NORTH CAROLINA BLACK HISTORY

NORTH CAROLINA BLACK HISTORY IS A RICH AND VITAL PART OF THE STATE'S CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL TAPESTRY,
REFLECTING CENTURIES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS, STRUGGLES, AND ACHIEVEMENTS. FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF
COLONIAL SETTLEMENT THROUGH THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND INTO THE PRESENT, AFRICAN AMERICANS IN NORTH
CAROLINA HAVE SHAPED THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE STATE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES KEY
MOMENTS, INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, AND SIGNIFICANT INSTITUTIONS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE DEPTH AND DIVERSITY OF BLACK HISTORY
IN NORTH CAROLINA. |T COVERS THE ORIGINS OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN THE REGION, THE IMPACT OF SLAVERY
AND EMANCIPATION, THE RISE OF BLACK EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, AND THE ONGOING FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.
ADDITIONALLY, THE ARTICLE ADDRESSES CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS AND EFFORTS TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE
BLACK HERITAGE ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA. THE FOLLOWING TABLE OF CONTENTS OUTLINES THE MAIN AREAS THAT WILL BE
DISCUSSED IN DETAIL.
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e CONTEMPORARY BLACK CULTURE AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION

EARLY AFRICAN AMERICAN HiSTORY IN NORTH CAROLINA

THE ORIGINS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN PRESENCE IN NORTH CAROLINA DATE BACK TO THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY WHEN ENSLAVED
AFRICANS WERE FIRST BROUGHT TO THE REGION. THESE EARLY ARRIVALS WERE PRIMARILY FORCED LABORERS, INTEGRAL TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLONIAL ECONOMY , PARTICULARLY IN AGRICULTURE. OVER TIME, A DISTINCT AFRICAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY BEGAN TO FORM DESPITE THE OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS OF SLAVERY. THE EARLY HISTORY ALSO INCLUDES MAROON
COMMUNITIES AND THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF FREE BLACKS PRIOR TO THE CIVIL \X/AR/ WHICH LAID ESSENTIAL GROUNDWORK FOR
THE RESILIENCE AND CULTURAL IDENTITY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE STATE.

ARRIVAL AND SETTLEMENT

ENSLAVED AFRICANS WERE BROUGHT TO NORTH CAROLINA AS EARLY AS 1660, PRIMARILY TO WORK ON PLANTATIONS
GROWING TOBACCO AND RICE. THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN POPULATING THE REGION
WITH AFRICAN LABORERS. WHILE MOST WERE ENSLAVED, SOME AFRICANS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS GAINED FREEDOM OVER TIME,
ESTABLISHING FREE BLACK COMMUNITIES IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS. THESE COMMUNITIES BECAME CENTERS OF CULTURAL
RETENTION AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION.

MArRoON COMMUNITIES AND RESISTANCE

THROUGHOUT THE COLONIAL AND ANTEBELLUM PERIODS, SOME AFRICAN AMERICANS ESCAPED SLAVERY AND FORMED MAROON
COMMUNITIES IN THE REMOTE SWAMPS AND FORESTS OF NORTH CAROLINA. THESE GROUPS WERE IMPORTANT SYMBOLS OF
RESISTANCE AND AUTONOMY. THEIR EXISTENCE CHALLENGED THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY AND PROVIDED REFUGE FOR ESCAPED



SLAVES, PLAYING A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE BROADER STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM.

THE IMPACT OF SLAVERY AND EMANCIPATION

SLAVERY DEFINED MUCH OF NorRTH CAROLINA’S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE FROM THE 17 TH CENTURY UNTIL THE CIVIL
W/ AR. THE ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICAN POPULATION ENDURED HARSH CONDITIONS, BUT ALSO DEVELOPED RICH CULTURAL
TRADITIONS AND NETWORKS OF SUPPORT. THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY WITH THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION AND THE END
ofF THE CIVIL WAR IN 1865 MARKED A PROFOUND TURNING POINT, RESHAPING THE LIVES AND STATUS OF BLACK NorTH
CAROLINIANS. HO\X/EVER, EMANCIPATION WAS FOLLOWED BY NEW CHALLENGES, INCLUDING SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SEGREGATION.

SLAVERY IN NORTH CAROLINA

By THE MID-19TH CENTURY, AFRICAN AMERICANS MADE UP A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF NORTH CAROLINA'S POPULATION, WITH
THE MAJORITY ENSLAVED. ENSLAVED PEOPLE WORKED PRIMARILY IN AGRICULTURE BUT ALSO IN SKILLED TRADES AND DOMESTIC
SERVICE. DESPITE THE OPPRESSIVE SYSTEM, ENSLAVED COMMUNITIES MAINTAINED CULTURAL AND FAMILIAL TIES, RELIGIOUS
PRACTICES, AND FORMS OF RESISTANCE, SUCH AS WORK SLOWDOWNS AND ESCAPE ATTEMPTS.

