
nevada corporate practice of medicine
Nevada corporate practice of medicine is a crucial area of law that governs how medical
practices operate within the state. Understanding this doctrine is essential for healthcare providers,
corporate entities, and legal professionals involved in healthcare management. The corporate
practice of medicine (CPOM) doctrine restricts the ability of corporations to own or control medical
practices and is rooted in the concern over the quality of care and the ethical practice of medicine.
This article will delve into the nuances of Nevada’s approach to the corporate practice of medicine, its
implications, and the exceptions to the rule.

Understanding the Corporate Practice of Medicine
Doctrine

The corporate practice of medicine doctrine generally prohibits non-physicians, including
corporations, from employing physicians to provide medical services. This is primarily to prevent the
commercialization of medical care, ensuring that medical decisions are made by licensed
professionals rather than corporate interests.

Key Objectives of the CPOM Doctrine

1. Protecting Patient Care: The primary aim is to ensure that medical decisions prioritize patient
welfare over profit motives.
2. Maintaining Professional Autonomy: Physicians are encouraged to practice independently, free from
external pressures that may compromise their professional judgment.
3. Ensuring Compliance with Medical Standards: By limiting corporate involvement, the doctrine helps
maintain high standards of medical practice.

Nevada’s Specific Regulations on CPOM

In Nevada, the corporate practice of medicine is recognized and enforced through various statutes
and regulations. The Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) and the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) lay
down specific guidelines regarding the ownership and operation of medical practices.

Legal Framework

- NRS Chapter 630 deals with the regulation of physicians and osteopathic physicians.
- NRS Chapter 632 addresses the practice of nursing and the role of nurse practitioners.
- NRS Chapter 616A outlines the requirements for worker’s compensation and related medical
services.

These statutes emphasize the importance of physician ownership and control over medical practices.



Restrictions Imposed by CPOM in Nevada

1. Ownership: Only licensed medical professionals can own or control a medical practice.
2. Employment: Non-physicians cannot employ physicians to provide medical services directly.
3. Fee Splitting: Physicians are restricted from sharing fees with non-physicians or corporations to
prevent improper financial arrangements that could influence medical judgment.

Implications of the CPOM Doctrine in Nevada

The implications of the corporate practice of medicine doctrine in Nevada are significant for
healthcare entities and providers. Understanding these can help navigate the complexities of medical
practice ownership and operation.

Impact on Healthcare Delivery

- Access to Care: The restrictions may limit the ability of corporations to invest in and expand medical
practices, potentially affecting access to care.
- Integration of Services: Corporations may struggle to provide integrated healthcare services due to
CPOM restrictions, impacting the overall efficiency of care delivery.
- Legal Risks: Healthcare providers and corporations must be vigilant about compliance, as violations
can lead to fines, loss of licensure, or legal action.

Exceptions to the CPOM Rule in Nevada

While the corporate practice of medicine doctrine is strict, there are notable exceptions that allow for
some flexibility:

1. Physician Networks and Partnerships: Physicians can form partnerships or corporations among
themselves to share resources and improve operational efficiency.
2. Professional Corporations: Physicians may establish professional corporations (PCs) that comply
with state regulations, allowing for shared ownership among licensed medical professionals.
3. Hospitals and Healthcare Systems: In certain cases, hospitals and healthcare systems may employ
physicians, but this is typically subject to extensive regulation and oversight.

Challenges and Considerations

As the healthcare landscape evolves, so do the challenges associated with the corporate practice of
medicine doctrine in Nevada. It is essential for stakeholders to stay informed about changes in
regulations and the implications for practice operations.



Legal Challenges

1. Regulatory Compliance: Healthcare providers must navigate the complex web of state and federal
regulations to ensure compliance.
2. Litigation Risks: Non-compliance with CPOM can lead to lawsuits and disciplinary actions, impacting
both personal and professional reputations.
3. Changing Laws: As healthcare reform continues, the laws surrounding the corporate practice of
medicine may evolve, necessitating ongoing education and adaptation.

Best Practices for Compliance

For healthcare entities looking to navigate the corporate practice of medicine in Nevada, the following
best practices can help ensure compliance:

1. Consult Legal Experts: Engage healthcare attorneys familiar with Nevada law to review business
structures and practices.
2. Educate Staff: Ensure that all staff, including physicians and administrative personnel, understand
the implications of CPOM and their responsibilities.
3. Regular Audits: Conduct regular audits of business practices to identify potential areas of non-
compliance and address them proactively.

Conclusion

The corporate practice of medicine doctrine in Nevada is a critical component of the healthcare
regulatory framework. Its primary focus is to safeguard the integrity of medical practice and protect
patient care from profit-driven motives. For healthcare providers, understanding Nevada’s specific
regulations, the implications of CPOM, and the available exceptions is vital for successful practice
management. By adhering to best practices and staying informed about legal developments,
healthcare entities can navigate the complexities of the corporate practice of medicine while
continuing to provide quality care to patients.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the corporate practice of medicine doctrine in
Nevada?
The corporate practice of medicine doctrine in Nevada prohibits corporations from practicing medicine
or employing physicians to provide medical services. It aims to ensure that medical decisions are
made by licensed professionals rather than corporate entities.

Are there any exceptions to the corporate practice of



medicine rule in Nevada?
Yes, there are exceptions. Certain entities, such as nonprofit organizations and some healthcare
management companies, may operate under specific regulatory frameworks that allow them to
employ physicians under certain conditions.

What are the consequences for violating the corporate
practice of medicine in Nevada?
Violating the corporate practice of medicine doctrine can lead to administrative penalties, loss of
medical licenses for physicians involved, and potential civil liabilities for the corporation.

How does the corporate practice of medicine doctrine affect
telemedicine in Nevada?
The corporate practice of medicine doctrine applies to telemedicine as well. Companies offering
telehealth services must ensure that physicians are appropriately licensed and that the company
does not engage in unauthorized practice of medicine.

What should healthcare companies in Nevada do to comply
with the corporate practice of medicine regulations?
Healthcare companies should consult legal experts to ensure compliance, structure their operations
to avoid unauthorized practice of medicine, and create partnerships with licensed physicians who can
oversee medical services.

Is there a movement to reform the corporate practice of
medicine doctrine in Nevada?
Yes, there are ongoing discussions among healthcare professionals and policymakers about potential
reforms to the corporate practice of medicine doctrine in Nevada, aiming to balance corporate
interests with the need for quality patient care.
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