
new orleans self guided walking tours
New Orleans self-guided walking tours offer an immersive way to explore the city's
vibrant culture, rich history, and unique architecture at your own pace. With its diverse
neighborhoods, historic landmarks, and famous cuisine, New Orleans is a city that begs to
be discovered on foot. This article will guide you through the benefits of self-guided
walking tours, suggest some popular routes, and provide tips for making the most of your
exploration.

Why Choose a Self-Guided Walking Tour?

Self-guided walking tours in New Orleans provide several advantages for travelers:

Flexibility: You can explore the city at your own pace, taking your time to soak in
the sights or stopping for refreshments without the pressure of a group schedule.

Cost-Effective: Many self-guided tours are free or available for a nominal fee,
allowing you to save money while still enjoying a rich experience.

Personalized Experience: You can tailor your route based on your interests,
whether it’s history, architecture, food, or local culture.

In-Depth Exploration: Self-guided tours often encourage you to explore lesser-
known sites, giving you a more authentic feel for the city.

Popular Self-Guided Walking Tour Routes in New
Orleans

New Orleans is filled with interesting neighborhoods and landmarks, making it an ideal
city for walking tours. Here are some popular routes to consider:

The French Quarter

The French Quarter, also known as Vieux Carré, is the oldest neighborhood in New
Orleans and offers a wealth of historic architecture, lively streets, and charming
courtyards.

Jackson Square: Start at this iconic square, home to the stunning St. Louis1.
Cathedral and surrounded by historic buildings.



Royal Street: Take a stroll along Royal Street to admire the unique shops, galleries,2.
and street performers.

Bourbon Street: Experience the vibrant nightlife as you walk down this famous3.
street, known for its bars and jazz clubs.

French Market: Stop by this historic market to sample local cuisine and pick up4.
unique souvenirs.

Garden District

The Garden District is renowned for its stunning mansions, lush gardens, and oak-lined
streets, making it a picturesque area for a walking tour.

Magnolia Trees: Begin your tour by admiring the beautiful magnolia trees that line1.
the streets.

Historic Homes: Make your way down Magazine Street and explore the elegant2.
antebellum homes, many of which are on the National Register of Historic Places.

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1: Visit this historic cemetery to learn about the unique3.
burial traditions of New Orleans.

Commander's Palace: End your tour at this famous restaurant, known for its Creole4.
cuisine and beautiful setting.

Bywater and Marigny

For a more artsy and eclectic experience, the Bywater and Marigny neighborhoods are
filled with colorful murals, unique architecture, and a bohemian vibe.

Franklin Avenue: Start your tour along Franklin Avenue, where you can find vibrant1.
street art and local galleries.

St. Claude Avenue: Walk down St. Claude Avenue to discover local shops, cafes,2.
and the historic Faubourg Marigny.

Music and Culture: Explore the many live music venues and bars that showcase the3.
city’s rich musical heritage.



Tips for a Successful Self-Guided Walking Tour

To make your self-guided walking tour in New Orleans enjoyable and memorable, consider
the following tips:

1. Plan Your Route

Before you head out, it’s helpful to plan your route. Use maps and resources from local
tourism websites or walking tour apps to create a personalized itinerary.

2. Wear Comfortable Shoes

Walking tours can cover several miles, especially in a city like New Orleans where the
sights are abundant. Ensure you wear comfortable shoes to keep your feet happy
throughout the day.

3. Stay Hydrated

New Orleans can get hot and humid, particularly during the summer months. Bring a
water bottle and take regular breaks to stay hydrated.

4. Embrace Local Cuisine

Part of the joy of exploring New Orleans is indulging in its famous cuisine. Plan to stop at
local eateries along your route to sample dishes like gumbo, jambalaya, beignets, and
po’boys.

5. Engage with Locals

Don’t hesitate to strike up conversations with locals. They can provide valuable insights
and recommendations that you won’t find in guidebooks.

6. Respect the Neighborhoods

When exploring residential neighborhoods like the Garden District, be mindful of the
residents. Stay on the sidewalks, respect private property, and keep noise levels down.



Resources for Self-Guided Walking Tours

Several resources can enhance your self-guided walking tour experience in New Orleans:

Mobile Apps: Apps like “GPSmyCity” and “VoiceMap” offer audio-guided tours that
you can follow at your own pace.

Printed Guides: Various travel books and brochures available at tourist information
centers can provide valuable insights and maps.

Online Blogs and Websites: Many travel bloggers share their favorite walking
routes and tips for exploring New Orleans.

Conclusion

New Orleans self-guided walking tours are an excellent way to immerse yourself in the
city's rich heritage and vibrant culture. With the flexibility to explore at your own pace,
you can create a personalized adventure that caters to your interests. Whether you
wander through the historic streets of the French Quarter, marvel at the stunning
mansions in the Garden District, or experience the artistic flair of Bywater and Marigny,
you’re sure to discover the unique charm of New Orleans. So lace up your walking shoes,
grab a map, and get ready to explore this enchanting city.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best self-guided walking tours available in
New Orleans?
Some of the best self-guided walking tours in New Orleans include the French Quarter,
Garden District, and the Historic Voodoo Museum tour. Each offers a unique perspective
on the city's rich history and culture.

How do I create my own self-guided walking tour in New
Orleans?
To create your own self-guided walking tour, start by researching key attractions and
historical sites, then map out a route using a navigation app. Consider including food stops
and local shops along the way for a fuller experience.



What should I bring for a self-guided walking tour in
New Orleans?
When embarking on a self-guided walking tour in New Orleans, it’s advisable to bring
comfortable walking shoes, water, sunscreen, a hat, and a fully charged smartphone with
a map or tour app.

Are there any audio guides available for self-guided
tours in New Orleans?
Yes, there are various audio guide apps available for self-guided tours in New Orleans,
such as VoiceMap and GPSmyCity, which provide narrated tours of different
neighborhoods and attractions.

Is it safe to explore New Orleans on a self-guided
walking tour?
Generally, New Orleans is safe for self-guided walking tours during the day, especially in
well-trafficked areas. However, it's important to stay aware of your surroundings and
avoid isolated areas at night.

What are some historical sites to include in a New
Orleans walking tour?
Historical sites to include in a New Orleans walking tour are the St. Louis Cathedral,
Jackson Square, the Cabildo, and the former homes of famous figures like Tennessee
Williams and Anne Rice.

How long should a self-guided walking tour take in New
Orleans?
A self-guided walking tour in New Orleans can take anywhere from 2 to 5 hours,
depending on the route, number of stops, and time spent at each location.

What is the best time of year for a self-guided walking
tour in New Orleans?
The best time for a self-guided walking tour in New Orleans is during the spring (March to
May) or fall (September to November) when the weather is mild and festivals are
abundant.
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