nclex stopped at 85 questions 2023

NCLEX stopped at 85 questions 2023 is a topic that generates a lot of interest among
nursing candidates preparing for the National Council Licensure Examination. The NCLEX is
a crucial step in becoming a registered nurse (RN) or licensed practical nurse (LPN), and
understanding how the exam functions can significantly impact candidates' preparation and
mindset. In this article, we will explore what it means when the NCLEX stops at 85
questions, the implications for test-takers, and strategies for success.

Understanding the NCLEX Exam Format

The NCLEX exam is designhed to assess the competency of nursing candidates. It utilizes a
Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT) format, which means that the test adapts to the test-
taker's ability level. The exam begins with a standard set of questions and adjusts the
difficulty based on the candidate's performance.

Key Features of the NCLEX Exam

- Computerized Adaptive Testing: The test adjusts the difficulty of questions based on how
well the candidate answers previous questions.

- Minimum and Maximum Questions: Candidates can be asked a minimum of 75 questions
and a maximum of 145 questions for the RN exam, or 85 for the LPN exam.

- Time Limit: Candidates have a maximum of 5 hours to complete the test, including breaks.

What Does It Mean When the NCLEX Stops at 85
Questions?

When candidates receive the notification that their NCLEX stopped at 85 questions, it can
evoke a mix of emotions, including anxiety and confusion. The stopping point is significant
because it indicates a specific outcome based on the candidate's performance.

Possible Outcomes When Stopping at 85 Questions

1. Passing the Exam: If the NCLEX stops at 85 questions and the candidate has shown
sufficient competency, they may have passed the exam. The adaptive testing will terminate
when it determines that the candidate has met the passing standard.

2. Failing the Exam: Conversely, if the candidate has not demonstrated the necessary
competency level, the exam may also stop at 85 questions, indicating a failing result.

3. Uncertainty: In some cases, candidates may feel uncertain about their performance,



especially if they believe they were adequately prepared but the exam stopped early.

Understanding the Scoring Process

The NCLEX scoring process is complex and operates on a pass/fail basis. Here’s how it
works:

How Scoring Works

- Item Response Theory (IRT): The NCLEX uses IRT to determine the difficulty of questions
and the candidate's ability level. Each question answered correctly increases the
candidate's ability estimate.

- Passing Standard: The Nursing Board sets a passing standard, which is adjusted based on
statistical measures. If the candidate's ability estimate exceeds this standard, they pass; if
not, they fail.

- Confidence Intervals: The exam may stop when the candidate’s ability is either clearly

above or below the passing standard, creating a confidence interval around the ability
estimate.

Preparing for the NCLEX: Strategies for Success

Preparation for the NCLEX is crucial, especially for those who want to minimize anxiety
surrounding the exam stopping at 85 questions. Here are some effective strategies:

Study Techniques

- Use NCLEX Review Books: Invest in reputable NCLEX review books that offer practice
questions and detailed rationales.

- Online Practice Questions: Utilize online resources that offer adaptive practice tests
mimicking the NCLEX format.

- Join a Study Group: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding and retention of
material.

- Take a Review Course: Consider enrolling in an NCLEX review course, which can provide
structured learning and guidance.



Test-Taking Strategies

- Understand the Question Format: Familiarize yourself with the types of questions you will
encounter, such as multiple-choice, select-all-that-apply, and fill-in-the-blank.

- Practice Time Management: Work on pacing yourself during practice exams to ensure you
can complete the test within the allotted time.

- Read Questions Carefully: Take time to read each question thoroughly and ensure you
understand what is being asked before selecting an answer.

After the Exam: What to Expect

Once you complete the NCLEX, it's common to experience a whirlwind of emotions. Here’s
what you can expect after the exam:

Immediate Aftermath

- Computerized Results: The computer will provide an immediate pass/fail result for many
candidates, but official results may take a few days to be processed and reported by the
nursing board.

- PVT (Pearson Vue Trick): Many candidates use the Pearson Vue Trick, which involves
attempting to re-register for the exam. If you receive a message indicating that your
registration cannot be processed, it typically indicates a passing result.

Dealing with Outcomes

- If You Pass: Celebrate your achievement! You are one step closer to becoming a licensed
nurse.

- If You Fail: Take time to process your emotions. Review your performance, identify areas
for improvement, and create a study plan for retaking the exam.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the NCLEX stopped at 85 questions 2023 can be a pivotal moment for
nursing candidates. Understanding the implications of this stopping point, coupled with
effective preparation strategies, can help candidates approach the exam with confidence.
Whether you find yourself celebrating a passing result or preparing for a retake, remember
that persistence and dedication are key components of success in this challenging journey.
Embrace the learning experience, and best of luck on your path to becoming a licensed



nurse!

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean if the NCLEX stops at 85 questions?

If the NCLEX stops at 85 questions, it means that the computer-adaptive testing system has
determined that it has enough information to assess your competency level, either
confirming that you have passed or that you have not met the passing standard.

Is it possible to pass the NCLEX if it stops at 85
questions?

Yes, it is possible to pass the NCLEX if it stops at 85 questions. The exam uses a statistical
algorithm to determine your competency, and stopping at 85 questions could indicate you
have demonstrated sufficient knowledge to pass.

What percentage of candidates usually pass the NCLEX
when it stops at 85 questions?

Statistically, approximately 50-60% of candidates who have their NCLEX exam stop at 85
questions tend to pass, but this can vary based on the overall cohort and the test's
difficulty.

What should | do if my NCLEX exam stops at 85
questions?

If your NCLEX exam stops at 85 questions, it's important to remain calm. Focus on positive
thoughts, and remember that your performance is assessed based on the responses you
provided during the exam.

How does the NCLEX adapt to a test-taker's responses?

The NCLEX adapts by adjusting the difficulty of questions based on your previous answers.
If you answer correctly, the questions become more challenging; if you answer incorrectly,
the questions may become easier.

What are some common misconceptions about the
NCLEX stopping at 85 questions?

A common misconception is that stopping at 85 questions automatically means failure. In
reality, the stopping point is based on your performance, and it can indicate either passing
or failing depending on the overall competency demonstrated.
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