OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT LAWS AND
RULES

OHIo OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT LAWS AND RULES GOVERN THE PRACTICE OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY WITHIN
THE STATE OF OHIO. THESE REGULATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ENSURING THAT OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY SERVICES ARE
DELIVERED SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY, MAINTAINING HIGH STANDARDS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE
FUNDAMENTAL ASPECTS OF THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT, INCLUDING ITS OBJECTIVES, LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS, SCOPE OF PRACTICE, AND CONTINUING EDUCATION MANDATES.

OVERVIEW OF THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT

THe OHIo OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT PROVIDES THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PRACTICE OF OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY IN OHIO. T AIMS TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC BY ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS PRACTICING OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ARE
QUALIFIED AND ADHERE TO ESTABLISHED PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS. THE ACT IS ENFORCED BY THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY SECTION, WHICH IS PART OF THE OHIO BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

OBJECTIVES OF THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT INCLUDE:

1. PuBLIC PROTECTION: ENSURING THAT ONLY QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS PROVIDE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY SERVICES.

2. LICENSING AND REGULATION: ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR LICENSURE, PRACTICE, AND ETHICS IN THE FIELD OF
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

3. Scope oF PRACTICE: DEFINING THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY ASSISTANTS.

4. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: PROMOTING ONGOING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL GROW TH WITHIN THE FIELD.

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

IN OHIO/ INDIVIDUALS WISHING TO PRACTICE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY MUST OBTAIN A LICENSE FROM THE OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY SECTION. THE LICENSING PROCESS INCLUDES SEVERAL STEPS DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT CANDIDATES MEET THE
NECESSARY QUALIFICATIONS.

ELigeILITY CRITERIA

To BE ELIGIBLE FOR LICENSURE, APPLICANTS MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

- EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS: APPLICANTS MUST HAVE GRADUATED FROM AN ACCREDITED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
PROGRAM. FOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS, THIS TYPICALLY MEANS HOLDING A MASTER’S OR DOCTORAL DEGREE, WHILE
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS MUST HAVE AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE.

- FieLowork ExPERIENCE: CANDIDATES MUST COMPLETE A SPECIFIED NUMBER OF SUPERVISED FIELDWORK HOURS AS PART OF
THEIR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.

- NATIONAL CERTIFICATION: APPLICANTS MUST PASS THE NATIONAL BOARD FOR CERTIFICATION IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
(NBCOT) EXAMINATION. THIS CERTIFICATION IS A PREREQUISITE FOR STATE LICENSURE.

- BAckGrROUND CHECK: A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK IS REQUIRED TO ENSURE THE APPLICANT’S FITNESS TO PRACTICE.



APPLICATION PROCESS

THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR OBTAINING A LICENSE IN OHIO INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS:

1. COMPLETE THE APPLICATION: APPLICANTS MUST FILL OUT THE OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM PROVIDED BY THE OHIO
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY SECTION.

2. SUBMIT DOCUMENTATION: THIS INCLUDES PROOF OF EDUCATION, FIELDWORK, AND CERTIFICATION, ALONG WITH THE
APPLICATION FEE.

3. PAss THE NBCOT ExAM: APPLICANTS MUST REGISTER FOR AND SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE NBCOT ExaAM.

4. BACKGROUND CHECK: APPLICANTS MUST UNDERGO A STATE AND FEDERAL CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK.

5. ReceIVE LICENSE: UPON APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION AND SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIREMENTS, A LICENSE TO
PRACTICE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY IS ISSUED.

ScoPEe oF PRACTICE

THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY IN OHIO IS DEFINED BY THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE
ACT. |T OUTLINES THE ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND LIMITATIONS FOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY ASSISTANTS.

RoLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS PLAY CRITICAL ROLES IN PROMOTING HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING. THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

- ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION: CONDUCTING THOROUGH ASSESSMENTS TO UNDERSTAND THE NEEDS AND ABILITIES OF
CLIENTS.

- TREATMENT PLANNING: DEVELOPING INDIVIDUALIZED TREATMENT PLANS THAT SPECIFY GOALS AND INTERVENTIONS.

- INTERVENTION IMPLEMENTATION: CARRYING OUT THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTIONS TO HELP CLIENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS.
- DOCUMENTATION AND REPORTING: KEEPING ACCURATE RECORDS OF CLIENT PROGRESS AND TREATMENT EFFICACY.

- COLLABORATION: W/ ORKING WITH OTHER HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS TO PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE CARE.

LIMITATIONS OF PRACTICE

W/HILE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS HAVE A BROAD SCOPE OF PRACTICE, CERTAIN LIMITATIONS ARE IN PLACE TO ENSURE SAFE
AND EFFECTIVE CARE:

- DiagNosIS LIMITATIONS: OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO DIAGNOSE MEDICAL CONDITIONS; THEY CAN
ONLY EVALUATE AND TREAT BASED ON FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE.

- DELEGATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES: OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS WORK UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF LICENSED
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND MUST NOT PERFORM TASKS OUTSIDE THEIR SCOPE OF PRACTICE.

- ADHERENCE TO STANDARDS: PRACTITIONERS MUST FOLLOW ESTABLISHED PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND ETHICAL GUIDELINES
IN THEIR PRACTICE.

CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

ToO MAINTAIN LICENSURE, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS IN OHIO MUST PARTICIPATE
IN ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT MANDATES SPECIFIC CONTINUING
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS.



ConTINUING EbucAaTion UNiTs (CEUS)

- REQUIRED HOURS: LICENSED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS MUST COMPLETE A MINIMUM OF 20 HOURS OF CONTINUING
EDUCATION EVERY TWO YEARS, WHILE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS MUST COMPLETE 12 HOURS.

