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non cooperation movement by mahatma gandhi was a pivotal chapter in India's struggle for
independence from British colonial rule. Initiated in 1920, this mass protest marked a significant shift
in the Indian National Congress's approach, emphasizing nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience.
The movement galvanized millions of Indians across various socio-economic backgrounds to reject
British institutions and goods, promoting self-reliance and national pride. Mahatma Gandhi’s
leadership during the non cooperation movement demonstrated the power of peaceful protest and its
capacity to unite a diverse population under a common cause. This article explores the origins,
objectives, key events, strategies, and outcomes of the non cooperation movement by Mahatma
Gandhi, highlighting its impact on the subsequent phases of India's freedom struggle. Additionally,
the article sheds light on the challenges faced and the reasons behind the movement's eventual
suspension. The following sections provide a detailed examination of these aspects.
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Background and Causes
The non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi emerged against a backdrop of widespread
discontent with British colonial rule. The immediate catalyst was the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in
1919, where British troops killed hundreds of unarmed civilians in Amritsar, igniting outrage across
India. Additionally, the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles and the failure of British authorities to
address Indian demands for self-governance contributed to growing unrest. The Rowlatt Act, which
allowed preventive detention without trial, further alienated Indians and intensified resistance.
Gandhi, who had recently returned from South Africa, advocated for a unified, nonviolent response to
British oppression. The broader context of World War I had also strained British resources, creating a
political environment ripe for mass mobilization. This confluence of events set the stage for the
launch of the non cooperation movement, marking a strategic shift towards nonviolent mass protest
and civil disobedience.



Objectives of the Non Cooperation Movement
The primary goal of the non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi was to induce the British
government to grant self-rule or Swaraj to India through peaceful means. Gandhi envisioned a society
free from foreign domination, where Indians could govern themselves based on justice and equality.
The movement aimed to boycott British goods, institutions, and services to weaken colonial authority
economically and politically. It also sought to revive indigenous industries, especially hand-spinning
and weaving, to promote self-sufficiency and reduce dependence on imported British textiles.
Furthermore, the non cooperation movement intended to foster national unity by transcending
religious, caste, and regional divisions. By encouraging Indians to withdraw their cooperation from
colonial administration, Gandhi hoped to demonstrate the legitimacy and strength of indigenous
leadership and cultivate a spirit of nationalism across the country.

Strategies and Methods Adopted
The non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi employed a variety of strategies rooted in the
philosophy of nonviolence (ahimsa) and civil disobedience. These methods were designed to
challenge British authority without resorting to violence, thereby maintaining moral high ground and
broad public support.

Boycott of British Goods
One of the most visible aspects of the movement was the widespread boycott of British-made
products, particularly textiles. Indians were encouraged to stop buying imported cloth and instead use
homespun khadi, revitalizing traditional crafts.

Withdrawal from British Institutions
Participants were urged to resign from government jobs, avoid attending British-run schools and
colleges, and refuse to pay taxes as a form of protest. This withdrawal from official institutions sought
to disrupt the functioning of the colonial administration.

Promotion of Swadeshi and Khadi
The movement emphasized the revival of indigenous industries as a means of economic
independence. Spinning and weaving khadi became symbols of self-reliance and resistance against
foreign domination.

Peaceful Demonstrations and Rallies
Mass meetings, processions, and public speeches were organized to spread the message of non
cooperation and galvanize the masses. These peaceful gatherings helped build solidarity and raise
awareness about the cause.

Legal Noncompliance
Gandhi urged Indians to defy unjust laws without resorting to violence, encouraging acts such as
refusal to pay taxes and non-attendance in colonial courts.



Boycott of foreign goods and promotion of indigenous products

Refusal to hold government jobs and participate in elections

Withdrawal from British education and legal systems

Encouragement of nonviolent protests and peaceful resistance

Key Events During the Movement
The non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi witnessed several momentous events that
shaped its course and influence across India.

