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Shakespeare's "Macbeth" is often heralded as one of the most profound
tragedies in English literature, characterized by its exploration of
ambition, guilt, and the supernatural. The phrase “Oh horror horror horror”
is uttered by Macduff upon discovering Duncan’s murder, encapsulating the
play’s central themes of horror and moral decay. This article delves into the
layers of meaning within this iconic line and examines how it reflects the
broader motifs of the play, including ambition, guilt, the supernatural, and
the nature of evil.

Understanding the Context of 'Oh horror horror
horror'

In Act II, Scene III, Macduff's exclamation serves as a visceral reaction to
the heinous act of regicide. The repetition of the word "horror" emphasizes
the overwhelming despair and shock that accompanies the discovery of Duncan's
lifeless body. This moment marks a pivotal turning point in the play,
highlighting the magnitude of Macbeth's crime and the resultant chaos that
ensues.

The Significance of Regicide

Regicide, the act of killing a king, is steeped in historical and moral
implications. In the context of the Elizabethan era, the monarch was
considered divinely appointed, and any act against the king was seen as an
affront to God. Macbeth’s murder of Duncan disrupts the Great Chain of Being,
a hierarchical structure that governed societal order.

Divine Right of Kings: The belief that kings ruled by divine mandate,
thus making regicide not just a political act but a sin against God.

Moral Chaos: Duncan's death leads to a moral unraveling in Scotland,
introducing disorder and tyranny under Macbeth's reign.

Foreshadowing Tragedy: The horror of Duncan's murder foreshadows the
subsequent bloodshed and treachery that envelops the kingdom.



Thematic Elements of Horror in Macbeth

The horror in "Macbeth" is not solely confined to the act of murder but
extends to the psychological and supernatural realms that plague the
characters throughout the play. The exploration of these themes reveals the
complex interplay between ambition and the moral consequences that follow.

Ambition and Its Consequences

At the heart of "Macbeth" lies the theme of unchecked ambition. Macbeth,
initially a noble warrior, is seduced by the prophetic words of the three
witches, who foretell his rise to power. This prophecy ignites a latent
ambition within him, leading to a series of horrific decisions.

The Influence of the Witches: The witches symbolize the dark forces that1.
manipulate human ambitions. Their prophecies act as a catalyst for
Macbeth's transformation from a loyal subject to a tyrannical ruler.

Lady Macbeth’s Role: Lady Macbeth is a pivotal figure in amplifying2.
Macbeth's ambition. Her own desire for power and her subsequent descent
into madness illustrate the destructive potential of unchecked ambition.

Downward Spiral: Macbeth's initial act of murder leads to a chain of3.
further atrocities, revealing the corrosive effects of ambition on his
psyche and humanity.

The Supernatural and the Unnatural

The supernatural elements in "Macbeth" accentuate the horror of the
narrative. The witches, apparitions, and visions create an atmosphere of
foreboding and moral confusion.

The Witches: Their cryptic prophecies set the tone for the chaos that
follows. They represent the dark desires that lurk within humans,
leading to moral corruption.

Banquo’s Ghost: The appearance of Banquo’s ghost at the banquet
symbolizes Macbeth's guilt and the psychological torment that
accompanies his actions.

Visions and Hallucinations: Macbeth’s hallucination of the dagger and
Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking serve to illustrate the mental
disintegration caused by guilt and fear.



The Nature of Evil in Macbeth

The horror encapsulated in "Macbeth" also invites a profound exploration of
evil. The play raises questions about the nature of evil and whether it is
innate or cultivated through ambition and desire.

Is Evil Inherent or Acquired?

Shakespeare portrays Macbeth as a complex character whose journey embodies
the struggle between ambition and morality. His descent into evil can be seen
as both a personal choice and a result of external influences.

Macbeth’s Transformation: Initially depicted as a valiant hero, his1.
ambition leads him to commit increasingly heinous acts, suggesting that
evil can be cultivated.

Lady Macbeth’s Manipulation: Lady Macbeth’s relentless pushing of2.
Macbeth to seize power illustrates how ambition can corrupt and foster
evil in others.

Consequences of Evil: The brutal acts committed by Macbeth lead to his3.
downfall, highlighting a moral universe where evil eventually begets
punishment.

The Psychological Horror of Guilt

The horror experienced by Macbeth and Lady Macbeth is heavily rooted in their
guilt. Their initial triumph in seizing power quickly transforms into a
tormenting burden, leading to psychological disintegration.

Macbeth’s Paranoia: Following Duncan's murder, Macbeth becomes
increasingly paranoid, leading to irrational decisions and further
violence.

Lady Macbeth’s Madness: Her descent into madness, culminating in
sleepwalking and obsessive handwashing, symbolizes the inescapability of
guilt.

Isolation: As Macbeth becomes more tyrannical, he isolates himself from
allies and loved ones, highlighting the loneliness that accompanies



guilt and horror.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Horror in Macbeth

The phrase “Oh horror horror horror” encapsulates the essence of
Shakespeare’s "Macbeth"—a tale steeped in ambition, guilt, and the
supernatural. The horror experienced by the characters reflects the moral
consequences of their actions and the psychological torment that ensues. As
Macbeth’s ambition leads him down a dark path, the play serves as a timeless
exploration of the human condition, showcasing the destructive power of
unchecked ambition and the nature of evil.

In conclusion, "Macbeth" remains a powerful commentary on the complexities of
ambition and morality, leaving audiences to ponder the true nature of
horror—whether it is an external force or an internal struggle that
ultimately defines our humanity. The enduring relevance of Shakespeare's work
continues to resonate, reminding us of the fine line between ambition and
moral decay, and the horrors that accompany our choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'Oh horror,
horror, horror' in Macbeth?
The phrase 'Oh horror, horror, horror' is uttered by Macduff upon discovering
Duncan's murdered body. It signifies the overwhelming shock and despair that
accompanies the act of regicide, highlighting the moral chaos that ensues in
the wake of such a heinous crime.

How does the repetition of 'horror' affect the tone
of the scene in which it is used?
The repetition of 'horror' amplifies the emotional intensity and encapsulates
the profound sense of dread and disbelief. It conveys the gravity of the
situation and allows the audience to grasp the horror of the act, enhancing
the tragic atmosphere of the play.

What does Macduff's reaction reveal about his
character in Macbeth?
Macduff's reaction to Duncan's murder reveals him as a man of integrity and
loyalty. His profound shock indicates his moral compass and sets him apart
from other characters who become desensitized to violence, highlighting his



role as a champion of justice in the play.

In what ways does 'Oh horror, horror, horror'
foreshadow future events in Macbeth?
This phrase foreshadows the escalating chaos and bloodshed that will follow
Duncan's murder. It hints at the unraveling of order in Scotland and the
moral decay that will consume both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, leading to
further tragedy and destruction.

How does the theme of horror in Macbeth relate to
the play's exploration of ambition and guilt?
The theme of horror is intricately tied to the destructive consequences of
unchecked ambition. Macbeth's rise to power through heinous acts leads to an
internal struggle characterized by guilt and horror, ultimately portraying
how ambition can corrupt and lead to one's downfall.

What role does the supernatural play in amplifying
the horror in Macbeth?
The supernatural elements, such as the witches and visions, serve to amplify
the horror by creating an atmosphere of dread and foreboding. They manipulate
Macbeth's ambitions and contribute to his moral decline, illustrating the
interplay between fate and free will in the descent into horror.
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