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THE FILM “JUST MerCY,” DIRECTED BY DESTIN DANIEL CRETTON AND BASED ON THE MEMOIR OF THE SAME NAME BY BRYAN
STEVENSON, IS A POIGNANT EXPLORATION OF RACIAL INJUSTICE AND THE FLAWS WITHIN THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM. IT
FOLLOWS THE TRUE STORY OF STEVENSON, A YOUNG LAWYER WHO WORKS TO DEFEND THOSE MOST DESPERATE AND IN NEED:
THE WRONGLY CONDEMNED AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN TRAPPED IN THE FARTHEST REACHES OF OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.
THIS VIEWING GUIDE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THE FILM, ITS THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS,
HELPING VIEWERS ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH ITS POWERFUL MESSAGE.

OVERVIEW OF THE FILM

“JusT MercY” IS SET IN ALABAMA IN THE LATE 1980s AND EARLY 1990s. THE FILM STARS MICHAEL B. JORDAN AS BRYAN
STEVENSON AND JAMIE FOXX AS W ALTER MCMILLIAN, A MAN WRONGFULLY CONVICTED OF MURDER. THE PLOT CENTERS
AROUND STEVENSON’S TIRELESS EFFORTS TO EXONERATE MCMILLIAN AND TO CHALLENGE SYSTEMIC RACISM AND INJUSTICE IN
THE LEGAL SYSTEM. THROUGHOUT THE FILM, VIEWERS ARE INTRODUCED TO VARIOUS CHARACTERS WHO HIGHLIGHT THE
BROADER ISSUES OF INEQUALITY AND THE HUMAN COST OF WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS.

MAIN THEMES

UNDERSTANDING THE THEMES IN "JUST MERCY” IS CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING ITS OVERALL MESSAGE. BELOW ARE SOME OF THE
PREDOMINANT THEMES EXPLORED IN THE FILM:

RACIAL INJUSTICE

THE FILM VIVIDLY PORTRAYS THE SYSTEMIC RACISM EMBEDDED IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM. W ALTER MCMILLIAN’S CASE HIGHLIGHTS
HOW RACE CAN SKEW THE JUDICIAL PROCESS, LEADING TO WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS. KEY POINTS TO CONSIDER:

- MCMILLIAN, A BLAck MAN, IS ACCUSED AND CONVICTED OF MURDERING A WHITE WOMAN BASED SOLELY ON THE UNRELIABLE
TESTIMONY OF A CONVICTED FELON.

- THE FILM ILLUSTRATES HOW RACIAL BIAS INFLUENCES JURIES, LAY ENFORCEMENT, AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY.

THE FLAWS OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM

"JusT MerCY” CRITIQUES THE AMERICAN JUSTICE SYSTEM'S INEQUITIES, INCLUDING:
- THE PRESUMPTION OF GUILT FOR MARGINALIZED INDIVIDUALS, OFTEN LEADING TO RUSHED TRIALS AND INADEQUATE LEGAL
REPRESENTATION.

- THE USE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT AS A MEANS OF JUSTICE, PARTICULARLY FOR THOSE WHO ARE INNOCENT OR IMPROPERLY
CONVICTED.

EMPATHY AND REDEMPTION

ATITS CORE, ”JUST MerCY” IS A STORY OF HOPE AND THE CAPACITY FOR CHANGE. THE FILM EMPHASIZES:
- THE IMPORTANCE OF EMPATHY IN UNDERSTANDING THE STORIES OF THE OPPRESSED.
- THE POTENTIAL FOR REDEMPTION, NOT JUST FOR THOSE WRONGFULLY CONVICTED BUT ALSO FOR SOCIETY AS A WHOLE.



CHARACTER ANALYSIS

(UNDERSTANDING THE KEY CHARACTERS IN ”JUST MEeRCY” IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE FILM'S EMOTIONAL DEPTH AND
NARRATIVE COMPLEXITY.

BRYAN STEVENSON

BrYAN STEVENSON SERVES AS THE FILM'S PROTAGONIST. KEY CHARACTERISTICS INCLUDE:

- DETERMINATION: DESPITE NUMEROUS SETBACKS, STEVENSON PERSISTENTLY FIGHTS FOR JUSTICE.

- COMPASSION: HIS ABILITY TO EMPATHIZE WITH HIS CLIENTS UNDERSCORES THE FILM'S MESSAGE ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF
HUMAN CONNECTION.

W ALTER McMILLIAN

Y/ ALTER MCMILLIAN IS A PIVOTAL CHARACTER WHOSE PLIGHT DRIVES THE NARRATIVE. IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF HIS
CHARACTER INCLUDE:

- INNOCENCE: HIS WRONGFUL CONVICTION SERVES AS A TRAGIC ILLUSTRATION OF THE FLAWS IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

- RESILIENCE: DESPITE FACING TREMENDOUS ADVERSITY, MCMILLIAN MAINTAINS HOPE AND DIGNITY THROUGHOUT HIS ORDEAL.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS

THE FILM FEATURES SEVERAL SUPPORTING CHARACTERS WHO ENRICH THE NARRATIVE:

- RALPH MYERS (PLAYED BY TIM BLAKE NELSON): A KEY WITNESS WHOSE TESTIMONY BECOMES CRUCIAL TO THE CASE.
- ReNA MAE McMILLIAN (PLAYED BY KARAN KENDRICK): W ALTER’S WIFE, WHO REPRESENTS THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF HIS
WRONGFUL CONVICTION.

