now is the time to worship lyrics

now is the time to worship lyrics have become a powerful and inspirational anthem within
contemporary Christian music. This song, widely embraced by worship communities around the world,
captures the essence of devotion and the urgency of spiritual praise. Understanding the words,
meaning, and context behind "now is the time to worship lyrics" offers valuable insight into its
enduring popularity and impact. This article explores the song's origins, lyrical composition,
theological significance, and its role in modern worship settings. Additionally, it provides a detailed
analysis of the song’s message and how it encourages a heartfelt response from believers. Readers
will gain a comprehensive perspective on why "now is the time to worship lyrics" resonates so deeply
within Christian worship today.
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Origins and Background of the Song

The phrase "now is the time to worship lyrics" is most commonly associated with the popular worship
song "Now Is the Time to Worship" written by Brian Doerksen. Released in the late 1990s, the song
quickly became a staple in churches worldwide. Its simple yet profound call to worship has made it a
timeless piece within the Christian music repertoire. Understanding the background of this song
involves looking at its creation, the artist’s inspiration, and the cultural context in which it emerged.

Composer and Initial Release

Brian Doerksen, a renowned Canadian worship leader and songwriter, composed "Now Is the Time to
Worship" as part of his focus on creating worship music that encourages heartfelt praise and spiritual
renewal. The song was first introduced in his album "You Shine," which gained significant traction in
Christian music circles. Its melodic and lyrical simplicity made it accessible for congregational singing,
which helped it spread rapidly.

Cultural and Worship Context

During the late 1990s and early 2000s, there was a growing movement within evangelical churches to
emphasize contemporary worship music that was both scripturally grounded and emotionally
engaging. "Now Is the Time to Worship" fit perfectly within this movement, providing worshippers with



a song that was easy to learn and powerful in message. The song’s emphasis on immediacy and
devotion resonated with believers seeking to deepen their relationship with God.

Detailed Analysis of the Lyrics

The "now is the time to worship lyrics" present a compelling invitation for believers to engage in
worship without delay. The lyrics combine simplicity with deep spiritual truths, making the song both
memorable and meaningful. Analyzing the song’s words helps to uncover the layers of theological and
emotional significance embedded within.

Verse-by-Verse Breakdown

The lyrics generally consist of a repetitive structure designed to emphasize the urgency and
importance of worship. Key lines such as “Now is the time to worship, now is the time to give your
heart” highlight the immediacy of the call to worship and the necessity of offering one’s love and
devotion to God in the present moment. This structure reinforces the theme that worship is not
merely a ritual but an active, present response to God’s presence.

Refrain and Chorus

The chorus typically repeats the central message of the song, enhancing its memorability and
emotional impact. Phrases like “Come, just as you are, hear the Spirit call” invite inclusivity and
openness, assuring worshippers that they can approach God authentically and without pretense. The
repetitive nature of the chorus serves as a meditative encouragement for continued worship.

Use of Imagery and Language

The lyrics employ simple but evocative language, using terms such as “heart,” “Spirit,” and “worship”
to connect with core spiritual experiences. This choice of words helps listeners to focus on inner
transformation and spiritual connection rather than external performance. The lyricism fosters a
personal and intimate worship experience.

Theological Themes in Now Is the Time to Worship

The "now is the time to worship lyrics" embody several key theological themes that have contributed
to the song’s significance in Christian worship. These themes reflect biblical principles and encourage
a deeper understanding of worship as an act of faith and devotion.

Urgency of Worship

The song emphasizes the immediacy of worship, encouraging believers to respond to God's call
without delay. This theme aligns with biblical exhortations found in scriptures such as Psalm 95:6-7,
which urge worshippers to “come, let us bow down in worship.” The idea that “now” is the time to



worship underscores the importance of living in the present and prioritizing spiritual engagement.

Inclusivity and Invitation

n

Another theological aspect is the open invitation extended to all people to come “just as they are.
This reflects the Christian doctrine of grace, highlighting that worship is accessible to everyone
regardless of their spiritual state or background. It encourages humility and authenticity in
approaching God.

Role of the Holy Spirit

The mention of the “Spirit” in the lyrics points to the role of the Holy Spirit in inspiring worship and
guiding believers. This theme connects worship to the ongoing presence and work of the Spirit,
making it a dynamic and living experience rather than a static ritual.

Impact on Contemporary Worship Music

The influence of "now is the time to worship lyrics" extends beyond the song itself, shaping trends
and practices within contemporary worship music. Its success has inspired other worship leaders and
songwriters to create music that is both accessible and theologically rich.

Popularity in Church Services

The song has been widely adopted in church worship services across denominations. Its
straightforward melody and profound message make it suitable for congregational singing, fostering
unity and collective spiritual expression. Many worship teams include this song in their repertoire due
to its effectiveness in engaging worshippers.

Influence on Worship Songwriting

The lyrical and musical style of "Now Is the Time to Worship" has influenced a generation of worship
songwriters. The emphasis on repetitive, easy-to-learn choruses combined with meaningful
theological content has become a hallmark of successful worship music. This approach encourages
participation and spiritual reflection simultaneously.

