non cooperation movement by gandhi

non cooperation movement by gandhi was a pivotal chapter in India’s struggle for
independence from British colonial rule. Initiated by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920, this
movement marked a significant shift towards mass civil disobedience and nonviolent
resistance. It aimed to unite Indians across the country in a collective effort to reject British
authority and promote self-reliance. The non cooperation movement galvanized millions of
Indians, including students, peasants, and political leaders, creating a powerful wave of
nationalistic fervor. This article explores the origins, objectives, strategies, key events,
impact, and eventual suspension of the movement. Understanding the non cooperation
movement by Gandhi provides crucial insights into the evolution of India’s freedom struggle
and the role of peaceful protest in achieving political change.
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Background and Origins

The non cooperation movement by Gandhi emerged in the context of growing
dissatisfaction with British colonial rule in India during the early 20th century. The
immediate trigger was the harsh treatment of Indian protesters in the aftermath of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919, where British troops killed hundreds of unarmed
civilians. Additionally, the imposition of the Rowlatt Act, which allowed imprisonment
without trial, fueled widespread anger among Indians. Gandhi, who had recently returned
from South Africa, advocated for a new approach based on nonviolent resistance or
Satyagraha. The Indian National Congress, under Gandhi’s leadership, decided to adopt the
non cooperation movement as a mass campaign to challenge British authority and demand
political reforms.

Political Climate in India

The early 1920s were marked by political unrest and a growing demand for self-rule. Indian
leaders sought ways to involve the masses in the freedom struggle, moving beyond elitist
politics. The non cooperation movement was designed to mobilize people from all walks of
life, including peasants, workers, students, and women, creating a broad-based national



movement.

Influence of World War |

The participation of India in World War | on behalf of the British Empire raised expectations
for political concessions after the war. However, the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms failed to
meet Indian aspirations, further intensifying nationalist sentiments. This dissatisfaction set
the stage for a more assertive and inclusive movement like the non cooperation campaign.

Objectives of the Non Cooperation Movement

The primary objective of the non cooperation movement by Gandhi was to achieve self-
governance or Swaraj through peaceful means. It aimed to undermine British rule by
withdrawing Indian cooperation from the colonial administration and economic structures.
The movement sought to foster national unity and encourage Indians to rely on indigenous
institutions and goods.

Main Goals

End British imperial rule and obtain Swaraj (self-rule).

Protest against repressive laws such as the Rowlatt Act.

Demand the repeal of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre atrocities.

Promote the use of Swadeshi goods and boycott British products.

Encourage Indians to resign from government jobs and institutions.

Foster national unity across religious and social lines.

Promoting Social Reforms

Besides political objectives, the movement also aimed to address social issues such as
untouchability and communal harmony. Gandhi emphasized that true Swaraj would not be
possible without social reform and moral regeneration.

Strategies and Methods Used

The non cooperation movement by Gandhi relied heavily on nonviolent resistance and civil
disobedience as its core strategies. Gandhi believed that refusing to cooperate with British
authorities would weaken colonial control while maintaining moral high ground.



Key Tactics

Boycott of British goods, schools, courts, and services.

Promotion of Swadeshi or indigenous products like Khadi (hand-spun cloth).

Withdrawal of Indians from government employment and legislative councils.

* Nonpayment of taxes and refusal to participate in elections under British rule.

Peaceful protests, demonstrations, and mass meetings.

Encouraging self-reliance in education and economic activities.

Role of Khadi and Swadeshi

The promotion of Khadi became a symbol of economic independence and resistance
against British industrial goods. Gandhi urged people to spin their own cloth as a form of
protest, which united rural and urban populations in a common cause.

Major Events and Participation

The non cooperation movement by Gandhi witnessed widespread participation across India,
with millions joining the campaign. It became one of the largest mass movements in Indian
history, involving diverse social groups.

Nationwide Protests

Mass protests erupted in cities and villages, with people boycotting British institutions such
as schools, courts, and administrative offices. Students left government schools, lawyers
gave up their practices, and peasants refused to pay taxes. The movement also saw the
rise of nationalist leaders who mobilized local populations.

Key Incidents

¢ In 1920, the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress officially launched the
non cooperation movement.

e Massive participation in the boycott of foreign goods and institutions spread rapidly.

e The movement witnessed peaceful protests but also occasional violent outbreaks,
which posed challenges to Gandhi’'s commitment to nonviolence.



e Gandhi’s tours across India helped galvanize support and spread the message of non
cooperation.

Impact and Significance

The non cooperation movement by Gandhi had profound effects on Indian society and the
freedom struggle. It marked the first time that Indians across classes and regions united
under a common platform against British rule. The movement significantly raised political
awareness and participation among the masses.

Political Impact

The movement demonstrated the power of nonviolent mass action and made the British
government realize the intensity of Indian nationalist sentiment. It also strengthened the
Indian National Congress as the principal organization leading the independence
movement.

Social and Economic Impact

The emphasis on Swadeshi goods promoted indigenous industries and reduced dependence
on British imports. It also fostered a spirit of self-reliance and national pride. Socially, the
movement encouraged efforts to bridge religious divides and combat social evils like
untouchability.

Reasons for Suspension

Despite its initial success, the non cooperation movement by Gandhi was abruptly
suspended in 1922. The decision was prompted by a violent incident that conflicted with
the movement’s principle of nonviolence.

