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Of Mice and Men SparkNotes is an essential resource for anyone studying John Steinbeck’s
classic novella. Published in 1937, the story follows the lives of two displaced migrant ranch
workers, George Milton and Lennie Small, during the Great Depression in California. This article will
provide an in-depth analysis of the plot, characters, themes, and critical elements of the novella. It
will serve as a comprehensive guide for students and readers seeking to understand the nuances of
Steinbeck’s work.

Plot Summary

The narrative of Of Mice and Men unfolds in a straightforward yet poignant manner. The story
begins with George and Lennie arriving at a ranch after fleeing their previous job due to Lennie's
unintentional troublemaking. Lennie, a large man with a mental disability, relies heavily on George
for guidance and protection.

Exposition

- Setting: The story is set in California during the Great Depression, a time of economic hardship and
social instability.
- Characters Introduced: George and Lennie are introduced as they camp by a river, discussing their
dreams of owning a piece of land and living independently.

Rising Action

As they settle into their new job on the ranch, George and Lennie meet various characters,
including:

1. Candy - An aging handyman who fears being useless and alone.
2. Curley - The boss’s aggressive son, who feels insecure about his own masculinity.
3. Curley’s Wife - A lonely woman who seeks attention and feels trapped in her marriage.
4. Crooks - The African-American stable hand, who faces racial discrimination and isolation.

Tensions rise as Curley becomes suspicious of Lennie, leading to confrontations that foreshadow the
tragic events to come.

Climax

The climax occurs when Lennie accidentally kills Curley’s wife while trying to quiet her during an
awkward conversation. This event sets off a chain reaction that forces George to confront the reality
of their dreams and the fragility of their friendship.



Falling Action

As the ranch workers form a lynch mob to find Lennie, George must make a heart-wrenching
decision to protect his friend from a brutal fate.

Resolution

In the poignant conclusion, George finds Lennie hiding by the river, where they first camped. He
comforts Lennie by recounting their dream of owning a farm. However, as the mob approaches,
George makes the ultimate sacrifice, shooting Lennie in a moment of mercy to spare him from a
more violent death.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in Of Mice and Men is crucial for grasping the novella’s deeper
themes.

George Milton

George is intelligent, resourceful, and fiercely protective of Lennie. He represents the everyman
struggling to achieve the American Dream, but he also bears the burden of responsibility for
Lennie’s well-being. His character embodies the theme of friendship and loyalty, showcasing the
emotional weight of caring for someone with a disability.

Lennie Small

Lennie is physically strong but mentally challenged. His childlike innocence and inability to
understand his own strength lead to tragic consequences. Lennie symbolizes the vulnerability of
people with disabilities in a harsh world, and his dream of tending to rabbits reflects a yearning for
simplicity and safety.

Candy

Candy represents the fear of aging and obsolescence. His desire to join George and Lennie in their
dream signifies the universal longing for companionship and purpose.

Curley



Curley embodies toxic masculinity and societal pressures. His aggressive behavior stems from
insecurity, and he often projects his frustrations onto others, particularly Lennie.

Curley’s Wife

Despite being unnamed, Curley’s wife is a crucial character who highlights the themes of loneliness
and gender roles. Her unfulfilled dreams and desperate need for attention reflect the limited roles
available to women during the era.

Crooks

Crooks, as the only Black character in the novella, faces racism and isolation. His character serves
as a critique of societal injustices and the American Dream’s inaccessibility to marginalized
individuals.

Themes

Of Mice and Men explores several significant themes that resonate throughout the narrative.

The American Dream

The pursuit of the American Dream is central to the characters’ motivations. George and Lennie’s
dream of owning land symbolizes hope and independence, yet the novella ultimately questions the
attainability of such dreams for the disenfranchised.

Friendship and Loneliness

The bond between George and Lennie contrasts sharply with the loneliness experienced by other
characters. Steinbeck emphasizes the importance of companionship, particularly in a world where
social isolation is rampant.

Disability and Vulnerability

Lennie’s character raises awareness about the challenges faced by individuals with disabilities.
Steinbeck portrays the vulnerability of such individuals in a society that often overlooks their needs
and rights.



Isolation and Alienation

Many characters in the novella experience profound isolation, reflecting the broader societal context
of the Great Depression. Crooks, Curley’s wife, and Candy each grapple with their own forms of
alienation, highlighting the human need for connection.

Literary Techniques

Steinbeck employs various literary techniques to enhance the narrative.

Symbolism

- The Dream Farm: Represents hope and the desire for a better life.
- Lennie’s Rabbits: Symbolize innocence and the desire for nurturing.

Foreshadowing

Steinbeck subtly foreshadows the tragic ending through various elements, including Lennie’s earlier
interaction with a mouse, which he accidentally kills, and the description of the ranch workers’
violent tendencies.

Imagery and Language

The rich imagery Steinbeck uses paints a vivid picture of the landscape and characters, immersing
readers in the setting and emotional landscape of the story.

Conclusion

Of Mice and Men remains a timeless exploration of friendship, dreams, and the human condition.
Through the intricacies of its plot and character dynamics, Steinbeck invites readers to reflect on
the complexities of life during the Great Depression and the enduring quest for connection and
purpose. For students and literature enthusiasts, Of Mice and Men SparkNotes serves as an
invaluable tool to delve deeper into the text’s themes, character motivations, and societal critiques,
ensuring that the novella’s powerful messages resonate with future generations. Understanding this
masterpiece not only enriches one’s appreciation of literature but also fosters a greater awareness
of the social issues that continue to persist today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in Of Mice and Men
according to SparkNotes?
The main themes include friendship, loneliness, the American Dream, and the struggle for power
and control.

How does SparkNotes summarize the character of George
Milton in Of Mice and Men?
George Milton is portrayed as a caring yet pragmatic character who looks after his friend Lennie,
embodying the theme of friendship and responsibility.

What does SparkNotes highlight about the significance of the
title 'Of Mice and Men'?
The title reflects the idea that plans often go awry, as seen in the poem by Robert Burns, which
serves as a metaphor for the futility of dreams.

According to SparkNotes, how is the setting of the Great
Depression important to the story?
The Great Depression setting emphasizes the struggles of itinerant workers, the fragility of dreams,
and the pervasive loneliness experienced by the characters.

What role does the character of Lennie Small play in the
narrative as per SparkNotes?
Lennie Small represents innocence and the idea of the unattainable American Dream, while also
highlighting themes of vulnerability and the impact of mental disabilities.
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