
neon genesis evangelion angelic days manga
Neon Genesis Evangelion: Angelic Days is a manga series that offers a unique take on the iconic
world of Neon Genesis Evangelion, originally created by Hideaki Anno and produced by Gainax.
While the original anime series is known for its complex narrative and philosophical themes, Angelic
Days takes a different approach, presenting a more lighthearted and slice-of-life perspective on the
characters and their relationships. In this article, we will explore the background, plot, characters,
and impact of Angelic Days within the broader Neon Genesis Evangelion franchise.

Background of Neon Genesis Evangelion

Neon Genesis Evangelion (NGE) debuted in 1995 and quickly became a cornerstone of the mecha
genre. The series revolves around the battles between humanity and enigmatic beings known as
Angels, which are threatening the existence of humanity. The story primarily follows Shinji Ikari, a
reluctant teenager who pilots a giant bio-mechanical robot known as an Evangelion.

The original series is known for its deep psychological themes, exploring issues such as depression,
isolation, and the nature of human existence. It is a complex narrative that often leaves viewers
questioning the motivations and actions of the characters.

In contrast, Angelic Days was created by the artist and writer, Yoshiyuki Sadamoto, and was
serialized from 2002 to 2004 in the magazine Shōnen Ace. This manga adapts the same universe but
is set in an alternate timeline, where the characters experience a more mundane life while retaining
their essential personas.

Plot Overview

Angelic Days is set in an alternate universe where the apocalyptic battles against the Angels never
occur. Instead, the focus shifts to the everyday lives of the main characters as they navigate
adolescence, friendships, and burgeoning romantic relationships.

The story begins with Shinji Ikari moving to Tokyo-3 and attending a new school. Here, he meets
several familiar faces, including Rei Ayanami, Asuka Langley Soryu, and Misato Katsuragi. The
manga explores the development of these relationships in a light and humorous manner, focusing on
their interactions outside the chaos of fighting Angels.

Main Themes

While the original series delves into darker and more philosophical themes, Angelic Days presents a
more optimistic outlook on life. The manga emphasizes:

1. Friendship: The bonds between the characters are highlighted, showcasing how they support one
another through various challenges.



2. Love and Romance: The budding romantic interests among the characters serve as a significant
plot point, offering a whimsical view of teenage relationships.
3. Self-Discovery: Each character goes through personal growth and self-reflection, allowing readers
to connect with their struggles in a relatable manner.

Character Development

The characters in Angelic Days retain their core traits from the original series but are portrayed in a
more approachable and relatable light. Let's delve into some of the key characters:

Shinji Ikari

As the protagonist, Shinji is depicted as a more light-hearted and less conflicted version of himself.
While he still grapples with self-doubt and anxiety, his interactions with friends help him develop a
stronger sense of self-worth. The manga allows readers to see his growth through friendships,
especially with Asuka and Rei.

Asuka Langley Soryu

Asuka is presented as a confident and competitive girl, but her vulnerabilities are also explored. Her
playful rivalry with Shinji adds a layer of depth to their relationship, providing comedic moments and
heartfelt exchanges. This portrayal allows readers to appreciate her character beyond her tough
exterior.

Rei Ayanami

Rei's enigmatic nature is softened in Angelic Days, allowing her to display more emotion and
warmth. Her interactions with Shinji and Asuka reveal her desire for connection and understanding,
which contrasts sharply with her original portrayal in NGE. This development encourages readers to
empathize with her character.

Misato Katsuragi

Misato, the adult guardian figure, is depicted as a fun-loving and carefree character. Her role as a
mentor and friend to the younger characters adds a layer of maturity to the narrative. The manga
showcases her attempts to balance her responsibilities with a desire to enjoy life, providing comic
relief and warmth to the story.



Art Style

The art style of Angelic Days is vibrant and expressive, reflecting the lighter tone of the narrative.
Yoshiyuki Sadamoto's illustrations capture the characters' emotions effectively, enhancing the
humor and charm of their interactions. The character designs retain the recognizable traits from the
anime, but with a more playful twist.

The backgrounds are richly detailed, depicting the familiar settings of Tokyo-3, school life, and
various social gatherings, immersing readers in a world that feels both familiar and refreshing.

Impact on the Evangelion Franchise

Angelic Days is often viewed as a polarizing addition to the Neon Genesis Evangelion franchise.
While some fans appreciate the light-hearted approach and character exploration, others feel it
diverges too far from the original series' themes. Nonetheless, it has garnered a dedicated fanbase
and has contributed to the ongoing discussions about the characters and their development.

The manga has also expanded the reach of the Evangelion franchise, appealing to a broader
audience who may prefer a more accessible narrative. The exploration of friendships and
relationships in a school setting resonates with younger readers and those looking for a more
uplifting story.

Conclusion

In summary, Neon Genesis Evangelion: Angelic Days offers a refreshing and whimsical perspective
on the beloved characters of the original series. By focusing on the lighter aspects of their lives, the
manga provides a unique exploration of friendship, love, and self-discovery. While it may differ
significantly from the deeper themes of the original anime, Angelic Days has carved out its niche
within the expansive Evangelion universe.

As fans continue to engage with both the original series and Angelic Days, it is clear that the impact
of Neon Genesis Evangelion endures, continually inspiring new interpretations and discussions
about its characters and themes. Whether you are a long-time fan or new to the world of Evangelion,
Angelic Days offers a delightful escape into the lives of its characters, reminding us that even in a
world filled with chaos, there is room for laughter, love, and friendship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Neon Genesis Evangelion: Angelic Days' about?
'Neon Genesis Evangelion: Angelic Days' is a manga adaptation that reimagines the original 'Neon
Genesis Evangelion' series in a more light-hearted and slice-of-life context, focusing on the everyday
lives and relationships of the characters while still incorporating the existential themes of the



original.

Who is the author of 'Angelic Days'?
The manga 'Neon Genesis Evangelion: Angelic Days' was illustrated by Yukito Kishiro and written by
the original creator Hideaki Anno, with the story being adapted to fit a different tone from the
original anime.

How does 'Angelic Days' differ from the original 'Neon Genesis
Evangelion'?
'Angelic Days' differs from the original series by focusing more on character interactions and
romantic elements in a school setting, while minimizing the darker, more apocalyptic themes
present in the original narrative.

Is 'Angelic Days' considered canon within the Evangelion
universe?
'Angelic Days' is generally viewed as a non-canonical spin-off, as it presents an alternate reality that
diverges from the original series' plot and themes.

Which characters are prominently featured in 'Angelic Days'?
'Angelic Days' features prominent characters from the original series, including Shinji Ikari, Rei
Ayanami, Asuka Langley Soryu, and Misato Katsuragi, exploring their dynamics in a more casual
setting.

What art style is used in 'Angelic Days'?
'Angelic Days' utilizes a more colorful and expressive art style compared to the original series,
reflecting its lighter tone and focusing on character expressions and interactions.
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