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OCR A Level English Literature is a comprehensive and challenging
qualification that allows students to delve deep into the world of
literature, exploring a variety of texts, themes, and critical perspectives.
This course is designed for those who have a passion for reading and
analyzing literature, encouraging them to develop their analytical skills,
critical thinking, and personal responses to a wide range of literary works.
In this article, we will explore the structure of the OCR A Level English
Literature course, the texts typically included, assessment methods, and tips
for success.

Course Structure

The OCR A Level English Literature course is divided into several key
components that help students build their understanding and appreciation of
literature. The course is designed to be engaging and encourages students to
explore a variety of genres, periods, and contexts.

Key Components

1. Literary Texts: Students study a selection of literary texts, including
novels, plays, and poetry. These texts are chosen to provide a range of
perspectives and styles, allowing students to see the development of literary
traditions over time.

2. Thematic Study: The course often includes thematic studies, where students
investigate particular themes across different texts. This approach helps
students make connections between works and understand how different authors
tackle similar issues.

3. Critical Perspectives: Students are encouraged to explore various critical
perspectives, including feminist, Marxist, psychoanalytic, and post-colonial
readings of texts. This aspect of the course fosters a deeper understanding
of how literature can be interpreted in multiple ways.

4. Independent Study: The OCR A Level also includes an independent study
component, allowing students to choose their own texts and develop a personal
response to them. This autonomy helps students engage more deeply with
literature that interests them.

Texts Included in the Course



The specific texts studied in the OCR A Level English Literature course can
vary from year to year, but they generally cover a wide range of genres and
periods. Here are some common categories of texts:

Prose

- Novels: Students often read classic and contemporary novels. Examples might
include:

- "Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen

- "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald

- "Beloved" by Toni Morrison

- Short Stories: Short fiction can also be a part of the syllabus, allowing
students to explore a variety of narrative styles and themes in a more
concise form.

Drama

- Plays: The study of drama typically includes both classical and modern
works. Notable examples may include:

- "Hamlet" by William Shakespeare

- "A Streetcar Named Desire" by Tennessee Williams

- "Death of a Salesman" by Arthur Miller

Poetry

- Poetic Collections: Students are introduced to various poets and poetic
movements, studying both individual poems and collections. Works could
include:

- The poems of John Keats

- Selections from the Romantic poets

- Contemporary poets like Carol Ann Duffy or Simon Armitage

Assessment Methods

Assessment in the OCR A Level English Literature course is designed to
evaluate students' understanding, analytical skills, and ability to
communicate their thoughts effectively. The assessment typically includes a
combination of written exams and coursework.



Examinations

1. Exam Structure: The exams are usually divided into two main components:
- Component 1: Focuses on the study of literary texts and may include a mix
of essay and short answer questions.

- Component 2: Often involves a comparative study of texts, requiring
students to analyze and contrast different works.

2. Marking Criteria: The exams are marked based on several criteria,
including:

- Understanding of the texts

- Ability to analyze language, form, and structure

- Engagement with critical perspectives

- Clarity and coherence of argument

Coursework

- Independent Study Report: Students typically complete a coursework
component that allows them to conduct an in-depth analysis of a literary work
of their choice. This task encourages independent research and critical
thinking.

- Assessment of Coursework: Coursework is assessed on:
- Originality of thought

- Depth of analysis

- Engagement with secondary sources

- Quality of writing and presentation

Skills Developed

The OCR A Level English Literature course equips students with a range of
skills that are valuable not only in further education but also in various
career paths.

Analytical Skills

- Critical Thinking: Students learn to approach texts with a critical eye,
analyzing language, structure, and themes.

- Comparative Analysis: The ability to compare and contrast different works
fosters a broader understanding of literary traditions.



Communication Skills

- Written Expression: The course emphasizes clear and persuasive writing,
enabling students to articulate their thoughts effectively.

- Verbal Communication: Group discussions and presentations enhance students'
oral communication skills.

Research Skills

- Independent Research: The independent study component encourages students
to engage in research, developing their ability to locate and evaluate
sources.

- Engagement with Secondary Texts: Students learn to incorporate critical

perspectives and secondary texts into their analyses, enriching their
understanding of primary works.

Tips for Success

To excel in the OCR A Level English Literature course, students can adopt
various strategies to enhance their learning experience.

Effective Study Techniques

1. Regular Reading: Develop a habit of reading widely. Engage with both set
texts and additional literature to broaden your understanding.

2. Annotate Texts: As you read, make notes in the margins, highlighting key
themes, language choices, and character development.

3. Participate in Discussions: Engage in classroom discussions and debates to
refine your ideas and gain new perspectives.

Practice Writing

- Essay Practice: Regularly practice writing essays based on past exam
questions to improve your writing skills and exam technique.

- Peer Review: Exchange essays with classmates for constructive feedback,
allowing you to identify areas for improvement.



Utilize Resources

- Secondary Sources: Read critical essays and analyses of the texts you are
studying. These resources can provide valuable insights and deepen your
understanding.

- Study Groups: Form study groups with peers to discuss texts and share
interpretations, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

Conclusion

In conclusion, OCR A Level English Literature offers a rich and rewarding
exploration of literature that challenges students to think critically and
engage deeply with a variety of texts. Through a well-structured curriculum,
diverse literary selections, and a focus on developing essential skills,
students are well-prepared for further academic pursuits or careers in fields
such as education, writing, and the arts. By employing effective study
strategies and embracing the complexities of literary analysis, students can
achieve success in this fascinating and intellectually stimulating course.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the structure of the OCR A Level English
Literature exam?

The OCR A Level English Literature exam typically consists of three
components: a coursework component, a closed book exam on poetry and drama,
and a closed book exam on prose. Students analyze texts and respond to
specific prompts.

What key themes should I focus on for the OCR A
Level English Literature syllabus?

Key themes often include identity, power, conflict, love, and society. It's
important to explore how these themes are presented in various texts, as well
as their historical and cultural contexts.

How can I effectively analyze poetry for the OCR A
Level exam?

To analyze poetry effectively, focus on form, structure, language, imagery,
and sound devices. Consider the poet's intentions, the emotional impact of
the poem, and how it connects with broader themes.



What types of texts are commonly studied in the OCR
A Level English Literature course?

Commonly studied texts include a range of novels, plays, and poetry from
different time periods. Classic works by authors like Shakespeare, Dickens,
and modern writers are often included in the syllabus.

How important is contextual understanding in the OCR
A Level English Literature exam?

Contextual understanding is crucial as it helps to enrich your analysis.
Knowing the historical, social, and cultural background of a text can enhance
your arguments and interpretations in essays.

What are some effective revision strategies for OCR
A Level English Literature?

Effective revision strategies include creating detailed notes on themes and
characters, practicing past exam questions, discussing texts in study groups,
and using mind maps to connect ideas and concepts.

How does the coursework component work in the OCR A
Level English Literature?

The coursework component allows students to explore texts in depth, often
through comparative studies. Students select texts to analyze and write
essays that demonstrate critical thinking and personal interpretation.

What skills are assessed in the OCR A Level English
Literature exam?

The exam assesses skills such as textual analysis, critical thinking, the
ability to construct coherent arguments, and the use of appropriate
terminology. Clarity of expression and organization of ideas are also
evaluated.
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