Launch of the Movement
The movement was officially launched in 1920 after Gandhi’s call for non cooperation at the Nagpur
session of the Indian National Congress. This marked the beginning of mass participation in the
struggle for independence.

Participation Across India
Millions of Indians from diverse backgrounds joined the movement, demonstrating unity and
commitment. Students boycotted schools and colleges, lawyers gave up their practices, and peasants
refused to pay taxes.

Khilafat Movement Alliance
The non cooperation movement aligned with the Khilafat Movement, which aimed to protect the
Ottoman Caliphate after World War I. This alliance helped bridge Hindu-Muslim divides and broadened
the base of the nationalist struggle.

Chauri Chaura Incident
In 1922, the movement faced a setback when a violent clash at Chauri Chaura led to the death of
police officers. This incident contradicted Gandhi’s principle of nonviolence and led him to suspend
the movement.

Impact and Significance
The non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi had a profound impact on India's independence
struggle and the political landscape of the time. It marked the first mass-based nationalist movement
that involved millions of ordinary Indians, thereby transforming the freedom struggle from an elite-led
endeavor into a popular movement.

Political Awakening: The movement awakened political consciousness among the Indian



populace, encouraging active participation in the fight against colonial rule.

Unity Among Communities: The alliance with the Khilafat Movement helped foster Hindu-
Muslim unity, strengthening the nationalist front.

Economic Impact: The boycott of British goods significantly affected British economic interests
in India and promoted indigenous industries.

Nonviolent Resistance Model: Gandhi’s emphasis on nonviolence set a precedent for future
movements and inspired civil rights leaders worldwide.

Strengthening the INC: The Indian National Congress grew in strength and reach, becoming
the principal vehicle for India's independence movement.

Despite its suspension, the non cooperation movement laid the foundation for future mass
movements and demonstrated the effectiveness of nonviolent civil disobedience as a tool against
colonial oppression.

Reasons for Suspension
The non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi was abruptly suspended in February 1922
following the Chauri Chaura incident. On February 4, 1922, a violent mob attacked and set fire to a
police station in Chauri Chaura, Uttar Pradesh, resulting in the deaths of 22 policemen. This outbreak
of violence was contrary to Gandhi’s strict doctrine of nonviolence and posed a moral dilemma for him
as a leader committed to peaceful protest.

Gandhi believed that the Indian populace was not yet fully prepared to maintain discipline necessary
for nonviolent resistance. He feared that continuing the movement under these conditions might lead
to widespread violence, which could undermine the legitimacy of the struggle and alienate moderate
supporters. Consequently, Gandhi called off the non cooperation movement to prevent further
bloodshed and to reorganize efforts towards a more disciplined and effective campaign for
independence.

Other contributing factors to the suspension included the British government's crackdown on
protestors, arrests of key leaders, and internal divisions within the Indian National Congress regarding
the movement's direction. The suspension marked a temporary pause but did not diminish the
movement's lasting influence on India’s path to freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Non-Cooperation Movement initiated by
Mahatma Gandhi?
The Non-Cooperation Movement was a mass protest launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920 to resist
British rule in India through non-violent means such as boycotting British goods, institutions, and
services.



When did the Non-Cooperation Movement take place?
The Non-Cooperation Movement took place between 1920 and 1922.

What were the main objectives of the Non-Cooperation
Movement?
The main objectives were to attain self-rule (Swaraj), promote Indian goods, boycott British
institutions, and protest against the Rowlatt Act and Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

Why did Mahatma Gandhi launch the Non-Cooperation
Movement?
Gandhi launched the movement to unite Indians against British colonial rule using non-violent
resistance, especially after the anger caused by the Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

How did Indians participate in the Non-Cooperation
Movement?
Indians participated by boycotting British goods, schools, courts, and services, promoting Khadi
(handspun cloth), and refusing to pay taxes or participate in British government functions.

