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The National Healthcareer Association (NHA) offers various certification programs aimed at enhancing
the skills and knowledge of healthcare professionals. One of the critical components of these
certifications is understanding medical terminology. NHA Module 2 focuses on building medical terms,
which serves as a cornerstone for anyone pursuing a career in healthcare. This article will delve into
the key concepts covered in Module 2, providing an answer key to help learners grasp the essential
terms and their meanings.

Understanding Medical Terminology

Medical terminology is the language of the healthcare industry. It consists of words and phrases used
to describe the human body, its components, conditions, processes, and treatments. Understanding
medical terminology is crucial for effective communication among healthcare professionals and
between providers and patients.

Components of Medical Terms

Medical terms are often composed of three primary components:

1. Root Words: The core part of the term that provides its basic meaning. For example, "cardi" refers
to the heart.
2. Prefixes: Added to the beginning of a root word to modify its meaning. For instance, "brady-"
means slow, so "bradycardia" refers to a slow heart rate.
3. Suffixes: Added to the end of a root word to alter its meaning. For example, "-itis" means
inflammation, so "arthritis" refers to inflammation of the joints.

NHA Module 2 Content Overview

NHA Module 2 encompasses a variety of important topics related to building medical terms. The
module typically includes the following sections:

1. Basic Medical Word Structure
2. Common Medical Prefixes and Suffixes
3. Specialized Medical Vocabulary
4. Practical Application of Medical Terms



Basic Medical Word Structure

A foundational understanding of how to construct medical terms is essential. This section covers:

- Combining Forms: Often created by adding a vowel (typically "o") to the root word. For example,
"oste/o" refers to bone.
- Compound Terms: Terms that are formed by combining multiple roots, prefixes, and suffixes. For
example, "gastroenterology" combines "gastro" (stomach) and "enterology" (intestine).

Common Medical Prefixes and Suffixes

Familiarizing oneself with common prefixes and suffixes is critical for decoding unfamiliar medical
terms. Here are some frequently used components:

Common Prefixes:
- a- / an-: without, not (e.g., "anemia" - without blood)
- hyper-: excessive, above normal (e.g., "hypertension" - high blood pressure)
- hypo-: below normal (e.g., "hypoglycemia" - low blood sugar)

Common Suffixes:
- -ectomy: surgical removal (e.g., "appendectomy" - removal of the appendix)
- -logy: study of (e.g., "biology" - study of life)
- -pathy: disease (e.g., "neuropathy" - disease of the nerves)

Specialized Medical Vocabulary

In addition to general medical terminology, there are specialized vocabularies used in different fields
of healthcare. Understanding these terms is vital for professionals working in specific areas.

Examples of Specialized Vocabulary

1. Cardiology: Focused on the heart and its functions. Terms such as "myocardial" (pertaining to the
heart muscle) and "arrhythmia" (irregular heartbeat) are common.
2. Dermatology: The study of skin diseases. Terms like "dermatitis" (inflammation of the skin) and
"melanoma" (a type of skin cancer) are prevalent.
3. Neurology: Pertaining to the nervous system. Common terms include "neurosis" (a functional
disorder of the mind) and "neurotransmitter" (a chemical messenger in the nervous system).

Practical Application of Medical Terms

The ultimate goal of learning medical terminology is to apply it in real-world scenarios. This section
emphasizes the importance of using medical terms correctly in documentation, patient



communication, and interdisciplinary collaboration.

Effective Communication in Healthcare

- Documentation: Accurate use of medical terms is crucial for maintaining patient records. Clear and
precise language reduces the risk of misunderstandings.
- Patient Interaction: Using appropriate terminology helps healthcare providers explain conditions,
treatments, and procedures to patients effectively.
- Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Different healthcare professionals must communicate efficiently.
Understanding medical terminology ensures that everyone is on the same page regarding patient
care.

NHA Module 2 Answer Key Overview

The answer key for NHA Module 2 typically includes answers to quizzes and exercises designed to test
knowledge of medical terminology. Here is a simplified version of what the answer key might look like
for common exercises in the module:

Sample Exercises and Answers

1. Match the Medical Terms with Their Definitions:
- a. Cardiomyopathy - i. Disease of the heart muscle
- b. Hematology - ii. Study of blood
- c. Gastroenteritis - iii. Inflammation of the stomach and intestines
- d. Osteoporosis - iv. Condition of weak bones

2. Fill in the Blanks with the Correct Prefixes or Suffixes:
- A condition characterized by an abnormally high body temperature is called hyperthermia.
- The surgical removal of the gallbladder is known as a cholecystectomy.

3. Identify the Root Words:
- In the term "neurology," the root word is neur/o (nerve).
- In "dermatitis," the root word is dermat/o (skin).

Conclusion

Mastering medical terminology is essential for anyone involved in the healthcare field. NHA Module 2
serves as a valuable resource for building a robust vocabulary that will facilitate effective
communication and enhance professional performance. By understanding the structure of medical
terms, familiarizing oneself with common prefixes and suffixes, and applying this knowledge in real-
world scenarios, healthcare professionals can significantly improve their practice and patient care.
The answer key for Module 2 is an essential tool for learners to assess their understanding and
competence in medical terminology, ultimately contributing to a successful career in healthcare.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the NHA Module 2 focused on in the context of
medical terminology?
NHA Module 2 primarily covers the foundations of medical terminology, including word roots, prefixes,
and suffixes commonly used in the healthcare field.

How can I access the answer key for NHA Module 2?
The answer key for NHA Module 2 can typically be accessed through the official NHA website or the
learning management system provided by the institution offering the course.

What are some key topics covered in NHA Module 2?
Key topics include anatomical terms, medical abbreviations, and the terminology related to various
body systems and common medical procedures.

Are there any study guides available for NHA Module 2?
Yes, there are various study guides and resources available online, including textbooks, flashcards,
and practice quizzes specifically designed for NHA Module 2.

How can mastering medical terminology benefit healthcare
professionals?
Mastering medical terminology enhances communication among healthcare professionals, improves
patient care, and helps in accurately documenting medical records.

What strategies can help in studying for NHA Module 2?
Effective strategies include creating flashcards, participating in study groups, using mnemonics, and
taking practice quizzes to reinforce learning.

Is there a certification exam that includes content from NHA
Module 2?
Yes, the NHA certification exam for medical assistants and other healthcare roles often includes
questions related to the content taught in Module 2, particularly medical terminology.
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