
ndsu football coaches history
NDSU football coaches history is a rich tapestry woven from a legacy of success, innovation, and
leadership. Nestled in Fargo, North Dakota, North Dakota State University (NDSU) has made its
mark in college football, especially in the Football Championship Subdivision (FCS). This article
delves into the history of NDSU football coaches, their contributions, the evolution of the program,
and the lasting impact they have made on the Bison football tradition.

The Early Years: Foundational Coaches (1894-1960)

NDSU's football history can be traced back to 1894 when the program was established. The early
years of NDSU football were marked by a series of coaches who laid the groundwork for future
success.

1. The First Coaches

- James E. McCoy (1894-1895): Serving as the first head coach, McCoy's tenure was brief, but it
marked the inception of Bison football.
- Carl J. Matz (1921-1923): Matz led the team during the early 1920s and began to establish a
competitive spirit within the young program.

2. The Mid-Twentieth Century

As the program matured, several notable coaches emerged:

- J. H. "Doc" Bison (1932-1935): Under his leadership, the team began to see more structure and
discipline, which helped set the tone for future coaches.
- Lyle L. Wicker (1945-1947): Wicker’s coaching style emphasized teamwork and resilience, fostering
a sense of camaraderie among players.

These early coaches helped build the foundation of NDSU's football culture, paving the way for the
program's eventual rise to prominence.

The Rise to Prominence: Legendary Coaches
(1961-2000)

The 1960s to the 1990s was a transformative period for NDSU football, marked by increased
competitiveness and championship aspirations. This era saw some of the most influential coaches in
the program's history.



1. A New Era

- Jim Wacker (1970-1972): Wacker brought a new level of intensity and innovation, leading the Bison
to their first national championship in 1973.
- Ron Erhardt (1975-1979): Erhardt's tenure was characterized by a strong emphasis on offensive
strategy, shaping the Bison into a formidable force.

2. The 1980s and 1990s

The 1980s and 1990s were crucial for building NDSU's reputation in college football:

- Earl A. "Butch" Johnson (1980-1982): Johnson's coaching style focused on discipline and hard work,
leading the team to multiple playoff appearances.
- Bob Babich (1997-2002): Babich led the Bison to several successful seasons and was known for his
ability to develop talent, culminating in a strong team spirit and competitiveness.

During this period, the Bison began to gain national recognition, setting the stage for their future
successes.

The Modern Era: Dominance and Legacy (2001-
Present)

The 21st century has been nothing short of spectacular for NDSU football, particularly due to the
leadership of several prominent coaches who have shaped the program into a national powerhouse.

1. Craig Bohl (2003-2013)

One of the most successful coaches in NDSU history, Craig Bohl, led the Bison to unprecedented
heights. Under his leadership:

- Championship Success: Bohl guided the team to three consecutive FCS championships in 2011,
2012, and 2013.
- Recruitment and Development: He emphasized recruiting local talent and developing players,
which contributed to the team’s sustained success.

Bohl’s coaching philosophy and strategic mindset helped establish NDSU as a premier program in
the FCS landscape.

2. Chris Klieman (2014-2018)

Following Bohl's departure to the University of Wyoming, Chris Klieman took the reins and
continued the legacy of excellence:



- National Championships: Klieman led the Bison to back-to-back FCS championships in 2017 and
2018.
- Player Development: His focus on player development and teamwork fostered a culture of
excellence, resulting in numerous players being drafted into the NFL.

Klieman’s tenure solidified NDSU's reputation as a force in college football.

3. Matt Entz (2019-Present)

Taking over in 2019, Matt Entz has continued the tradition of success:

- Immediate Impact: Entz led the Bison to a national championship in his first year, showcasing his
ability to adapt and maintain high performance.
- Innovative Offense and Defense: His coaching strategies emphasize a balanced offensive attack
along with a formidable defense, keeping NDSU at the top of FCS football.

Entz’s leadership has ensured that NDSU remains a perennial contender for national championships.

Coaching Philosophy and Impact on Players

The coaching history at NDSU is not only about wins and losses; it’s also about the philosophies and
values imparted to players.

1. Emphasis on Teamwork and Discipline

Throughout the years, NDSU coaches have instilled:

- Team Cohesion: The importance of teamwork has been a consistent message, fostering a family-
oriented atmosphere among players.
- Discipline: Coaches emphasize the necessity of discipline, both on and off the field, preparing
players for life beyond football.

2. Development of Talent

NDSU coaches have been adept at recognizing and developing talent, leading to:

- NFL Success: Many former Bison players have gone on to have successful careers in the NFL, a
testament to the coaching staff's commitment to player development.
- Leadership Skills: Coaches focus on developing leadership qualities, preparing players for future
roles in their communities and careers.



Conclusion: A Legacy of Excellence

The history of NDSU football coaches reflects a legacy of excellence, innovation, and resilience.
From the early pioneers to the modern-day leaders, each coach has contributed uniquely to the
program’s success. The Bison’s dominance in FCS football can be attributed to the dedication of
these coaches, who have fostered a culture of teamwork, discipline, and relentless pursuit of
greatness.

As the program continues to evolve, the impact of past coaches remains evident in the values and
traditions upheld by current leaders and players alike. The NDSU football coaches history is not just
a chronicle of wins and losses but a story of growth, commitment, and the enduring spirit of the
Bison.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the NDSU football program?
The first head coach of the North Dakota State University football program was H. W. 'Hank' Hult,
who led the team in 1899.

Which NDSU football coach has the most wins in program
history?
As of 2023, the coach with the most wins in NDSU football history is Chris Klieman, who recorded a
total of 69 wins from 2014 to 2018.

What notable achievements did Craig Bohl accomplish during
his tenure as NDSU head coach?
Craig Bohl, who coached NDSU from 2003 to 2013, led the team to three consecutive FCS national
championships in 2011, 2012, and 2013, significantly elevating the program's reputation.

Who succeeded Chris Klieman as head coach of NDSU
football?
Matt Entz succeeded Chris Klieman as the head coach of the NDSU football team in 2019.

How many national championships has the NDSU football
program won under its coaches?
The NDSU football program has won a total of nine national championships, with the majority
occurring during the tenure of coaches like Craig Bohl and Chris Klieman.
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