of mice and men revision pack

Of Mice and Men revision pack is an essential resource for students studying
John Steinbeck's classic novella. This work, published in 1937, is rich with
themes, character development, and social commentary, making it a staple in
high school and college literature courses. This revision pack aims to
provide a comprehensive overview of the text, including key themes, character
analyses, and important quotes, to aid students in their understanding and
interpretation of the novella.

Overview of the Novella

Of Mice and Men follows the story of two displaced migrant ranch workers,
George Milton and Lennie Small, during the Great Depression. The narrative
explores their friendship, dreams, and the harsh realities of life during
this difficult period in American history. The novella's title is derived
from the poem "To a Mouse" by Robert Burns, which reflects the themes of
dreams and the inevitability of failure.

Plot Summary

The plot is straightforward yet profound:

1. Introduction of Characters: The story introduces George and Lennie, who
share a dream of owning a piece of land.

2. Arrival at the Ranch: The duo arrives at a ranch in California, where they
hope to earn enough money to achieve their dream.

3. Interactions with Other Characters: They meet various characters,
including Candy, Crooks, and Curley, each representing different aspects of
the human condition.

4. Conflict and Tragedy: The tension builds as Lennie's mental disability
leads to a tragic accident, resulting in the death of Curley’s wife.

5. Climactic Decision: George faces a moral dilemma regarding Lennie's fate,
culminating in a heartbreaking conclusion.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes in Of Mice and Men is crucial for a comprehensive
analysis. Here are some of the major themes to focus on:



Friendship and Loneliness

- Friendship: The bond between George and Lennie is central to the story.
Their relationship contrasts with the isolation experienced by other
characters.

- Loneliness: Many characters, such as Crooks and Curley’s wife, experience
profound loneliness, highlighting the struggle for connection during the
Great Depression.

The American Dream

- Dreams and Aspirations: George and Lennie’s dream of owning land symbolizes
hope and the pursuit of happiness.

- Disillusionment: The novella ultimately questions the attainability of the
American Dream, as characters face insurmountable obstacles.

Power and Vulnerability

- Social Hierarchies: The novella explores power dynamics among characters,
such as the hierarchy based on race, gender, and disability.
- Vulnerability: Lennie's mental challenges and physical strength make him
both powerful and vulnerable, leading to tragic consequences.

Character Analysis

The characters in Of Mice and Men are richly developed and serve as
representations of various societal issues. Here is a closer look at the
primary characters:

George Milton

- Role: George is the caretaker of Lennie and embodies the theme of
friendship.

- Characteristics: He is practical, intelligent, and often frustrated by
Lennie’s challenges.

- Quote: “Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the
world.”

Lennie Small



- Role: Lennie represents innocence and the vulnerability of those with
disabilities.

- Characteristics: He is physically strong but mentally challenged, leading
to unintentional harm.

- Quote: “I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you.”

Curley

- Role: Curley is the boss's son and represents aggression and entitlement.
- Characteristics: He is confrontational and insecure, often picking fights
with larger men.

- Quote: “You're yella, George. You're yella.”

Curley’s Wife

- Role: She symbolizes the struggles of women during the era.

- Characteristics: Often seen as a temptress, she is also lonely and seeks
attention.

- Quote: “I never get to talk to nobody. I get awful lonely.”

Candy

- Role: An aging handyman who fears for his future as he loses his
usefulness.

- Characteristics: He represents the fear of obsolescence and the desire for
companionship.

- Quote: “I seen hundreds of men come by an’ go on the road... an
damn thing happens to them all.”

’

that same

Crooks

- Role: The African American stable hand who faces racial discrimination.
- Characteristics: He is bitter and isolated but yearns for companionship.
- Quote: “A guy needs somebody—to be near him. A guy goes nuts if he ain’t
got nobody.”

Symbolism

The novella is rich in symbolism, which adds depth to the narrative. Key
symbols include:



- The Dream Farm: Represents hope and the pursuit of the American Dream.
- Lennie’s Puppy: Symbolizes innocence and the fragility of dreams.

- The Ranch: Reflects the harsh realities of life during the Great
Depression, serving as a microcosm of society.

Important Quotes

Memorable quotes enhance the understanding of the novella's themes and
character dynamics. Here are some significant quotes to consider:

1. “We got a future. We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.
We don’t have to sit in no bar room blowin’ in the jack.”

2. “Tell me about it, George.”

3. “I seen too many guys with land in their hands, and they lost it.”

Study Tips for Revision

To effectively revise Of Mice and Men, consider the following strategies:

- Create Character Maps: Visualize relationships and conflicts among
characters.

- Theme Tracking: Identify passages that illustrate major themes and jot down
your insights.

- Practice Past Papers: Familiarize yourself with exam formats and common
essay questions.

- Group Discussions: Engage in study groups to discuss interpretations and
different perspectives.

- Use Quotes: Memorize key quotes that exemplify themes and character traits
for use in essays.

Conclusion

The O0f Mice and Men revision pack serves as a valuable tool for students
seeking to deepen their understanding of Steinbeck's work. By examining the
plot, themes, character analyses, and employing effective study strategies,
students can appreciate the complex social issues and emotional depth of this
timeless novella. As they prepare for exams or discussions, the insights
gained from this revision pack will undoubtedly enhance their engagement with
the text and its enduring relevance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in 'Of Mice and
Men' that should be included in a revision pack?

Key themes include the American Dream, friendship and loneliness, the nature
of dreams, and social injustice.

How can characters' relationships in 'Of Mice and
Men' be analyzed for revision purposes?

Focus on the dynamics between George and Lennie, the isolation of characters
like Curley's wife, and the camaraderie among the ranch workers to highlight
how relationships reflect broader themes.

What are some important symbols in 'Of Mice and Men'
to note in a revision pack?

Important symbols include the dream farm, Lennie's puppy, and the
significance of the color green, which represents hope and the unattainable
American Dream.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'Of
Mice and Men' that should be included in a revision
pack?

Key literary devices include foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery, which
help convey the emotional depth and themes of the narrative.

How does the setting of 'Of Mice and Men' influence
the story and characters?

The setting of the Great Depression-era California influences the characters'
dreams and struggles, emphasizing themes of economic hardship, isolation, and
the pursuit of a better life.
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