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Next Generation NCLEX Study Guide: Aspiring nurses preparing for the National Council Licensure
Examination (NCLEX) are now facing a revamped version of the exam known as the Next Generation
NCLEX (NGN). This new format is designed to assess nursing candidates' critical thinking, clinical
judgment, and decision-making skills more effectively than ever before. With the introduction of
innovative question types and scenarios, preparing for the NGN requires a strategic approach. This
study guide aims to equip you with the tools and strategies needed to succeed in this challenging
examination.

Understanding the Next Generation NCLEX (NGN)

What is the Next Generation NCLEX?
The Next Generation NCLEX is an updated version of the traditional NCLEX exam that incorporates
new question formats and focuses on assessing a candidate’s ability to apply knowledge in clinical
situations. The NGN aims to ensure that nurses entering the workforce are equipped with the
necessary skills to provide safe and effective patient care.

Key Features of the NGN
- Enhanced Question Types: The NGN introduces new formats such as multiple response, drag and
drop, and fill-in-the-blank questions.
- Clinical Judgment Measurement: The test evaluates candidates on their ability to use clinical
judgment in diverse scenarios, reflecting real-life nursing practice.
- Case Studies: Questions may be presented in the context of patient scenarios, requiring candidates
to analyze data and make informed decisions.
- Increased Emphasis on Concepts: The NGN focuses on core nursing concepts, including patient
safety, health promotion, and disease prevention.

Preparing for the Next Generation NCLEX

Creating a Study Schedule
Developing a study schedule is crucial for effective preparation. Here are some tips to create one:

1. Assess Your Timeline: Determine how much time you have before your exam date.
2. Set Specific Goals: Break down your study material into manageable sections and set goals for
each.
3. Daily Study Blocks: Allocate specific time blocks each day for studying, ensuring you cover all
subjects.
4. Include Breaks: Schedule regular breaks to avoid burnout and retain information better.



Study Materials and Resources
Utilizing the right study materials can make a significant difference in your preparation. Consider
the following resources:

- NCLEX Prep Books: Invest in updated NCLEX review books that focus on NGN content.
- Online Courses: Enroll in online prep courses that offer practice questions and interactive learning.
- Practice Tests: Use practice exams to familiarize yourself with the new question formats and
pacing.
- Mobile Apps: Download NCLEX prep apps for on-the-go studying.

Effective Study Techniques

Active Learning Strategies
Engaging with the material actively enhances retention and understanding. Here are some
techniques:

- Practice Questions: Regularly complete practice questions, focusing on NGN-style items.
- Group Study: Join a study group to discuss complex topics and quiz each other.
- Flashcards: Create flashcards for key concepts, medications, and nursing interventions.

Utilizing Simulation Tools
Simulations can help bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application.
Consider these options:

- Virtual Simulations: Participate in online nursing simulations that mimic real-life scenarios.
- Clinical Skills Lab: If accessible, practice in a clinical skills lab to enhance your hands-on skills.

Mastering Clinical Judgment

Understanding the Clinical Judgment Model
The NGN emphasizes the importance of clinical judgment. Familiarize yourself with the following
components:

1. Assessment: Gather comprehensive information about the patient’s condition.
2. Analysis: Interpret the data to identify the patient’s needs and potential problems.
3. Planning: Develop an appropriate care plan based on your analysis.
4. Implementation: Execute the care plan while monitoring the patient’s responses.
5. Evaluation: Assess the effectiveness of the intervention and adjust the plan as necessary.



Practice Clinical Scenarios
To prepare for clinical judgment questions, practice with real-world scenarios:

- Review case studies and practice answering related questions.
- Discuss clinical scenarios with peers or mentors to gain different perspectives.

Exam Day Strategies

Before the Exam
Prepare yourself mentally and physically:

- Rest Well: Ensure you get a good night’s sleep before the exam day.
- Eat a Nutritious Breakfast: Fuel your body with a healthy meal to maintain energy levels.
- Arrive Early: Give yourself ample time to arrive at the testing center without rushing.

During the Exam
Implement effective strategies while taking the exam:

- Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to understand what is being asked before selecting an
answer.
- Manage Your Time: Keep track of time to ensure you can complete all questions.
- Use Process of Elimination: If unsure, eliminate the obviously incorrect answers to improve your
chances of guessing correctly.

Post-Exam Reflection
Regardless of the outcome, reflect on your experience:

- Identify Strengths and Weaknesses: Review which areas you felt confident in and which need
improvement for future tests.
- Seek Feedback: If possible, obtain feedback from instructors or peers on your performance.

Conclusion
The Next Generation NCLEX Study Guide provides a comprehensive approach to preparing for the
revamped NCLEX exam. By understanding the key features of the NGN, creating a structured study
plan, mastering clinical judgment, and implementing effective exam strategies, candidates can
increase their chances of success. Remember, preparation is not just about memorization; it’s about
developing the critical thinking skills necessary for a successful nursing career. With dedication and
the right resources, you can navigate the challenges of the Next Generation NCLEX and embark on
your journey as a qualified nurse.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Next Generation NCLEX (NGN)?
The Next Generation NCLEX (NGN) is an updated version of the NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN exams
that aims to assess the critical thinking and clinical judgment skills of nursing candidates using
innovative item formats.

How does the NGN differ from the traditional NCLEX?
The NGN incorporates new question types, such as case studies and interactive scenarios, which
require test-takers to apply their knowledge and skills in more complex and realistic situations
compared to the traditional multiple-choice format.

What are some effective study strategies for the NGN?
Effective study strategies include using NGN-specific study guides, practicing with simulated exams,
engaging in group study sessions, and focusing on critical thinking and application of knowledge
rather than rote memorization.

Are there any recommended resources for preparing for the
NGN?
Yes, recommended resources include the official NCSBN study guides, online practice tests, review
courses specifically designed for the NGN, and nursing textbooks that emphasize critical thinking
skills.

What types of questions can I expect on the NGN?
You can expect a variety of question types on the NGN, including multiple-choice questions, fill-in-
the-blank, drag-and-drop, and case studies that require analysis and decision-making.

When will the Next Generation NCLEX be implemented?
The Next Generation NCLEX is scheduled to be implemented in April 2023, with all nursing
candidates taking the NCLEX after this date required to take the NGN format.

How can I improve my critical thinking skills for the NGN?
To improve critical thinking skills, practice clinical scenarios, engage in case studies, participate in
hands-on clinical experiences, and reflect on past nursing experiences to analyze decision-making
processes.
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