
omega phi psi history
omega phi psi history traces the origins, development, and cultural
significance of one of the notable African American Greek-letter
organizations. Founded in the mid-20th century, Omega Phi Psi has played a
crucial role in fostering brotherhood, academic excellence, leadership, and
community service among its members. This article delves into the
fraternity’s founding principles, key historical milestones, and its impact
on both collegiate communities and broader society. Understanding the omega
phi psi history provides insight into the challenges and triumphs experienced
by its founders and members over the decades. This exploration also
highlights the fraternity’s ongoing commitment to scholarship, social
justice, and empowerment. The following sections will comprehensively cover
the fraternity’s origins, growth, notable contributions, and membership
traditions.

Founding of Omega Phi Psi

Early Growth and Expansion

Core Values and Principles

Notable Milestones and Contributions

Membership and Traditions

Founding of Omega Phi Psi

Origins and Founding Members
The omega phi psi history begins with its establishment at Morgan State
College (now Morgan State University) in Baltimore, Maryland. The fraternity
was founded on November 17, 1914, by a group of seven students who sought to
create an organization that would emphasize academic achievement, social
uplift, and brotherhood among African American men. The founding members,
often referred to as the "Seven Jewels," were dedicated to establishing a
fraternity that would address the unique challenges faced by Black students
during a period marked by segregation and racial discrimination. Their vision
was to create a supportive community that fostered leadership, character
development, and mutual respect.



Historical Context of the Era
The early 20th century was a time of significant social and political
upheaval for African Americans. The establishment of omega phi psi was deeply
influenced by the need for collective empowerment amid widespread inequality.
At a time when higher education opportunities for Black students were
limited, and racial segregation was legally enforced in many parts of the
United States, the fraternity served as a beacon of hope and progress. The
founders aimed to build an institution that would not only support academic
success but also cultivate a strong sense of identity and purpose.

Early Growth and Expansion

Establishing Chapters and Campus Presence
Following its founding, omega phi psi quickly grew beyond its original
campus. The fraternity prioritized establishing chapters at other
historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) to extend its influence
and provide more African American men with opportunities for personal and
professional development. By the 1920s and 1930s, omega phi psi had begun to
form chapters across the United States, contributing to a national network
that promoted its ideals of scholarship and service. The organization's
expansion was characterized by a deliberate effort to maintain high standards
of membership and active engagement in campus life.

Challenges During Early Years
The fraternity faced numerous challenges during its early expansion,
including limited resources, social resistance, and the broader context of
racial segregation. Nevertheless, omega phi psi members remained committed to
their mission, often organizing community events, educational programs, and
social initiatives to uplift Black communities. The fraternity’s resilience
during these formative years set the foundation for its long-term success and
established a legacy of perseverance and dedication.

Core Values and Principles

Brotherhood and Scholarship
Central to the omega phi psi history are its core values of brotherhood and
scholarship. The fraternity emphasizes the importance of academic excellence
as a pathway to leadership and societal contribution. Members are encouraged
to support one another in their educational pursuits, creating a tight-knit



community that values intellectual growth and mutual accountability.

Service and Social Responsibility
In addition to academic achievement, omega phi psi has a strong tradition of
community service and social responsibility. The fraternity actively promotes
initiatives aimed at addressing social injustices, improving educational
opportunities, and enhancing the quality of life within African American
communities. Service projects, mentorship programs, and civic engagement are
integral components of the fraternity’s mission, reflecting its commitment to
making a positive impact beyond campus boundaries.

Leadership Development
Leadership is another fundamental principle in the omega phi psi history. The
fraternity provides its members with numerous opportunities to develop
leadership skills through organizational roles, public speaking, and
community involvement. By fostering leadership qualities, omega phi psi
prepares its members to become influential figures in their careers and
communities.

Notable Milestones and Contributions

Significant Events in Omega Phi Psi History
Over the past century, omega phi psi has achieved numerous milestones that
have enhanced its reputation and influence. These include the establishment
of national conventions, the creation of scholarship funds, and the
development of partnerships with other civic and educational organizations.
The fraternity’s history is marked by events that have strengthened its
national presence and reinforced its commitment to its founding ideals.

Prominent Members and Their Impact
The fraternity boasts a distinguished list of members who have made
significant contributions to various fields, including education, business,
politics, and the arts. These individuals exemplify the fraternity’s
dedication to excellence and service, often serving as role models for
current and future members. Their achievements highlight the lasting impact
of omega phi psi on American society and underscore the importance of its
historical legacy.



Community and Educational Initiatives
Throughout its history, omega phi psi has launched numerous programs aimed at
supporting education and community development. These initiatives include
scholarship awards, leadership training workshops, health awareness
campaigns, and voter registration drives. Such activities demonstrate the
fraternity’s proactive approach to addressing the needs of African American
communities and fostering social progress.

Membership and Traditions

Membership Criteria and Process
The omega phi psi fraternity maintains rigorous standards for membership to
uphold its values of scholarship, leadership, and service. Prospective
members typically must demonstrate academic achievement, community
involvement, and a commitment to the fraternity’s principles. The membership
process often includes education on the fraternity’s history, values, and
expectations, ensuring that new members are well-prepared to contribute
meaningfully.

