
nclex rn questions and answers with
rationale

NCLEX RN questions and answers with rationale are essential resources for
nursing candidates preparing for the National Council Licensure Examination
for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). This exam assesses the knowledge, skills,
and abilities essential for safe and effective nursing practice.
Understanding the types of questions asked and the rationales behind the
answers can significantly improve a candidate's chances of passing the exam
on the first attempt. In this article, we'll explore various types of NCLEX-
RN questions, examples of questions with detailed rationales, and strategies
for effective studying.

Understanding NCLEX-RN Questions

The NCLEX-RN exam consists of multiple-choice questions, multiple response
items, fill-in-the-blank calculations, and ordered response questions. These
questions are designed to evaluate a candidate’s critical thinking and
decision-making abilities, as well as their nursing knowledge.

Types of Questions

1. Multiple-Choice Questions: The most common type, where candidates choose
one correct answer from four options.
2. Multiple Response Questions: Candidates must select all correct answers
from a list, which can include multiple correct options.
3. Fill-in-the-Blank Questions: These require candidates to calculate and
enter a specific numeric answer.
4. Ordered Response Questions: Candidates must arrange answers in the correct
order of priority or sequence.

Test Format and Scoring

- The exam consists of a minimum of 75 questions and a maximum of 145
questions.
- Each question is scored as either correct or incorrect, with no penalties
for incorrect answers.
- The exam is computer-adaptive, meaning the difficulty adjusts based on the
candidate's performance.

Sample NCLEX-RN Questions with Rationale

To illustrate how to approach NCLEX-RN questions, we will provide sample
questions along with their correct answers and rationales.



Question 1: Medication Administration

A nurse is preparing to administer a medication to a patient diagnosed with
hypertension. The medication order states: "Administer Lisinopril 10 mg
orally." The nurse notes the patient's blood pressure is 90/60 mmHg. What is
the nurse's priority action?

A) Administer the medication as ordered
B) Contact the healthcare provider for clarification
C) Hold the medication and document the blood pressure
D) Administer the medication and monitor the patient closely

Correct Answer: B) Contact the healthcare provider for clarification

Rationale: Lisinopril is an antihypertensive medication that can lower blood
pressure further. Given that the patient's blood pressure is already low
(90/60 mmHg), it is crucial to ensure the medication is appropriate before
administering it. Contacting the healthcare provider for clarification is the
best action to prevent potential harm to the patient.

Question 2: Patient Assessment

A nurse is assessing a patient who has just returned from surgery. Which of
the following findings should the nurse report immediately?

A) Temperature of 100.4°F
B) Heart rate of 110 beats per minute
C) Wound site with serous drainage
D) Patient reports pain level of 6 on a scale of 0-10

Correct Answer: B) Heart rate of 110 beats per minute

Rationale: A heart rate of 110 beats per minute indicates tachycardia, which
can be a sign of hypovolemia, pain, or an adverse reaction to anesthesia. It
requires immediate assessment and possible intervention. While the other
findings may require monitoring, they are not as urgent as the elevated heart
rate.

Question 3: Infection Control

The nurse is caring for a patient diagnosed with tuberculosis (TB). Which of
the following precautions should the nurse implement?

A) Standard precautions only
B) Droplet precautions
C) Airborne precautions
D) Contact precautions

Correct Answer: C) Airborne precautions

Rationale: Tuberculosis is spread through airborne particles. Therefore, the
nurse must implement airborne precautions, which include wearing a fitted N95
respirator and ensuring the patient is in a negative pressure room. Standard
and droplet precautions are insufficient for protecting against airborne



transmission.

Strategies for Answering NCLEX-RN Questions

Preparation for the NCLEX-RN requires not just knowledge but also strategy.
Here are some effective strategies to enhance your test-taking skills:

1. Understand the Question Format

- Familiarize yourself with the types of questions you will encounter.
- Practice with NCLEX-style questions to become comfortable with the format.

2. Read the Question Carefully

- Pay attention to keywords and phrases such as "first," "best," "most," and
"least."
- Ensure you understand what the question is specifically asking before
looking at the answer choices.

3. Use the Process of Elimination

- Eliminate obviously incorrect answers to improve your chances of selecting
the correct one.
- Narrow down your options to increase the likelihood of making an educated
guess if necessary.

4. Prioritize Patient Safety

- Remember that the primary focus of the NCLEX-RN is patient safety.
- Questions often revolve around prioritizing interventions that ensure the
well-being of the patient.

5. Review Rationales for Practice Questions

- After practicing with questions, always review the rationales for both
correct and incorrect answers.
- Understanding the reasoning behind the answers helps reinforce knowledge
and improves critical thinking skills.

Resources for NCLEX-RN Preparation

There are numerous resources available to help candidates prepare for the
NCLEX-RN exam, including:



- Review Books: Popular NCLEX review books like "Saunders Comprehensive
Review for the NCLEX-RN" provide practice questions and rationales.
- Online Practice Questions: Websites and apps that offer NCLEX-style
questions with rationales can help simulate the exam environment.
- Study Groups: Joining a study group can provide support, motivation, and
diverse insights on challenging topics.
- Prep Courses: Consider enrolling in NCLEX preparation courses offered by
various nursing schools or online platforms.

Conclusion

In conclusion, NCLEX RN questions and answers with rationale are vital tools
for nursing candidates. Mastery of the content, familiarity with the question
formats, and effective test-taking strategies can significantly enhance a
candidate's chances of passing the NCLEX-RN. By engaging with sample
questions, understanding the rationale behind correct answers, and utilizing
various study resources, aspiring nurses can build confidence and competence
as they prepare for this essential licensure examination. Preparing
thoroughly will not only help candidates pass the exam but also lay the
foundation for safe and effective nursing practice in their future careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are NCLEX-RN questions designed to assess?

NCLEX-RN questions are designed to assess the knowledge, skills, and
abilities essential for safe and effective nursing practice, ensuring that
candidates can deliver competent care.

Why is it important to understand the rationale
behind NCLEX-RN answers?

Understanding the rationale behind NCLEX-RN answers helps candidates grasp
the underlying principles of nursing practice, enabling them to apply
knowledge in real-world scenarios and improve critical thinking skills.

What types of questions can candidates expect on the
NCLEX-RN exam?

Candidates can expect a variety of question types on the NCLEX-RN exam,
including multiple-choice, select-all-that-apply, fill-in-the-blank, and
hotspot questions, each testing different levels of understanding.

How can practice questions with rationale enhance
NCLEX-RN exam preparation?

Practice questions with rationale enhance NCLEX-RN exam preparation by
providing context for correct and incorrect answers, helping candidates to
identify knowledge gaps and reinforcing learning through application.



What is a common strategy for answering NCLEX-RN
questions effectively?

A common strategy for answering NCLEX-RN questions effectively is to use the
process of elimination, narrowing down choices to the most appropriate
answers while considering safety and best practices.

How does the NCLEX-RN ensure questions are relevant
to current nursing practices?

The NCLEX-RN ensures questions are relevant to current nursing practices by
regularly updating the test plan based on the latest evidence-based
guidelines and research, reflecting the evolving nature of healthcare.

What role does prioritization play in answering
NCLEX-RN questions?

Prioritization plays a crucial role in answering NCLEX-RN questions, as
candidates must often determine which patient needs or interventions are most
urgent, reflecting the real-life decision-making required in nursing.
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