
kansas football coaches history
Kansas football coaches history is a rich tapestry that reflects the
evolution of college football in the United States. The University of Kansas,
home of the Jayhawks, has seen a wide variety of coaching styles,
philosophies, and successes since the inception of its football program in
1890. With a blend of triumphs and challenges, the history of Kansas football
coaches is marked by iconic figures who have shaped the program and left
indelible marks on the landscape of college football. This article delves
into the significant coaches of Kansas football, their contributions,
successes, and the legacy they left behind.

Early Years (1890-1940)

The history of Kansas football coaching began in the late 19th century, with
the first official team being organized in 1890. The early years were
characterized by a series of coaches who laid the groundwork for future
success.

First Coaches

- John O. "Jack" McCook (1890-1891): The first head coach of the Kansas
Jayhawks, McCook led the team during its inaugural season, establishing the
foundations of college football at the university.
- W. E. "Bill" Hargiss (1894-1895): Hargiss took over after McCook and guided
the team through two seasons, further developing the program.

As the program matured, Kansas brought in more experienced coaches who helped
elevate the team’s performance.

The Turning Point

- A. R. "Bert" McCoy (1900-1901): McCoy’s tenure marked the first time the
Jayhawks began to see consistent success, culminating in their first-ever
victory over the University of Missouri in 1901.
- Walter Camp (1913-1914): Although Camp was better known for his
contributions to the game itself rather than coaching, his brief stint at
Kansas brought national attention to the program.

The Mid-20th Century (1940-1980)



The post-World War II era signified a turning point for Kansas football, with
more emphasis placed on building a competitive program in the Big Seven
Conference (now Big 12).

Successful Coaches

- Jack Mitchell (1946-1950): Mitchell led the Jayhawks to their first
conference championship in 1947, setting the stage for a more competitive
future.
- Pepper Rodgers (1967-1970): Rodgers was known for implementing a high-
octane offense and led the team to a historic Orange Bowl appearance in 1969,
solidifying his place in Kansas football history.

Despite these successes, coaching changes and fluctuations in performance
were common during this era.

Challenges and Changes

- Don Fambrough (1966-1970): Fambrough's time was marked by ups and downs,
but he is credited with recruiting talent that would later become significant
contributors to the program.
- Bud Moore (1971-1973): Moore's tenure was short-lived, and he faced
significant challenges in maintaining competitiveness in the conference.

The Modern Era (1980-2000)

The late 20th century brought both challenges and opportunities for Kansas
football. Several coaches made their mark during this period, each
contributing to the rich history of the program.

Notable Coaches

- Don Davis (1984-1987): Under Davis, the Jayhawks saw success, including a
trip to the Hall of Fame Bowl in 1992, marking a significant achievement for
the program.
- Glen Mason (1988-1996): Mason transformed the Jayhawks into a competitive
force, leading the team to several bowl games, including the 1995 Aloha Bowl.
His tenure was marked by strong recruiting and a commitment to building a
winning culture.



Transition Period

- Bob Valesente (1997-1998): Valesente took over during a challenging time,
leading the team through rebuilding efforts.
- Mark Mangino (2002-2009): Mangino is often credited with the most
successful era in modern Kansas football history, culminating in a remarkable
2007 season that saw the Jayhawks finish 12-1 and win the Orange Bowl. His
recruiting and coaching strategies revitalized the program and brought
national attention.

Recent Developments (2000-Present)

The 21st century has been a time of ups and downs for Kansas football, with a
series of coaching changes reflecting the challenges of maintaining
competitiveness in college football.

Struggles and Rebuilding

- Turner Gill (2009-2011): Gill's tenure was marked by struggles, and despite
his successful coaching background, he was unable to replicate that success
at Kansas.
- Charlie Weis (2012-2014): Weis, known for his offensive prowess, faced
significant challenges, leading to a lack of success on the field.

A New Direction

- David Beaty (2015-2018): Beaty focused on rebuilding efforts, but faced
difficulties in achieving on-field success, leading to his eventual
departure.
- Les Miles (2019-2021): The former LSU coach brought a wealth of experience
and expectations but was unable to achieve significant wins during his
tenure. His departure marked another transition for the program.

Current State of the Program

- Lance Leipold (2021-Present): Leipold has been tasked with reviving the
program's fortunes. His coaching philosophy emphasizes discipline,
development, and building a competitive roster. Early signs of success have
been noted, with a renewed sense of hope for the future of Kansas football.



Legacy and Impact

The history of Kansas football coaches is not merely a collection of names
and records; it is a narrative of perseverance, innovation, and the quest for
excellence. Each coach brought their unique style and philosophy to the
program, influencing countless players and shaping the identity of Kansas
football.

Contributions to College Football

- Innovative Tactics: Several Kansas coaches, particularly during the eras of
Rodgers and Mangino, introduced innovative offensive strategies that have
influenced how the game is played.
- Player Development: Many coaches have prioritized player development,
leading to successful careers for numerous athletes beyond college football.

Recognition and Honors

The contributions of Kansas football coaches have been recognized through
various honors, including:

- Conference Championships: The program has won multiple conference titles,
reflecting the success of its coaches.
- Bowl Appearances: Kansas has participated in several bowl games, thanks to
the efforts of dedicated coaching staff.

Conclusion

The history of Kansas football coaches is a testament to the enduring spirit
of a program that has faced its share of challenges and triumphs. From the
early days of the sport to the modern era, each coach has played a vital role
in shaping the identity of the Jayhawks. As the program continues to evolve,
the legacy of its coaches will remain an integral part of its history,
inspiring future generations of players and fans alike. The journey of Kansas
football is far from over, and with new leadership, there is hope for a
bright future ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the first head coach of the Kansas Jayhawks
football team?
The first head coach of the Kansas Jayhawks football team was Dr. John B.
Stiehm, who coached from 1890 to 1891.

Which Kansas football coach is known for leading the
team to its only Orange Bowl appearance?
Coach Mark Mangino led the Kansas Jayhawks to their only Orange Bowl
appearance in the 2007 season.

What is the longest tenure of any head coach in
Kansas football history?
The longest tenure of any head coach in Kansas football history is held by
Glenn Mason, who coached from 1988 to 1996.

Who is the all-time winningest coach in Kansas
football history?
The all-time winningest coach in Kansas football history is Mark Mangino,
with a record of 50 wins.

Which Kansas football coach was recognized as the
Big 12 Coach of the Year?
Mark Mangino was recognized as the Big 12 Coach of the Year in 2007 after
leading the team to a successful season.

What significant achievement did the Kansas football
team accomplish under coach Terry Allen?
Under coach Terry Allen, the Kansas Jayhawks achieved a 10-win season in
1995, marking one of the program's high points.

Who was the head coach for the Kansas Jayhawks
during their 2008 Insight Bowl victory?
The head coach for the Kansas Jayhawks during their 2008 Insight Bowl victory
was Mark Mangino.

How many coaches have led the Kansas Jayhawks



football team since its inception?
As of 2023, there have been 39 head coaches who have led the Kansas Jayhawks
football team since its inception.

What was the coaching philosophy of former Kansas
head coach David Beaty?
Former Kansas head coach David Beaty emphasized building a strong recruiting
foundation and developing young talent during his tenure from 2015 to 2018.
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