
oah magazine of history
OAH Magazine of History is a prominent publication dedicated to the
dissemination of historical scholarship and the promotion of historical
understanding among the general public and educators. Published by the
Organization of American Historians (OAH), this magazine serves as a vital
resource for history enthusiasts, educators, and students alike. With its
blend of academic rigor and accessible writing, the OAH Magazine of History
aims to bridge the gap between scholarly research and public knowledge,
making history engaging and relevant to contemporary society.

Overview of the OAH Magazine of History

The OAH Magazine of History is a quarterly publication that has been in
circulation since 1987. It features articles, essays, and reviews covering a
wide range of topics related to American history, including social,
political, cultural, and economic themes. The magazine not only highlights
significant historical events and figures but also encourages discussions
about the interpretations and implications of history in today’s world.

Mission and Objectives

The primary mission of the OAH Magazine of History is to foster a deeper
understanding of the past through accessible writing. The magazine's
objectives include:

1. Educating the Public: The magazine aims to provide high-quality historical
content that is understandable and engaging for a non-specialist audience.
2. Supporting Educators: It serves as a resource for teachers by offering
lesson plans, primary documents, and pedagogical strategies to enhance
history education.
3. Promoting Historical Scholarship: The magazine features the work of
historians, providing a platform for scholars to share their research and
perspectives with a broader audience.

Content and Features

Each issue of the OAH Magazine of History is carefully curated to include a
variety of features that appeal to different readers. The magazine typically
contains:

- Scholarly Articles: Peer-reviewed articles by historians that delve into
specific topics, providing both depth and insight.



- Symposia: Themed collections of essays that explore particular aspects of
American history, allowing for multiple perspectives on a single topic.
- Book Reviews: Critical assessments of recent publications in the field of
history, offering recommendations for further reading.
- Teaching Resources: Practical tools and resources for educators, including
lesson plans, discussion questions, and classroom activities.
- Personal Narratives: First-person accounts and reflections that bring
history to life by connecting personal experiences to larger historical
themes.

Notable Themes and Topics

The OAH Magazine of History covers a diverse array of themes and topics,
reflecting the multifaceted nature of American history. Some notable themes
include:

1. Civil Rights and Social Justice: Articles that examine the struggles and
achievements of civil rights movements throughout American history.
2. Immigration and Identity: Discussions on the experiences of various
immigrant groups and how their narratives contribute to the broader American
identity.
3. War and Military History: In-depth analyses of America’s military
conflicts, their causes, and their consequences on society.
4. Cultural History: Exploration of the artistic, literary, and popular
culture movements that have shaped American life.
5. Economic History: Investigations into the economic forces that have
influenced American development, from colonial times to the present.

Audience and Impact

The OAH Magazine of History is designed for a wide-ranging audience that
includes:

- Educators: Teachers seeking to enhance their curriculum with rich
historical content and teaching resources.
- Students: Learners of all ages who are interested in deepening their
understanding of American history.
- General Readers: History enthusiasts and the general public who wish to
engage with historical scholarship in an accessible format.

The impact of the magazine extends beyond its readership. By promoting
historical literacy and awareness, the OAH Magazine of History contributes to
the public discourse around contemporary issues, encouraging readers to draw
connections between the past and present.



Contributions from Historians

The success of the OAH Magazine of History is largely due to the
contributions of esteemed historians and scholars. These contributors bring
their expertise and insights to the magazine, enriching the content with
well-researched articles that challenge prevailing narratives and introduce
new perspectives. Some notable contributors over the years have included:

- Eric Foner: Renowned for his work on the Reconstruction era and civil
rights.
- Diana L. Ahmad: Known for her research on women’s history and the American
West.
- David Blight: An expert on the Civil War and African American history.

By featuring diverse voices from across the historical spectrum, the magazine
ensures a comprehensive representation of American history.

Access and Availability

The OAH Magazine of History is available in both print and digital formats.
The magazine is published quarterly, and subscribers can receive issues
delivered directly to their homes or access them online. Additionally, many
articles are available for free to the public, allowing a wider audience to
engage with historical scholarship.

Subscription and Membership

To receive the OAH Magazine of History, individuals can subscribe directly
through the OAH website. Membership in the Organization of American
Historians offers additional benefits, including:

- Access to the OAH Magazine of History and other publications.
- Discounts on conferences, workshops, and events.
- Opportunities to network with other historians and educators.

Conclusion

In summary, the OAH Magazine of History plays a crucial role in making
history accessible and engaging for a broad audience. Through its blend of
scholarly articles, teaching resources, and thematic explorations, the
magazine not only informs but also inspires a deeper appreciation for the
complexities of American history. By fostering a dialogue between historians
and the public, the OAH Magazine of History ensures that the lessons of the
past continue to resonate in our contemporary world, encouraging informed



discussions about the future. Whether you are an educator, a student, or
simply a history enthusiast, the OAH Magazine of History offers a wealth of
knowledge and insight that is both enriching and thought-provoking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is OAH Magazine of History?
OAH Magazine of History is a publication by the Organization of American
Historians that provides accessible and engaging articles on American history
for educators, students, and the general public.

Who publishes the OAH Magazine of History?
The OAH Magazine of History is published by the Organization of American
Historians (OAH), which is a professional association dedicated to the
teaching and study of American history.

What topics are covered in the OAH Magazine of
History?
The magazine covers a wide range of topics related to American history,
including significant events, cultural movements, historical figures, and
contemporary issues in historical scholarship.

How often is the OAH Magazine of History published?
The OAH Magazine of History is published quarterly, providing four issues
each year that feature themed content relevant to American historical
scholarship.

Is OAH Magazine of History peer-reviewed?
While OAH Magazine of History publishes scholarly articles, it is not a peer-
reviewed journal in the traditional sense; however, articles are often
written by historians and experts in the field.

What is the target audience for OAH Magazine of
History?
The magazine targets a broad audience, including educators, students, and the
general public who are interested in learning more about American history.

How can I access articles from OAH Magazine of



History?
Articles from the OAH Magazine of History can be accessed through the OAH
website, where many articles are available for free, while others may require
a subscription.

Does OAH Magazine of History include teaching
resources?
Yes, OAH Magazine of History often includes teaching resources, lesson plans,
and discussion questions to help educators incorporate historical content
into their classrooms.

Can individuals contribute to OAH Magazine of
History?
Yes, individuals can submit articles and proposals for the OAH Magazine of
History, especially those that align with its themes and audience.

What is the significance of OAH Magazine of History
in historical education?
OAH Magazine of History plays a significant role in historical education by
providing accessible content that encourages critical thinking and engagement
with American history among diverse audiences.
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