What role did the Non-Cooperation Movement play in India's
independence struggle?
The movement marked the first mass-scale participation of Indians in the freedom struggle,
mobilizing millions and bringing nationalistic fervor to the forefront against British rule.

Why was the Non-Cooperation Movement called off by Gandhi
in 1922?
Gandhi called off the movement after the Chauri Chaura incident, where protesters turned violent and
killed police officers, which went against his principle of non-violence.

What was the impact of the Non-Cooperation Movement on
Indian society?
It united diverse sections of Indian society in the freedom struggle, increased political awareness, and
laid the foundation for future civil disobedience movements.

Which key leaders supported the Non-Cooperation Movement
alongside Gandhi?
Leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, and C. Rajagopalachari
actively supported and led the Non-Cooperation Movement.



Additional Resources
1. Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation Movement: A Political Biography
This book provides an in-depth analysis of Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership during the Non-Cooperation
Movement of 1920-1922. It explores the political context of colonial India and how Gandhi mobilized
masses through nonviolent resistance. The biography highlights key events and strategies that
shaped the movement’s impact on India’s struggle for independence.

2. The Making of the Non-Cooperation Movement
This title delves into the origins and development of the Non-Cooperation Movement, tracing Gandhi’s
philosophical and strategic evolution. It examines the social, economic, and political factors that led to
the mass civil disobedience campaign. The book sheds light on the role of the Indian National
Congress and grassroots participation in the movement.

3. Gandhi’s Non-Cooperation Movement: A Study in Civil Disobedience
Focusing on the principles of civil disobedience, this book analyzes how Gandhi’s tactics during the
Non-Cooperation Movement influenced global nonviolent resistance. It discusses the movement’s
successes and challenges, including the reasons behind its eventual suspension. The author offers
insights into the moral and ethical dimensions of Gandhi’s approach.

4. India’s Struggle for Independence: The Non-Cooperation Phase
This book situates the Non-Cooperation Movement within the broader Indian independence struggle,
highlighting its significance in weakening British colonial authority. It covers major events such as the
boycott of British goods, institutions, and honors. The narrative includes perspectives from
contemporary leaders and participants in the movement.

5. Gandhi and Mass Mobilization: Lessons from the Non-Cooperation Movement
Examining Gandhi’s ability to inspire and organize millions, this book studies the techniques used to
engage diverse groups across India. It discusses the role of communication, symbolism, and
grassroots activism in sustaining the movement. The text also evaluates the movement’s legacy for
future social and political campaigns.

6. The Non-Cooperation Movement: Causes and Consequences
This comprehensive work explores the immediate and long-term causes that triggered the Non-
Cooperation Movement. It also analyzes the consequences for Indian society, British colonial policy,
and Gandhi’s own philosophy. The book provides a balanced view of the movement’s impact on
India’s path to independence.

7. Gandhi’s Political Thought and the Non-Cooperation Movement
Focusing on Gandhi’s ideological framework, this book investigates how his beliefs shaped the
strategies employed during the Non-Cooperation Movement. It discusses key concepts such as
satyagraha, self-reliance, and nonviolence. The author highlights the interplay between Gandhi’s
spiritual values and political activism.

8. Voices of the Non-Cooperation Movement: Eyewitness Accounts and Letters
This unique collection compiles firsthand accounts, letters, and speeches from participants and
observers of the Non-Cooperation Movement. It provides a personal and diverse perspective on the
hopes, struggles, and experiences of those involved. The book offers an intimate view of the
movement’s human dimension.

9. The Legacy of Gandhi’s Non-Cooperation Movement in Modern India



This book explores how the ideals and methods of the Non-Cooperation Movement continue to
influence contemporary social and political movements in India. It traces the movement’s enduring
relevance in promoting nonviolent resistance and democratic values. The author reflects on Gandhi’s
lasting impact on Indian society and global activism.
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