
old testament survey and theology syllabus
and outline
Old Testament survey and theology syllabus and outline provide a comprehensive framework for
understanding the rich tapestry of texts that comprise the Old Testament. This syllabus is designed to
guide students through the historical, literary, and theological dimensions of the Old Testament,
enabling them to engage with the scriptures critically and thoughtfully. The Old Testament, as a
foundational text for both Judaism and Christianity, offers profound insights into the nature of God,
humanity, and the unfolding narrative of redemption. This article will outline a detailed syllabus that
encompasses key themes, historical contexts, and theological implications, structured to facilitate
both academic inquiry and personal reflection.

Course Objectives

The objectives of this Old Testament survey and theology course are as follows:

1. Understanding the Structure: Familiarize students with the organization of the Old Testament,
including the various literary genres present in the text.
2. Historical Context: Explore the historical and cultural contexts in which the Old Testament was
written.
3. Theological Themes: Identify and analyze key theological themes, such as covenant, law, prophecy,
and wisdom.
4. Critical Engagement: Encourage critical thinking and scholarly engagement with Old Testament
texts.
5. Application: Apply insights from the Old Testament to contemporary faith and practice.

Syllabus Overview

This syllabus is structured into several major units, each focusing on different aspects of the Old
Testament. Below is an outline of the course content.

Unit 1: Introduction to the Old Testament

- Overview of the Old Testament Canon
- Definition of the Old Testament and its significance.
- Overview of the different canons: Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox.

- Literary Genres
- Narrative, poetry, prophecy, wisdom literature, and law.
- Key characteristics of each genre and their contributions to the overall message.



Unit 2: Historical Background

- Ancient Near Eastern Context
- Overview of the history and culture of the Ancient Near East.
- Comparison with other ancient texts (e.g., Epic of Gilgamesh, Code of Hammurabi).

- Timeline of Key Events
- Creation to the Patriarchs (Genesis 1-11)
- Exodus and conquest (Exodus, Joshua)
- United Monarchy (1 Samuel - 1 Kings)
- Divided Kingdom and Exile (2 Kings)

- Archaeological Insights
- The role of archaeology in understanding Old Testament history.
- Key archaeological findings that illuminate biblical narratives.

Unit 3: Major Themes in the Old Testament

- Covenant
- Definition and significance of covenant in the Old Testament.
- Major covenants: Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, New Covenant.

- Law and Ethics
- Overview of the Mosaic Law (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).
- The role of law in Israelite society and its theological implications.

- Prophecy and Fulfillment
- The role of the prophet in ancient Israel.
- Major prophetic books (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve).

- Wisdom Literature
- Characteristics and themes of wisdom books (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job).
- The pursuit of wisdom and its relevance for life.

- The Sovereignty of God
- Exploration of God’s sovereignty throughout the Old Testament narrative.
- Theological implications of God’s control over history.

Unit 4: Key Texts and Their Interpretations

- Genesis 1-11: Creation and Fall
- Themes of creation, sin, and divine judgment.
- Theological implications of the creation narrative.

- Exodus 1-15: Liberation and Covenant
- The significance of the Exodus event in Jewish identity.



- God’s deliverance and the establishment of covenant.

- Psalms: Worship and Lament
- Overview of the Psalter and its use in Israelite worship.
- The role of lament in the life of faith.

- Isaiah: Hope and Judgment
- Major themes of judgment and hope in Isaiah’s prophecies.
- Messianic expectations and their fulfillment in the New Testament.

Unit 5: Theological Reflections

- God’s Character and Attributes
- Exploration of God’s holiness, justice, mercy, and love.
- How these attributes are revealed throughout the Old Testament.

- Humanity’s Condition
- The nature of humanity as depicted in the Old Testament.
- The implications of sin and the need for redemption.

- Eschatological Themes
- Understanding the Old Testament’s perspective on the end times.
- The relationship between Old Testament prophecies and New Testament fulfillment.

Unit 6: Application and Contemporary Relevance

- Living the Old Testament
- How Old Testament teachings can inform modern faith and practice.
- The relevance of Old Testament laws and ethics for Christians today.

- Interpreting Old Testament Texts Today
- Challenges and methodologies in interpreting Old Testament texts in contemporary contexts.
- The role of cultural context in understanding scripture.

- Dialogue with Other Faiths
- Exploring the Old Testament’s impact on Judaism and Christianity.
- Interfaith discussions and the Old Testament’s role in these dialogues.

Assessment and Evaluation

To ensure students engage critically with the material, the following assessment methods will be
utilized:

1. Quizzes and Exams: Regular quizzes on readings and major themes, as well as a midterm and final
exam to assess comprehension.



2. Research Papers: A research paper on a selected Old Testament text or theme, encouraging in-
depth study and critical analysis.
3. Participation: Active participation in class discussions is essential for fostering a collaborative
learning environment.
4. Reflection Journals: Students will maintain a journal reflecting on their learning and how it applies
to their personal faith journeys.

Conclusion

The Old Testament survey and theology syllabus and outline serves as a vital guide for students and
scholars alike, providing a structured approach to studying the Old Testament. By exploring the
historical contexts, literary structures, and theological themes of the Old Testament, participants will
gain a deeper understanding of its significance and relevance today. This course encourages not just
academic knowledge but also spiritual growth, inviting students to engage with the text in a way that
transforms their understanding of God and their place in His unfolding story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of an Old Testament survey course?
The primary focus is to provide an overview of the historical, literary, and theological aspects of the
Old Testament, including its major themes, authors, and contexts.

What key themes are typically covered in an Old Testament
theology syllabus?
Key themes often include creation, covenant, sin, redemption, prophecy, and the nature of God, along
with the historical context of Israel.

How does an Old Testament survey outline typically structure
its content?
An outline usually organizes the content chronologically or thematically, covering books of the Old
Testament in order, along with sections on historical narratives, laws, wisdom literature, and
prophetic writings.

What are some common texts or resources recommended for
an Old Testament survey course?
Common texts include 'An Introduction to the Old Testament' by Tremper Longman III, 'Old Testament
Theology' by Paul R. House, and various commentaries and study Bibles.



What skills are emphasized in an Old Testament theology
course?
Skills emphasized include critical thinking, exegesis, the ability to interpret texts in their historical
context, and understanding theological implications for contemporary faith.

Why is understanding the cultural context important in Old
Testament studies?
Understanding the cultural context is crucial as it helps to illuminate the meaning of the texts, the
practices of ancient Israel, and the interactions with neighboring cultures.

How do modern applications of Old Testament theology
feature in the syllabus?
Modern applications typically include discussions on how Old Testament themes and teachings inform
Christian doctrine, ethics, and contemporary issues within society.

What role do archaeological findings play in Old Testament
surveys?
Archaeological findings provide critical insights into the historical and cultural background of the Old
Testament, helping to clarify and sometimes challenge traditional interpretations.

What is the significance of covenant in Old Testament
theology?
Covenant is significant as it represents the relational framework between God and His people,
outlining commitments, blessings, and obligations that are central to the narrative of the Old
Testament.
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