maintaining hygiene when
handling feeding equipment.



Can the kangaroo pump be used for medications as well as
nutrition?
Yes, the kangaroo pump can be used to deliver both enteral nutrition and certain medications, but it's
important to consult with a healthcare professional to ensure compatibility.

How do I clean and maintain the kangaroo pump?
To clean and maintain the kangaroo pump, follow the manufacturer’s guidelines, which typically
include disinfecting the exterior, regularly checking for wear and tear on parts, and ensuring that all
components are free from residue.

Where can I find a user manual for the kangaroo pump?
User manuals for the kangaroo pump can usually be found on the manufacturer's official website, or
they can be requested from healthcare providers who supply the device.
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