- ApPROVED ToPICS: CONTINUING EDUCATION CAN COVER VARIOUS TOPICS RELEVANT TO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE,
INCLUDING NEW TECHNIQUES, RESEARCH DEVELOPMENTS, AND ETHICAL PRACTICE.

- DOCUMENTATION: PRACTITIONERS MUST KEEP RECORDS OF THEIR CONTINUING EDUCATION ACTIVITIES AND MAY BE REQUIRED
TO SUBMIT PROOF DURING THE RENEW AL PROCESS.

EXEMPTIONS AND EXTENSIONS

CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS OR EXTENSIONS MAY APPLY TO CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING:

- NEw GRADUATES: INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE RECENTLY GRADUATED AND OBTAINED THEIR FIRST LICENSE MAY BE EXEMPT FROM
CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR THE FIRST RENEW AL PERIOD.

- HEALTH ISSUES: PRACTITIONERS FACING SIGNIFICANT HEALTH ISSUES MAY APPLY FOR AN EXTENSION OF THEIR CONTINUING
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS.

DiscIPLINARY ACTIONS AND VIOLATIONS

THE OHIo OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT OUTLINES ACTIONS THAT CAN LEAD TO DISCIPLINARY MEASURES AGAINST
LICENSED PRACTITIONERS. THESE ACTIONS ARE PUT IN PLACE TO UPHOLD THE INTEGRITY OF THE PROFESSION AND PROTECT THE
PUBLIC.

CoMMOoN VIOLATIONS

SOME COMMON VIOLATIONS THAT MAY RESULT IN DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS INCLUDE:

- UNETHICAL CONDUCT: ENGAGING IN BEHAVIOR THAT VIOLATES PROFESSIONAL ETHICS OR STANDARDS.

- SUBSTANCE ABUSE: PRACTICING WHILE IMPAIRED DUE TO SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR ADDICTION.

- FRAUDULENT ACTIVITIES: COMMITTING FRAUD, SUCH AS FALSIFYING PATIENT RECORDS OR BILLING FOR SERVICES NOT
RENDERED.

- CrIMINAL CONVICTIONS: BEING CONVICTED OF A CRIME THAT REFLECTS POORLY ON THE INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO PRACTICE
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATIONS

CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATING THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT CAN RANGE FROM REPRIMANDS TO THE
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A LICENSE. THE SEVERITY OF THE ACTION TAKEN WILL DEPEND ON THE NATURE OF THE
VIOLATION AND ITS IMPACT ON PATIENT CARE.

CoNcCLUSION

THE OHIoO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT LAWS AND RULES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ENSURING THE QUALITY AND SAFETY
OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY SERVICES IN THE STATE. BY ESTABLISHING CLEAR LICENSING REQUIREMENTS, DEFINING THE SCOPE OF
PRACTICE, AND MANDATING CONTINUING EDUCATION, THESE REGULATIONS PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND PROMOTE THE
PROFESSIONALISM OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS. PRACTITIONERS MUST REMAIN



INFORMED ABOUT THESE LAWS AND ADHERE TO THEM TO MAINTAIN THEIR LICENSES AND PROVIDE THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF
CARE TO THEIR CLIENTS. UNDERSTANDING AND COMPLYING WITH THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT IS
CRUCIAL FOR ALL PROFESSIONALS IN THE FIELD, ENSURING THEY CAN EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
OF THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT?

THE OHIo OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT REGULATES THE PRACTICE OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY IN OHIO TO
ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE DELIVERY OF COMPETENT CARE BY LICENSED PRACTITIONERS.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING AN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY LICENSE IN
OHio?

To OBTAIN A LICENSE IN OHIO, APPLICANTS MUST COMPLETE AN ACCREDITED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM, PASS THE
NATIONAL BoARD FOR CERTIFICATION IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (NBCOT) EXAM, AND SUBMIT A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND
CHECK.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY LICENSURE BOARD?

THE OHIo OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY LICENSURE BOARD OVERSEES THE LICENSING PROCESS, ENSURES COMPLIANCE WITH STATE
LAWS, ADDRESSES COMPLAINTS AGAINST PRACTITIONERS, AND ESTABLISHES RULES FOR PRACTICE WITHIN THE STATE.

How OFTEN MUST OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY LICENSES BE RENEWED IN OHIO?

IN OHIO/ OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY LICENSES MUST BE RENEWED EVERY TWO YEARS, WITH CONTINUING EDUCATION
REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN LICENSURE.

\WHAT TYPES OF CONTINUING EDUCATION ARE REQUIRED FOR OHIO OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPISTS?

OHIO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS MUST COMPLETE AT LEAST 20 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION EVERY TWO YEARS,
WHICH CAN INCLUDE COURSES, WORKSHOPS, AND PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES RELATED TO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

\WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR PRACTICING OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY WITHOUT A
VALID LICENSE IN OHIO?

PRACTICING WITHOUT A VALID LICENSE IN OHIO CAN RESULT IN FINES, CRIMINAL CHARGES, AND DISCIPLINARY ACTION, INCLUDING
POTENTIAL REVOCATION OF ANY EXISTING LICENSES.

ARE THERE SPECIFIC RULES REGARDING TELEHEALTH PRACTICES FOR OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY IN OHIO?
YES, OHIOIS OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PEACTICE ACT INCLUDES GUIDELINES FOR TELEHEALTH SERVICES, REQUIRING

PRACTITIONERS TO COMPLY WITH STATE REGULATIONS AND ENSURE THAT THEY PROVIDE CARE THAT MEETS THE SAME
STANDARDS AS IN-PERSON SERVICES.
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