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The Kansas City Chiefs have a storied history, with their quarterbacks playing a pivotal role in the
team's success and identity. From the early days of the franchise to the modern era of prolific
passing offenses, the Chiefs' quarterback history is filled with memorable moments, legendary
players, and game-changing performances. This article explores the evolution of the quarterback
position within the franchise, highlighting key players, notable seasons, and the impact they had on
the Chiefs' legacy.

Early Years and the Birth of a Franchise

The Kansas City Chiefs were established in 1960 as a charter member of the American Football
League (AFL). Originally known as the Dallas Texans, the team moved to Kansas City in 1963,
adopting its current name. The early years of the franchise were marked by a search for stability at
the quarterback position.

Len Dawson: The Cornerstone

One of the most iconic figures in Chiefs history, Len Dawson, was drafted by the franchise in 1957.
After a brief stint with the Pittsburgh Steelers, he found his home in Kansas City. Dawson's
leadership and skill transformed the Chiefs into a competitive team.

- Achievements:

- Led the Chiefs to their first AFL Championship in 1966.

- Won Super Bowl IV in 1970, earning Super Bowl MVP honors.
- Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1987.

Dawson's ability to read defenses and deliver precise throws helped establish the Chiefs as a force in

the league during the 1960s and early 1970s. His legacy remains influential in the franchise's
history.

The 1970s and 1980s: A Period of Struggles

Following Dawson's retirement in 1975, the Chiefs experienced a tumultuous period at the
quarterback position. A succession of quarterbacks struggled to fill Dawson's shoes, leading to
inconsistent performances and lackluster seasons.

Notable Quarterbacks of the 1970s and 1980s



1. Mike Livingston:
- Served as the starting quarterback following Dawson’s retirement.
- Played for the Chiefs from 1968 to 1979, leading the team to several competitive seasons.

2. Bill Kenney:
- Started for the Chiefs in the early 1980s.
- Known for his strong arm and ability to make plays.

3. Steve Bono:
- Joined the Chiefs in 1993 after stints with the San Francisco 49ers.
- Led the team to the playoffs in 1995.

While these quarterbacks contributed to the franchise, none could replicate the success of Dawson,
leading to a prolonged period of mediocrity for the Chiefs.

The 1990s: A Resurgence

The Chiefs began to turn the corner in the 1990s, thanks in part to the arrival of head coach Marty
Schottenheimer and a focus on building a competitive roster. This era saw the emergence of several
key quarterbacks who would shape the franchise's future.

Rich Gannon: The Turning Point

Rich Gannon joined the Chiefs in 1997 and played for the team until 1999. Though he did not have
immediate success in Kansas City, Gannon’s performance improved dramatically after leaving the
Chiefs to join the Oakland Raiders.

- Achievements:
- Won the NFL. MVP award in 2002.
- Led the Raiders to Super Bowl XXXVII.

While Gannon's best years came after his time in Kansas City, his presence in the 1990s helped set
the stage for the team’s eventual resurgence.

The 2000s: A New Era of Promise

The early 2000s brought hope for the Chiefs as they drafted several promising quarterbacks and
began to build a more dynamic offense.

Trent Green: The Leader

Trent Green was acquired by the Chiefs in 2001, and his tenure marked one of the most productive
periods in franchise history.



- Achievements:
- Led the Chiefs to four consecutive playoff appearances from 2003 to 2006.
- Made the Pro Bowl in 2003.

Green’s command of the offense, coupled with star players like Priest Holmes and Tony Gonzalez,
allowed the Chiefs to become one of the highest-scoring teams in the league.

The 2010s: A Shift in the Landscape

The 2010s brought significant changes to the Chiefs' quarterback position. After years of searching
for stability, the franchise found a franchise quarterback in the 2017 NFL Draft.

Alex Smith: A Steady Presence

Alex Smith was traded to the Chiefs in 2013 and served as the team’s starting quarterback for five
seasons. His leadership and experience provided a steady hand during a time of transition.

- Achievements:
- Led the Chiefs to four playoff appearances.
- Made the Pro Bowl in 2015.

Smith’s tenure allowed the Chiefs to solidify their identity as a competitive team, paving the way for
future success.

Patrick Mahomes: The Game Changer

The Chiefs made a bold move in the 2017 NFL Draft, trading up to select Patrick Mahomes from
Texas Tech. Mahomes quickly established himself as one of the most electrifying quarterbacks in the
NFL.

- Achievements:

- Won the NFL MVP award in 2018.

- Led the Chiefs to victory in Super Bowl LIV in 2020, earning Super Bowl MVP honors.
- Became the youngest quarterback to win a Super Bowl and an MVP award.

Mahomes has redefined the quarterback position with his unique playing style, arm strength, and

ability to make plays under pressure. His impact on the Chiefs has been profound, leading the team
to multiple playoff appearances and establishing the franchise as a perennial contender.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Excellence

The history of quarterbacks in the Kansas City Chiefs organization is a tapestry woven with
triumphs, challenges, and remarkable players. From Len Dawson's Hall of Fame career to Patrick



Mahomes' dynamic presence, each quarterback has contributed to the franchise's legacy in unique
ways. As the Chiefs continue to build on their rich history, the quarterback position remains a focal
point for the team's aspirations and successes. With Mahomes at the helm, the Chiefs look poised to
further establish their place among the NFL's elite, continuing a legacy that has captivated fans for
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Kansas City
Chiefs?

The first starting quarterback for the Kansas City Chiefs was Len Dawson, who played from 1962 to
1975.

What notable achievement did Len Dawson accomplish with
the Chiefs?

Len Dawson led the Kansas City Chiefs to their first Super Bowl appearance in Super Bowl I and
later won Super Bowl IV.

Who was the Chiefs' quarterback before Patrick Mahomes?

The Chiefs' quarterback before Patrick Mahomes was Alex Smith, who played for the team from
2013 to 2017.

What year did Patrick Mahomes become the starting
quarterback for the Chiefs?

Patrick Mahomes became the starting quarterback for the Kansas City Chiefs in 2018.

How many MVP awards has Patrick Mahomes won?
As of 2023, Patrick Mahomes has won two NFL. MVP awards, in 2018 and 2022.

Which quarterback led the Chiefs to their first Super Bowl win
in 50 years?

Patrick Mahomes led the Kansas City Chiefs to their first Super Bowl win in 50 years in Super Bowl
LIV in 2020.

What was the significant game performance by Patrick
Mahomes in Super Bowl LIV?

In Super Bowl LIV, Patrick Mahomes threw for 286 yards, 2 touchdowns, and led a comeback
against the San Francisco 49ers.



Who was the Chiefs' quarterback during their early years in
the AFL?

In the early years of the AFL, the Chiefs had several quarterbacks, with Len Dawson being the most
notable from 1962 onwards.

Which Chiefs quarterback was known for his strong arm and
playmaking ability in the 1980s?

In the 1980s, the Chiefs quarterback known for his strong arm and playmaking ability was Bill
Kenney.

What impact did the drafting of Patrick Mahomes have on the
Chiefs' quarterback history?

The drafting of Patrick Mahomes in 2017 marked a turning point in the Chiefs' quarterback history,
leading to a period of sustained success and multiple playoff appearances.
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