RECONSTRUCTION AND THE AFTERMATH

FoLLowING EMANCIPATION, AFRICAN AMERICANS IN NORTH CAROLINA EXPERIENCED A PERIOD OF POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND
COMMUNITY BUILDING DURING RECONSTRUCTION. BLACK MEN GAINED THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE, AND
INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES WERE ESTABLISHED. HO\X/EVER, THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION BROUGHT THE
RISE OFJIM CROW LAWS AND DISENFRANCHISEMENT , SEVERELY RESTRICTING AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS FOR DECADES.

BLACKk EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

EDUCATION AND RELIGION HAVE BEEN CORNERSTONES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE IN NORTH CAROLINA, SERVING AS SOURCES OF
EMPOWERMENT AND COMMUNITY COHESION. FROM THE POST-CIVIL W AR ERA ONWARD, AFRICAN AMERICANS FOUNDED
SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND CHURCHES THAT PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES IN FOSTERING LEADERSHIP AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. THESE
INSTITUTIONS PROVIDED EDUCATION, SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE, AND SOCIAL SUPPORT, HELPING TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF
EQUALITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS.

HisTorICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

NorTH CAROLINA IS HOME TO SEVERAL PROMINENT HISTORICALLY BLACk CoLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (HBCUS), INCLUDING
SHAW UNIVERSITY, NORTH CAROLINA AT STATE UNIVERSITY, AND FAYETTEVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY. FOUNDED IN THE
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, THESE INSTITUTIONS HAVE EDUCATED GENERATIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERS,
PROFESSIONALS, AND ACTIVISTS. THEY REMAIN VITAL CENTERS FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION.

RoLe oF THE BLAck CHURCH

THE BLACK CHURCH HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT INSTITUTION IN NORTH CAROLINA’S AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. CHURCHES
SUCH AS THOSE AFFILIATED WITH THE AFRICAN METHODIST EpiscopaL (AME) AND BAPTIST DENOMINATIONS PROVIDED



SPIRITUAL SOLACE AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT. THEY ALSO SERVED AS MEETING PLACES FOR ORGANIZING CIVIL RIGHTS
ACTIVITIES AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS, STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY BONDS AND POLITICAL ACTIVISM.

NorTH CAROLINA’S RoLE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

NorTH CAROLINA PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, WITH AFRICAN AMERICAN ACTIVISTS
CHALLENGING SEGREGATION, DISCRIMINATION, AND VOTER SUPPRESSION. THE STATE WITNESSED NUMEROUS PROTESTS, SIT-INS,
AND LEGAL BATTLES THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE NATIONAL STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS. THESE EFFORTS LED TO SIGNIFICANT
LEGISLATIVE AND SOCIAL CHANGES, IMPROVING OPPORTUNITIES AND RIGHTS FOR BLACK CITIZENS.

Key EVENTS AND PROTESTS

ONE OF THE MOST NOTABLE EVENTS WAS THE 1960 GREENSBORO SIT-INS, INITIATED BY FOUR AFRICAN AMERICAN COLLEGE
STUDENTS AT A SEGREGATED W OOLWORTH’S LUNCH COUNTER. THIS NONVIOLENT PROTEST SPARKED A WAVE OF SIMILAR
DEMONSTRATIONS ACROSS THE SOUTH AND BECAME A SYMBOL OF GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM. OTHER IMPORTANT EVENTS
INCLUDED VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES AND BOYCOTTS AIMED AT DISMANTLING SEGREGATION AND PROMOTING EQUALITY.

LeEGAL AND PoLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS

NorRTH CAROLINA CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS WORKED TIRELESSLY TO CHALLENGE DISCRIMINATORY LAWS THROUGH THE COURTS
AND POLITICAL PROCESSES. THEIR EFFORTS CONTRIBUTED TO THE PASSAGE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT AND VOTING RIGHTS
ACT, WHICH DISMANTLED LEGAL SEGREGATION AND ENFRANCHISED AFRICAN AMERICANS. THE MOVEMENT ALSO PAVED THE WAY
FOR INCREASED BLACK POLITICAL REPRESENTATION WITHIN THE STATE.

NoTABLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FIGURES FROM NORTH CAROLINA

NorTH CAROLINA HAS PRODUCED NUMEROUS AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERS, ARTISTS, SCHOLARS, AND ACTIVISTS WHOSE
CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE HAD LASTING IMPACTS LOCALLY AND NATIONALLY. THESE INDIVIDUALS EMBODY THE SPIRIT OF
PERSEVERANCE AND ACHIEVEMENT THAT CHARACTERIZES BLACK HISTORY IN THE STATE.

e ELLA BAKER: A PROMINENT CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZER AND STRATEGIST WHO PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN THE NAACP, SCLC,
AND SNCC.

o JaMes E. SHEPARD: FOUNDER OF NorTH CAROLINA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY, ONE OF THE NATION’S LEADING HBCUS.

® SHIRLEY CHISHOLM: BORN IN BROOKLYN TO PARENTS FROM NORTH CAROLINA, SHE BECAME THE FIRST AFRICAN
AMERICAN WOMAN ELECTED TO CONGRESS AND A TRAILBLAZING POLITICAL FIGURE.

® Rev. Dr. WiLLIAM J. BARBER |l: CONTEMPORARY CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER AND PASTOR KNOWN FOR HIS WORK WITH THE
MoRAL MONDAYS MOVEMENT.

L4 JOHN COLTRANE: LEGENDARY JAZZ SAXOPHONIST BORN IN HAMLET, NORTH CAROLINA, WHOSE MUSIC HAS INFLUENCED
GENERATIONS.



CoNTEMPORARY BLACk CULTURE AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION

TODAY, EFFORTS TO CELEBRATE AND PRESERVE NORTH CAROLINA BLACK HISTORY ARE EVIDENT IN CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS,
FESTIVALS, AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES. MUSEUMS, HISTORICAL SITES, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS WORK TO
MAINTAIN AW ARENESS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE AND ITS ONGOING SIGNIFICANCE. THESE ACTIVITIES ENSURE THAT BLACK
HISTORY REMAINS A LIVING AND DYNAMIC PART OF NORTH CAROLINA’S IDENTITY.

CULTURAL FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

ANNUAL EVENTS SUCH AS BLACK HiISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS,JUNETEENTH FESTIVALS, AND THE NorTH CAROLINA AFRICAN
AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION’S PROGRAMS HIGHLIGHT THE STATE’S DIVERSE BLACK CULTURAL HERITAGE. THESE EVENTS
PROMOTE EDUCATION, PRIDE, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AMONG ALL NorTH CAROLINIANS.

MuseumMs AND HISTORICAL SITES

INSTITUTIONS LIKE THE NORTH CAROLINA AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION, THE HARVEY B. GANTT CENTER FOR
AFRICAN-AMERICAN ARTS + CULTURE, AND HISTORIC SITES SUCH AS THE BENNETT PLACE AND STAGVILLE PLANTATION OFFER
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES AND EXHIBITIONS. THESE VENUES PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE AND
PRESERVE IMPORTANT NARRATIVES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO SERVE IN THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL
ASSEMBLY?

HIRAM RHODES REVELS WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO SERVE IN THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY DURING THE
RECONSTRUCTION ERA.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NORTH CAROLINA FREEDOM MONUMENT IN BLACK
HISTORY?

THE NoRTH CAROLINA FREEDOM MONUMENT HONORS AFRICAN AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS AND THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
IN THE STATE, SYMBOLIZING FREEDOM AND EQUALITY.

How DID THE GREENSBORO SIT-INS IMPACT BLACK HISTORY IN NORTH CAROLINA?

THE 1960 GREENSBORO SIT-INS WERE A PIVOTAL CIVIL RIGHTS PROTEST LED BY FOUR BLACK COLLEGE STUDENTS THAT
CHALLENGED SEGREGATION AT A \WOOLWORTH'S LUNCH COUNTER, SPARKING SIMILAR ACTIONS NATIONWIDE.

WHo WAS PAULI MURRAY AND WHAT WAS HER CONTRIBUTION TO BLACK HISTORY IN
NorTH CAROLINA?

PAULI MURRAY WAS A CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST, LAWYER, AND WRITER FROM NorTH CAROLINA WHO PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE
IN FIGHTING FOR RACIAL AND GENDER EQUALITY IN THE 20TH CENTURY.



WHAT ROLE DID NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICALLY PLAY IN THE UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD?

NorTH CAROLINA WAS A KEY STATE IN THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD NETWORK, PROVIDING SECRET ROUTES AND SAFE HOUSES
TO HELP ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICANS ESCAPE TO FREEDOM.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. BLAck WILMINGTON AND THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE HISTORY OF W/ILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, FOCUSING ON THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY’S
FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND POLITICAL REPRESENTATION. |T DELVES INTO THE 1898 WILMINGTON RACE RIOT AND ITS LONG-
LASTING EFFECTS ON BLACK RESIDENTS. THE AUTHOR PROVIDES A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND
POLITICAL CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE CITY.

