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The Oncology Certified Nurse (OCN) certification is a prestigious credential that recognizes
the specialized knowledge and skills of nurses who care for cancer patients. Achieving this
certification not only validates a nurse's expertise but also enhances their professional
credibility, opening doors to new opportunities in oncology nursing. This article serves as a
comprehensive OCN study guide, offering insights into the examination process, essential
study resources, and effective preparation strategies.

Understanding the OCN Certification

What is OCN Certification?

The OCN certification is administered by the Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation
(ONCQ). It is designed for registered nurses who have a minimum of 1,000 hours of clinical
practice in oncology nursing within the last 30 months and who possess a valid nursing
license. The certification signifies that a nurse has met rigorous standards in the field of
oncology, demonstrating their commitment to providing high-quality care to cancer
patients.

Importance of OCN Certification

1. Professional Recognition: OCN certification distinguishes nurses in a competitive job
market, showcasing their specialized expertise.

2. Career Advancement: Many healthcare institutions prefer or require OCN certification for
advanced oncology nursing roles.

3. Enhanced Patient Care: Certified nurses are equipped with the latest knowledge and
practices to provide optimal care for cancer patients.

4. Personal Satisfaction: Achieving certification is a significant professional milestone that
boosts confidence and career satisfaction.

Exam Overview

Exam Format and Content

The OCN exam is a computer-based test consisting of 165 multiple-choice questions, of
which 150 are scored, and 15 are unscored pretest questions. The total time allotted for the



exam is 3 hours. The content of the exam covers various domains of oncology nursing,
including:

- Assessment and Diagnosis: 20%

- Treatment Modalities: 27%

- Care of Patients with Cancer: 25%
- Psychosocial Care: 18%

- Professional Practice: 10%

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for the OCN certification, candidates must meet the following requirements:

- Hold an active, unencumbered RN license.

- Have completed a minimum of 1,000 hours of clinical practice in oncology nursing within
the last 30 months.

- Possess a minimum of 10 contact hours of continuing education in oncology nursing within
the last 36 months.

Study Resources

Preparing for the OCN exam requires access to a variety of study materials. Here are some
recommended resources:

Textbooks and Online Resources

1. Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) Resources: ONS offers various educational materials,
including textbooks, webinars, and online courses tailored for oncology nurses.

2. "Core Curriculum for Oncology Nursing": This textbook is essential for understanding the
foundational concepts and practices in oncology nursing.

3. Online Courses: Websites like Medscape and Coursera offer online courses focused on
oncology nursing topics, which can be beneficial for exam preparation.

Practice Exams and Question Banks

1. ONCC Practice Test: The ONCC provides a practice test that mirrors the format and
content of the actual exam.

2. Question Banks: Various online platforms offer question banks specifically designed for
OCN exam preparation, allowing candidates to familiarize themselves with the types of
questions they may encounter.



Study Groups and Forums

Joining study groups or online forums can be incredibly beneficial for OCN exam
preparation. These platforms allow candidates to:

- Share study tips and resources.
- Discuss challenging topics and clarify doubts.
- Exchange practice questions and exam experiences.

Effective Study Strategies

Preparing for the OCN exam requires a structured approach. Here are some effective
strategies for studying:

Create a Study Schedule

Developing a study schedule is crucial for staying organized and ensuring comprehensive
coverage of all exam topics. Consider the following steps:

1. Assess Your Current Knowledge: Identify areas where you feel confident and areas that
require more attention.

2. Allocate Time: Set aside specific times each week dedicated to studying for the exam.
3. Break Down Topics: Divide the content into manageable sections, focusing on one topic
at a time.

Utilize Active Learning Techniques

Active learning can significantly enhance retention and understanding. Consider these
techniques:

- Flashcards: Create flashcards for important terms, definitions, and concepts.

- Practice Questions: Regularly complete practice questions to reinforce learning and test
your knowledge.

- Teach Others: Explaining concepts to peers can deepen your understanding and help
identify any gaps in knowledge.

Review and Self-Assessment

Consistent review is essential in preparing for the OCN exam. Implement the following
steps:

1. Weekly Review: Set aside time each week to review previously studied material.



2. Self-Assessment: Take practice exams periodically to gauge your preparedness and
adjust your study plan accordingly.

3. Focus on Weak Areas: Use your practice exam results to identify weak areas and allocate
more study time accordingly.

Exam Day Preparation

Preparing for the exam day is just as crucial as studying. Consider the following tips:

Logistics and Planning

1. Know the Location: Familiarize yourself with the testing center location and plan your
route in advance.

2. Gather Required Materials: Make sure to have all necessary identification and materials
ready the night before.

3. Arrive Early: Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes early to allow time for check-in and to
settle before the exam.

Test-Taking Strategies

1. Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to read each question and all answer choices
before selecting an answer.

2. Manage Your Time: Keep track of time during the exam to ensure you can complete all

questions.

3. Stay Calm: Practice relaxation techniques, such as deep breathing, to help manage test
anxiety.

Post-Exam Considerations

After completing the OCN exam, there are several factors to consider:

Receiving Results

Candidates can expect to receive their exam results within a few weeks. The ONCC will
provide detailed information on pass/fail status and, if applicable, instructions for next
steps.

Maintaining Certification



To maintain OCN certification, nurses must complete the renewal process every four years.
This includes:

- Completing 100 hours of continuing education.
- Engaging in professional practice in oncology nursing.
- Submitting a renewal application along with the appropriate fees.

Conclusion

The OCN certification is a valuable asset for nurses in the oncology field, offering
opportunities for professional growth and enhanced patient care. By utilizing this study
guide, nurses can effectively prepare for the OCN exam, ensuring they are well-equipped to
demonstrate their expertise in oncology nursing. With dedication, the right resources, and a
structured study approach, achieving OCN certification is within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an OCN study guide?

An OCN study guide is a resource designed to help individuals prepare for the Oncology
Certified Nurse (OCN) exam, providing key information on oncology nursing principles,
practices, and patient care.

What topics are typically covered in an OCN study
guide?

Topics usually include cancer biology, treatment modalities, symptom management,
psychosocial aspects of cancer care, and nursing practices related to oncology.

How can | effectively use an OCN study guide for exam
preparation?

To effectively use an OCN study guide, create a study schedule, review each section
thoroughly, take practice quizzes, and join study groups for discussions and support.

Are there any recommended OCN study guides
available?

Yes, popular OCN study guides include 'The OCN Exam Study Guide' by the Oncology
Nursing Society and online resources like Kaplan or Elsevier's nursing reference materials.

How long should | study using an OCN study guide?

Study durations can vary, but most candidates recommend studying for at least 6-8 weeks,



dedicating several hours each week to cover all material comprehensively.

Can | find free OCN study materials online?

Yes, there are several free resources available online, including sample questions,
webinars, and articles from reputable nursing organizations and educational platforms.

What is the format of the OCN exam, and how can a
study guide help?

The OCN exam consists of multiple-choice questions covering various oncology nursing
topics. A study guide helps by providing focused content review, practice questions, and
test-taking strategies.

How often is the OCN exam content updated, and
should | check for updates in my study guide?

The OCN exam content is updated regularly to reflect current oncology practices. It's
important to check for updates in your study guide to ensure you are studying the most
relevant material.

Is it beneficial to join a study group while using an OCN
study guide?

Yes, joining a study group can be highly beneficial as it allows for peer support, sharing of
resources, and discussion of challenging concepts, enhancing your overall understanding of
the material.
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