Chauri Chaura Incident

In February 1922, in the town of Chauri Chaura, protesters clashed with police, resulting in
the deaths of several policemen after a police station was set on fire. Gandhi condemned
the violence and called off the movement, believing that the nation was not yet ready for
nonviolent resistance on such a large scale.

Challenges Faced

e Difficulty in controlling outbreaks of violence among some protestors.



e Lack of complete unity among various factions involved in the movement.
e Repressive measures by the British authorities, including arrests and crackdowns.

e Concerns about sustaining the momentum without widespread discipline.

The suspension of the non cooperation movement did not diminish its importance; rather, it
paved the way for future campaigns and established Gandhi’s methods of peaceful protest
as central to India’s independence struggle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main objective of the Non-Cooperation
Movement led by Gandhi?

The main objective of the Non-Cooperation Movement was to resist British rule in India
through non-violent means by refusing to cooperate with the British government, aiming to
attain self-governance and Swaraj (self-rule).

When was the Non-Cooperation Movement launched
and what triggered it?

The Non-Cooperation Movement was launched in 1920, triggered by the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre of 1919, the harsh Rowlatt Act, and widespread dissatisfaction with British
policies in India.

Which methods of protest were employed during the
Non-Cooperation Movement?

The movement involved boycotting British goods, institutions, courts, and schools, as well
as refusing to pay taxes and titles. People also promoted the use of Khadi (handspun cloth)
and held peaceful demonstrations.

Why did Gandhi call off the Non-Cooperation Movement
in 1922?

Gandhi called off the movement after the Chauri Chaura incident in 1922, where a violent
clash led to the death of policemen. Gandhi believed that the movement should remain
strictly non-violent and called it off to prevent further violence.

What was the impact of the Non-Cooperation Movement



on the Indian independence struggle?

The Non-Cooperation Movement marked the first mass-scale involvement of Indians in the
freedom struggle, uniting diverse sections of society, and significantly weakening British
authority. It laid the foundation for future civil disobedience campaigns and increased
nationalistic fervor across India.

Additional Resources

1. Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation Movement: The Birth of Indian Nationalism

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the Non-Cooperation Movement led by Mahatma
Gandhi from 1920 to 1922. It explores the political and social context of India during the
period and how Gandhi’s strategy of non-violent resistance galvanized millions of Indians.
The narrative highlights key events and leaders who contributed to the movement's
success and challenges.

2. India’s Struggle for Independence: The Non-Cooperation Phase

Focusing on the initial phase of India’s fight for independence, this book delves into the
origins and development of the Non-Cooperation Movement. It examines the impact of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the Rowlatt Act on Indian public opinion and how Gandhi’s
call for non-cooperation united diverse communities. The book also discusses the
movement’s eventual suspension and its significance for future campaigns.

3. Gandhi’s Strategy of Non-Violence: Lessons from the Non-Cooperation Movement
This title analyzes Gandhi’s philosophy of Satyagraha and its practical application during
the Non-Cooperation Movement. It discusses the ethical foundations of non-violent
resistance and how it transformed Indian political activism. The book serves as both a
historical account and a guide to non-violent conflict resolution.

4. The Non-Cooperation Movement: A Turning Point in Indian History

Highlighting the Non-Cooperation Movement as a critical juncture, this book traces how it
marked a shift from moderate petitions to mass civil disobedience. It covers the roles
played by various leaders, the response of the British government, and the movement’s
effects on Indian society. The narrative stresses the movement’s role in shaping modern
Indian nationalism.

5. Mahatma Gandhi and the Making of the Non-Cooperation Movement

This biography-centric book focuses on Gandhi’s leadership and vision that led to the
launch of the Non-Cooperation Movement. It provides insights into his personal philosophy,
strategies, and the challenges he faced from both colonial authorities and Indian political
factions. The work highlights Gandhi’s ability to mobilize grassroots support.

6. The Role of Students and Peasants in the Non-Cooperation Movement

This book sheds light on the participation of students, peasants, and other grassroots
groups in the Non-Cooperation Movement. It explores how Gandhi’s call resonated with
ordinary people and how their involvement helped sustain the movement. The text
provides case studies from different regions of India, illustrating widespread engagement.

7. Non-Cooperation Movement and the Rise of Mass Politics in India
Examining the political transformation during the early 1920s, this book discusses how the



Non-Cooperation Movement fostered the rise of mass political engagement in India. It looks
at the growth of the Indian National Congress as a mass organization and the emergence of
new leadership. The book also analyzes the movement’s role in democratizing Indian
politics.

8. Letters from the Non-Cooperation Movement: Gandhi’s Correspondence and Speeches
This compilation presents a selection of Gandhi’s letters, speeches, and writings from the
period of the Non-Cooperation Movement. Through his own words, readers gain insight into
the movement’s ideals, challenges, and goals. The book serves as a primary source for
understanding Gandhi’s leadership style and vision.

9. Aftermath of the Non-Cooperation Movement: The Road to Independence

Focusing on the consequences of the Non-Cooperation Movement, this book explores how
the movement influenced subsequent phases of India’s independence struggle. It discusses
the impact on British policies, the rise of new leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, and the
continuation of non-violent resistance. The book highlights the movement’s lasting legacy
in shaping India’s national identity.
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