oklahoma state offensive coordinator history

Oklahoma State offensive coordinator history is a tale of evolution, innovation, and strategic
brilliance in college football. From its early days to the modern era, the role of the offensive
coordinator at Oklahoma State University (OSU) has been pivotal in shaping the team’s identity and
success on the field. As the team has transitioned through various coaching philosophies, the
offensive coordinator position has attracted a host of talented individuals, each leaving their unique
mark on the program. This article will explore the history of Oklahoma State’s offensive
coordinators, examining their contributions, coaching styles, and the impact they have had on the
Cowboys' football legacy.

Early Years: The Foundation of OSU Football

Oklahoma State's football program has a storied history dating back to its inception in 1895.
However, the role of the offensive coordinator as we know it today began to take shape mid-20th
century.

1950s-1970s: The Pioneering Days

1. The Emergence of Coordinators: In the early years, the head coach often handled offensive play-
calling directly. It wasn’t until the late 1950s that specialized roles began to emerge, with coaches
like Jim Lookabaugh and Murray Warmath starting to focus on offensive strategies.

2. Coaching Changes: As coaching styles evolved, so did the need for dedicated offensive
coordinators. The 1970s saw a few notable figures, most prominently Dave McGinnis, who later
moved on to successful careers in the NFL.

The 1980s and 1990s: Innovation in Offense

The 1980s and 1990s were transformative decades for Oklahoma State football, with the
introduction of more innovative offensive strategies, including the passing game.

Mike Gundy's Early Influence

- Transition to the Passing Game: Under head coach Pat Jones, the Cowboys began to emphasize the
passing game, which laid the groundwork for future offensive coordinators. Gundy, a quarterback
for the Cowboys during this era, would later return as a coach.

- Notable Coordinators:

- Kenny Guiton (1985-1988): Known for his aggressive offensive style, Guiton was instrumental in
developing the team’s passing attack.

- Les Miles (2001-2004): As offensive coordinator, he was known for his ability to recruit top talent



and implement a high-powered offense.

The Rise of the Spread Offense

The 1990s saw the emergence of the spread offense, a style that would redefine college football and
become a staple at OSU.

- Mike Leach (1999-2000): Hired as the offensive coordinator, Leach brought the Air Raid offense to
Stillwater, revolutionizing the way the game was played at OSU. His innovative approach led to
record-setting seasons and laid the foundation for future offensive successes.

2000s: The Gundy Era and Offensive Evolution

As Mike Gundy took over as head coach in 2005, the offensive coordinator position became vital in
shaping the team's identity.

Key Offensive Coordinators in the Gundy Era

1. Larry Fedora (2005-2007): Fedora's high-octane offense featured a mix of passing and running,
showcasing players like quarterback Zac Robinson and wide receiver Adarius Bowman. His time at
OSU set the stage for future offensive innovations.

2. Dana Holgorsen (2008-2009): Known for his creative play-calling, Holgorsen implemented a
dynamic spread offense that helped propel the Cowboys to new heights. His two seasons as offensive
coordinator were marked by record-breaking performances and increased national recognition.

3. Todd Monken (2011-2012): Under Monken, the Cowboys continued to excel offensively, leading

the nation in several statistical categories. His tenure included a memorable 2011 season where the
Cowboys finished with a 12-1 record and a trip to the Fiesta Bowl.

2013-Present: Recent Developments and Modern
Offenses

The landscape of college football has continued to evolve, with Oklahoma State’s offensive
coordinators adapting to the changing game.

Current Trends and Strategies

- Mike Yurcich (2013-2019): Yurcich was known for his innovative approaches and ability to develop
quarterbacks. During his time, the Cowboys experienced significant success, including a Big 12



Championship appearance in 2015. His offenses were characterized by a balanced attack, utilizing
both the run and pass effectively.

- Kasey Dunn (2020-Present): Promoted from within, Dunn has continued the trend of high-powered
offenses. His strategies have focused on maximizing the talents of players like Spencer Sanders,
leading to competitive seasons in the Big 12.

Impact on Oklahoma State Football

The role of the offensive coordinator at OSU has had lasting effects on the program and its identity.

Statistical Achievements

The work of offensive coordinators has led to numerous records and accolades:

- Record-Setting Seasons: The Cowboys have consistently ranked among the top offenses nationally,
with several players achieving individual accolades, including All-American honors.

- Quarterback Development: A significant aspect of OSU’s success has been the development of
quarterbacks through various offensive systems. Players like Brandon Weeden, Mason Rudolph, and
Spencer Sanders have thrived under the guidance of talented coordinators.

Recruiting and Player Development

The offensive coordinator's role extends beyond game management; they are crucial in recruiting
efforts:

- Attracting Talent: The innovative offensive systems have made OSU an attractive destination for
high school prospects, particularly quarterbacks and skill position players.

- Player Production: Many offensive players have gone on to successful careers in the NFL,
showcasing the effectiveness of the coaching staff at OSU.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Oklahoma State Offensive
Coordinators

The Oklahoma State offensive coordinator history is a rich narrative of creativity, adaptability, and
success. From the pioneering days of early coordinators to the modern spread offenses, each coach
has contributed to the legacy of the Cowboys. The impact of these coordinators can be seen in the
records, the talent produced, and the overall identity of Oklahoma State football. As the program
continues to evolve, the offensive coordinator will remain a crucial position, shaping the future of
the Cowboys and their pursuit of excellence on the gridiron.



In summary, the journey of OSU's offensive coordinators is not just a list of names but a tapestry of
strategies, philosophies, and milestones that have propelled the Cowboys into the spotlight of
college football. As fans look forward to the upcoming seasons, the promise of new innovations and
exciting offenses will undoubtedly remain a hallmark of Oklahoma State football.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first offensive coordinator in Oklahoma State
history?

The first official offensive coordinator for Oklahoma State was Dave Rader, who held the position
from 1988 to 1990.

Which offensive coordinator helped lead Oklahoma State to a
significant offensive turnaround in the late 2000s?

Dana Holgorsen, who served as offensive coordinator from 2008 to 2010, was instrumental in
revitalizing Oklahoma State's offense during that period.

What was a notable achievement of Mike Yurcich during his
time as Oklahoma State's offensive coordinator?

Mike Yurcich, who was the offensive coordinator from 2013 to 2019, led the offense to rank among
the top 10 in scoring and total yards multiple times.

Which offensive coordinator was known for implementing a
high-tempo offense at Oklahoma State?

Mike Gundy himself, during his tenure as head coach and offensive coordinator, adopted a high-
tempo offense that became a trademark of the program.

What offensive strategy did Josh Henson bring to Oklahoma
State?

Josh Henson, who served as co-offensive coordinator and offensive line coach, focused on enhancing
the running game and improving offensive line performance.

Who succeeded Mike Yurcich as offensive coordinator for
Oklahoma State?

Kasey Dunn took over as the offensive coordinator for Oklahoma State after Mike Yurcich left for a
position at Ohio State in 2020.



What impact did Gundy's coaching philosophy have on
offensive coordinators at Oklahoma State?

Gundy's focus on an aggressive passing game and player development allowed offensive
coordinators to innovate and adapt their strategies to maximize talent.

Which offensive coordinator at Oklahoma State had a
background in the spread offense?

Dana Holgorsen, prior to his time at Oklahoma State, was known for his background in the spread
offense, which he successfully implemented during his tenure.

How has the role of the offensive coordinator evolved at
Oklahoma State over the years?

The role of the offensive coordinator at Oklahoma State has evolved from a traditional approach to a
more dynamic, high-scoring, and innovative offensive strategy, reflecting changes in college football
trends.
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