Cross-Cultural Reach

The song’s universal message has allowed it to transcend cultural and linguistic barriers. Translations
and adaptations have made "Now Is the Time to Worship" a global worship anthem, used in diverse
worship contexts worldwide. Its ability to unite believers in different cultural settings highlights its
powerful appeal.



How to Use Now Is the Time to Worship Lyrics in
Worship

Integrating "now is the time to worship lyrics" effectively into worship services can enhance the
spiritual atmosphere and encourage heartfelt praise. Worship leaders and congregants can utilize the
song in various ways to maximize its impact.

Incorporating the Song into Worship Sets

Due to its inviting and reflective tone, the song works well at the beginning of worship services to set
a reverent mood or during moments of invitation and response. Worship teams can use it to
encourage participation and focus the congregation’s attention on worship.

Encouraging Congregational Engagement

Leaders can emphasize the meanings behind the lyrics to deepen the congregation’s connection with
the song. Teaching the theological significance and encouraging personal reflection on the words can
transform a routine singing into a meaningful worship experience.

Creative Worship Expressions

Beyond singing, the lyrics can be integrated into other forms of worship such as prayer, scripture
reading, or meditation. Using the song as a thematic foundation for worship activities helps to
reinforce its message and engage different senses and spiritual expressions.

Start worship with the song to invite presence

Encourage personal reflection on the lyrics

Use the song during prayer or altar time

Combine with scripture readings about worship

Incorporate musical variations for dynamic expression

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the song "Now Is the Time to Worship"?

The song "Now Is the Time to Worship" was written by Don Moen.



What is the main theme of the lyrics in "Now Is the Time to
Worship"?

The main theme of the lyrics is an invitation to worship God wholeheartedly and to recognize His
presence and greatness.

Where can | find the official lyrics for "Now Is the Time to
Worship"?

The official lyrics can be found on Don Moen's official website, licensed music platforms, or in
authorized hymnals and worship songbooks.

What genre does the song "Now Is the Time to Worship"
belong to?

The song belongs to the Contemporary Christian worship music genre.

How are the lyrics of "Now Is the Time to Worship" typically
used in church services?

The lyrics are used as a call to worship, encouraging congregations to focus on God and prepare their
hearts for worship during church services.

Are there any popular covers or versions of "Now Is the Time
to Worship"?

Yes, many worship bands and artists have covered the song, including Hillsong, Bethel Music, and
various local church worship teams.

What message does "Now Is the Time to Worship" convey to
listeners?

The song conveys a message of surrender, reverence, and the importance of worshiping God in the
present moment.

Can "Now Is the Time to Worship" be used for personal
devotion?

Yes, the song is often used for personal devotion to encourage individual worship and reflection on
God's presence and goodness.

Additional Resources

1. The Heart of Worship: Rediscovering the Passion Behind the Lyrics
This book delves into the meaning and inspiration behind the song "Now Is the Time to Worship." It



explores how worship music can transform personal faith and deepen one’s connection with God.
Readers are guided through the themes of surrender, reverence, and praise found within worship
lyrics.

2. Worship in Spirit and Truth: Embracing the Call to Praise

Focusing on the biblical foundations of worship, this book examines the scriptural basis for singing
and worship as a vital part of Christian life. It offers insights into how songs like "Now Is the Time to
Worship" reflect the call to worship God authentically and wholeheartedly.

3. Lyrics of Praise: The Power of Worship Music in Spiritual Growth

This book explores the role of worship music lyrics in inspiring and nurturing spiritual growth. Using
"Now Is the Time to Worship" as a case study, it discusses how words set to music can evoke deep
emotional and spiritual responses, encouraging believers to draw closer to God.

4. The Worship Leader’s Guide: Crafting Meaningful Worship Experiences

Designed for worship leaders, this guide provides practical advice on selecting and interpreting
worship songs. It highlights "Now Is the Time to Worship" as an example of a song that invites
congregational participation and heartfelt devotion, helping leaders foster an atmosphere of genuine
worship.

5. Singing the Sacred: The Theology Behind Contemporary Worship Songs

This theological exploration analyzes the content and message of popular worship songs, including
"Now Is the Time to Worship." The book reveals how contemporary worship music conveys timeless
truths about God’s nature and our response to His love.

6. Moments of Praise: Reflections on Worship and Worship Songs

A reflective book that combines personal stories and meditations inspired by worship songs like "Now
Is the Time to Worship." It encourages readers to pause and consider the significance of worship
moments in their daily lives and spiritual journeys.

7. The Sound of Heaven: Understanding the Impact of Worship Music

This book investigates the emotional and spiritual impact of worship music on individuals and
communities. It uses "Now Is the Time to Worship" to illustrate how music can unite believers and
create an atmosphere conducive to encountering God.

8. Worship Through Song: A Journey Into the Lyrics That Move Us

Exploring the lyrical depth of worship songs, this book highlights how words shape worship
experiences. Through analysis of "Now Is the Time to Worship," it shows how lyrics invite worshipers
to focus on God’s presence and respond with adoration.

9. The Praise Movement: How Worship Songs Shape Faith Communities

This book examines the cultural and spiritual influence of worship music within church communities. It
discusses the role of songs like "Now Is the Time to Worship" in fostering unity, encouraging faith
expression, and revitalizing congregational worship practices.
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