- J.J. (PLAYED BY MICHAEL HARDING): A YOUNG BOY WHO BECOMES AN IMPORTANT PART OF STEVENSON’S JOURNEY.

SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS IN THE FILM

SEVERAL PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN “JUST MERCY” STAND OUT AND WARRANT DEEPER ANALYSIS.

THe ARREST oF W ALTER MCMILLIAN

THE FILM OPENS WITH MCMILLIAN'S ARREST, SHOWCASING THE IMMEDIATE BIASES HE FACES. THIS MOMENT SETS THE TONE FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE SYSTEMIC RACISM PREVALENT IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

THe TRIAL

THE TRIAL SCENE IS A CRITICAL TURNING POINT IN THE FILM. STEVENSON’S EFFORTS TO HIGHLIGHT THE LACK OF EVIDENCE
AGAINST MCMILLIAN EXEMPLIFY THE INHERENT FLAWS IN THE JUDICIAL PROCESS. KEY TAKEAWAYS INCLUDE:

- THE RELIANCE ON FLAWED TESTIMONY.

- THE LACK OF PROPER LEGAL REPRESENTATION FOR MCMILLIAN.



STEVENSON’S ADVOCACY

THROUGHOUT THE FILM, STEVENSON'S ADVOCACY SHINES THROUGH, PARTICULARLY WHEN HE SPEAKS TO THE IMPORTANCE OF
HOPE AND JUSTICE. HIS ENCOUNTERS WITH INMATES ON DEATH ROW PROVIDE POWERFUL INSIGHTS INTO THE HUMAN COST OF
WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

ENGAGING WITH THE FILM THROUGH DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CAN DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING AND PROVOKE THOUGHTFUL
CONVERSATION. HERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER AFTER VIEWING ”JUST Mercy”:

1. WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF SYSTEMIC RACISM AS DEPICTED IN THE FILM?

2. How DoES BRYAN STEVENSON’S CHARACTER EMBODY THE THEMES OF EMPATHY AND JUSTICE?

3. IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE FILM CHALLENGE VIEWERS TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT THE JUSTICE SYSTEM?
4. How DO SUPPORTING CHARACTERS ENHANCE THE PRIMARY NARRATIVE OF STEVENSON AND MCMILLIAN?

5. WHAT LESSONS CAN BE LEARNED FROM THE FILM ABOUT ADVOCATING FOR THOSE WHO ARE MARGINALIZED?

CONCLUSION

”JUST MERCY” IS A POWERFUL FILM THAT CHALLENGES VIEWERS TO CONFRONT UNCOMFORTABLE TRUTHS ABOUT RACE,
JUSTICE, AND HUMANITY. THROUGH ITS EXPLORATION OF THE LIFE OF BRYAN STEVENSON AND THE WRONGFUL CONVICTION OF
W/ ALTER MCMILLIAN, THE FILM ILLUSTRATES THE URGENT NEED FOR REFORM IN THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM. BY ENGAGING WITH
THE THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS PRESENTED IN THE FILM, VIEWERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO REFLECT ON THEIR
OWN BELIEFS ABOUT JUSTICE AND TAKE ACTION IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. ”JUST MEeRCY” SERVES NOT ONLY AS A PORTRAYAL OF
ONE MAN’S FIGHT AGAINST INJUSTICE BUT AS A CALL TO ACTION FOR ALL WHO SEEK TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN JUST Mercy’?

THE MAIN THEMES INCLUDE RACIAL INJUSTICE, THE FLAWS IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM, THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPASSION AND MERCY,
AND THE FIGHT FOR REDEMPTION AND HOPE.

\WHo IS BRYAN STEVENSON AND WHAT ROLE DOES HE PLAY IN 'JUST MercY'?

BrYAN STEVENSON IS THE AUTHOR OF ‘JUST MERCY' AND THE FOUNDER OF THE EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE. HE ADVOCATES FOR
THOSE WRONGLY CONVICTED AND SEEKS TO REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF W ALTER MCMILLIAN'S CASE IN THE STORY?

W ALTER MCMILLIAN'S CASE EXEMPLIFIES THE SYSTEMIC RACISM AND INJUSTICE IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM, HIGHLIGHTING HOW BIASES
CAN LEAD TO WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS, PARTICULARLY AGAINST AFRICAN AMERICANS.

How DOES THE FILM ADAPTATION OF 'JUST MERCY’ DIFFER FROM THE BOOK?

THE FILM CONDENSES SOME OF THE NARRATIVE AND FOCUSES MORE ON THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF THE STORY, WHILE THE BOOK
PROVIDES MORE DETAILED CONTEXT AND ADDITIONAL CASES THAT STEVENSON WORKED ON.



\WHAT ROLE DOES HOPE PLAY IN 'JusT Mercy’?

HOPE IS PORTRAYED AS A CRUCIAL ELEMENT FOR BOTH THE INDIVIDUALS FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE AND THOSE WRONGFULLY
CONDEMNED, ILLUSTRATING THAT IT CAN DRIVE CHANGE AND INSPIRE RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.

How DoES ‘JusT MerCY’ ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF MERCY ITSELF?

THE WORK EMPHASIZES THAT MERCY IS ESSENTIAL IN UNDERSTANDING HUMANITY, ADVOCATING THAT IT SHOULD BE EXTENDED
TO THOSE WHO HAVE MADE MISTAKES AND ARE SEEKING REDEMPTION, RATHER THAN PUNISHMENT.
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