Symbols and Rituals
Like many Greek-letter organizations, omega phi psi has a rich tradition of
symbols and rituals that reinforce its identity and values. These may include
specific colors, hand signs, mottos, and ceremonial practices that are taught
to members as part of their initiation. Such traditions serve to deepen the
sense of brotherhood and continuity among members across generations.

Annual Events and Gatherings
The fraternity hosts a variety of annual events that foster camaraderie and
celebrate its heritage. These gatherings, such as national conventions,
alumni reunions, and community service days, provide opportunities for
members to network, share experiences, and plan future initiatives. These
events are integral to maintaining the cohesion and vitality of the omega phi
psi brotherhood.

Founding Date: November 17, 1914

Founding Location: Morgan State College, Baltimore, Maryland

Founders: Known as the "Seven Jewels"



Core Values: Brotherhood, Scholarship, Service, Leadership

Expansion: Chapters across numerous HBCUs and national presence

Major Initiatives: Scholarships, community programs, leadership training

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the founding date of Omega Phi Psi
Fraternity?
Omega Phi Psi Fraternity was founded on November 17, 1914.

Who were the founders of Omega Phi Psi?
Omega Phi Psi was founded by three men: Dr. Ernest Everett Just, Oswald G.
Villard, and Dr. Oscar James Cooper.

What was the original purpose of Omega Phi Psi?
Omega Phi Psi was originally established to promote the principles of
brotherhood, scholarship, and community service among African American men.

Where was Omega Phi Psi founded?
Omega Phi Psi was founded at Howard University in Washington, D.C.

How has Omega Phi Psi contributed to African
American history?
Omega Phi Psi has contributed by fostering leadership, academic excellence,
and social activism within African American communities since its inception.

What are the core principles of Omega Phi Psi?
The core principles of Omega Phi Psi are brotherhood, scholarship, and
service.

How did Omega Phi Psi differ from other fraternities
at the time of its founding?
Omega Phi Psi emphasized academic achievement and community service uniquely,
aiming to uplift African American men during a time of social and racial
challenges.



What symbols are associated with Omega Phi Psi?
Omega Phi Psi's symbols include the owl, which represents wisdom, and the
colors royal blue and old gold.

Has Omega Phi Psi been involved in any notable
historical events?
Members of Omega Phi Psi have been active in civil rights movements and
community development initiatives throughout the 20th century.

How has Omega Phi Psi evolved since its founding in
1914?
Since 1914, Omega Phi Psi has expanded nationally, adapted to social changes,
and continued to promote leadership, scholarship, and service among its
members.

Additional Resources
1. Omega Psi Phi: A Legacy of Brotherhood and Service
This book provides an in-depth look at the founding and growth of Omega Psi
Phi fraternity. It explores the fraternity's commitment to scholarship,
leadership, and community service. Readers will gain insight into the values
and traditions that have shaped Omega Psi Phi since 1911.

2. The Founders of Omega Psi Phi: Visionaries of a Movement
Focusing on the four founders—Bishop Edgar Amos Love, Dr. Oscar J. Cooper,
Professor Frank Coleman, and Dr. Ernest Everett Just—this book highlights
their lives and contributions. It details how their vision established a
fraternity dedicated to uplifting African American men during the early 20th
century.

3. Omega Psi Phi: The First International Black Greek Letter Organization
This volume traces the fraternity’s expansion beyond the United States,
marking its status as the first international black Greek-letter
organization. It discusses the challenges and triumphs encountered in
establishing chapters worldwide and the fraternity’s global impact.

4. Men of Omega Psi Phi: Stories of Excellence and Influence
Featuring biographies and testimonials, this book showcases notable members
of Omega Psi Phi who have excelled in various fields. From civil rights
leaders to artists and athletes, it illustrates the fraternity’s influence in
shaping leaders and role models.

5. Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement
This historical account explores Omega Psi Phi’s role in the civil rights
era, highlighting members who actively participated in activism and social



change. The book discusses how the fraternity’s principles aligned with the
fight for equality and justice.

6. Brotherhood and Service: The Omega Psi Phi Experience
Delving into the fraternity’s core principles of manhood, scholarship,
perseverance, and uplift, this book examines how Omega Psi Phi fosters
lifelong bonds among its members. It also covers community service
initiatives and leadership development programs.

7. Omega Psi Phi Through the Decades: A Historical Timeline
Providing a chronological overview, this book documents key events,
milestones, and chapter developments throughout the fraternity’s history. It
serves as a valuable resource for understanding Omega Psi Phi’s evolution
over more than a century.

8. The Symbols and Traditions of Omega Psi Phi
This publication explains the significance behind the fraternity’s symbols,
colors, motto, and rituals. It offers readers a deeper appreciation for the
cultural and historical meanings embedded in Omega Psi Phi’s identity.

9. Women and Omega Psi Phi: Allies in Progress
While Omega Psi Phi is a male fraternity, this book highlights the important
roles women have played as supporters, partners, and contributors to the
fraternity’s mission. It explores the relationships and collaborations that
have strengthened Omega Psi Phi’s impact over the years.
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