2. FREEDOM’S [ AWMAKERS: A DIRECTORY OF BLACK OFFICEHOLDERS DURING RECONS TRUCTION

THOUGH COVERING THE ENTIRE RECONSTRUCTION ERA, THIS BOOK INCLUDES SIGNIFICANT PROFILES OF BLACK POLITICAL
LEADERS IN NORTH CAROLINA. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGISLATORS, JUDGES, AND OFFICIALS
WHO SHAPED THE STATE’S POST-CIVIL W AR HISTORY. THE DIRECTORY FORMAT OFFERS VALUABLE BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS AND
CONTEXT FOR EACH FIGURE.

3. NorTH CAROLINA BLACK HERITAGE: A GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES

THIS GUIDEBOOK OUTLINES IMPORTANT HISTORICAL SITES ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA THAT COMMEMORATE AFRICAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE. |T INCLUDES MUSEUMS, LANDMARKS, AND NEIGHBORHOODS SIGNIFICANT TO BLACK HISTORY. THE BOOK SERVES AS A
RESOURCE FOR TRAVELERS AND SCHOLARS INTERESTED IN EXPLORING THE STATE’S RICH CULTURAL PAST.

4. THE BLAck SouTH AND THE PoLiTics oF RACE IN NoRTH CAROLINA

FOCUSING ON POLITICAL MOVEMENTS AND RACE RELATIONS, THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN
NoRTH CAROLINA FROM THE LATE 19TH CENTURY THROUGH THE 20TH CENTURY. |T ADDRESSES THE DEVELOPMENT OF BLACK
POLITICAL POWER AND THE CHALLENGES IMPOSED BY SEGREGATION AND DISENFRANCHISEMENT. THE AUTHOR USES EXTENSIVE
ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE NARRATIVE.

5. RooTs oF ResiLIENCE: AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES IN NORTH CAROLINA

THIS VOLUME TELLS THE STORIES OF VARIOUS BLACK COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT NORTH CAROLINA, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR
CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC RESILIENCE. |T COVERS RURAL AND URBAN AREAS, EMPHASIZING COMMUNITY-BUILDING
EFFORTS AND RESISTANCE TO DISCRIMINATION. PERSONAL STORIES AND HISTORICAL ANALYSIS COMBINE TO PORTRAY A VIBRANT
AND ENDURING HERITAGE.

6. FroM SLAVERY TO Freepom IN NorRTH CAROLINA

THIS BOOK TRACES THE JOURNEY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN NORTH CAROLINA FROM THE ERA OF SLAVERY TO EMANCIPATION
AND BEYOND. |T EXAMINES THE LEGAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATIONS THAT SHAPED BLACK LIFE IN THE STATE. THE
NARRATIVE PAYS SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE STRUGGLES FOR EDUCATION, LAND OWNERSHIP, AND CIVIL RIGHTS.

7. BLack EpucaToRrS IN NORTH CAROLINA: A HISTORY OF STRUGGLE AND ACHIEVEMENT

HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN TEACHERS AND EDUCATIONAL LEADERS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE FIGHT FOR
EQUAL EDUCATION IN NORTH CAROLINA. |T DISCUSSES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BLACK SCHOOLS DURING SEGREGATION AND THE
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. THE BOOK ALSO HONORS INFLUENTIAL EDUCATORS WHO MADE LASTING
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.

8. AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES OF NORTH CAROLINA: PILLARS OF STRENGTH

THIS WORK EXAMINES THE CRITICAL ROLE OF BLACK CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA AS CENTERS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE, SOCIAL
ACTIVISM, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION. T COVERS THE HISTORY OF PROMINENT AFRICAN AMERICAN CONGREGATIONS AND
THEIR LEADERSHIP IN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS. THE BOOK ILLUSTRATES HOW FAITH COMMUNITIES HAVE SUSTAINED AND
EMPOWERED BLACK RESIDENTS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

Q. NorTH CAROLINA’S BLACK FREEDOM STRUGGLE: FROM EMANCIPATION TO THE PRESENT
THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY COVERS THE ONGOING FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND EQUALITY BY AFRICAN AMERICANS IN NORTH
CAROLINA. [T sPANS FROM THE POST-CIVIL W AR PERIOD THROUGH THE 20TH CENTURY AND INTO CONTEMPORARY TIMES. THE



AUTHOR HIGHLIGHTS KEY EVENTS, LEADERS, AND GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE STATE’S BLACK HISTORY
LANDSCAPE.
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