
omni bedford springs resort history

omni bedford springs resort history traces back over two centuries, showcasing a rich heritage
that blends natural mineral springs, architectural grandeur, and a legacy as a prominent health and
leisure destination. This historic resort, located in Bedford, Pennsylvania, has evolved from a 19th-
century spa retreat to a modern luxury resort while preserving its unique cultural and historical
essence. The Omni Bedford Springs Resort has witnessed various transformations, ownership
changes, and renovations that reflect broader social and economic trends in American hospitality.
This article explores the resort's origins, its significance during different historical periods, the
architectural developments, and its revival as a premier resort destination. Readers will gain insight
into how the Omni Bedford Springs Resort has maintained its allure by combining historic charm with
contemporary amenities. The following sections delve into the resort's founding, growth, decline,
restoration, and present-day status.

Founding and Early Development

The Resort in the 19th Century

20th Century Changes and Challenges

Restoration and Modern Era

Architectural and Cultural Significance

Founding and Early Development
The origins of the Omni Bedford Springs Resort date back to the late 18th century when natural
mineral springs were discovered in the Bedford area. Indigenous peoples and early settlers
recognized the therapeutic qualities of these springs, which led to the establishment of a health
retreat. In 1796, Dr. John A. F. Wilson, a prominent physician, purchased the land surrounding the
springs and began developing facilities to accommodate visitors seeking healing and relaxation. The
resort capitalized on the 19th-century trend of "taking the waters" for health benefits, becoming a
popular destination for the American elite and travelers from across the country.

Discovery of Mineral Springs
The mineral springs at Bedford Springs are naturally carbonated and rich in various minerals such as
calcium, magnesium, and iron, believed to have curative properties. These springs attracted attention
due to their unique composition and the refreshing experience they provided. Early Native American
tribes, including the Delaware and Shawnee, used the springs for medicinal purposes long before
European settlement.



Initial Construction and Facilities
Following the acquisition by Dr. Wilson, the resort's initial infrastructure included bathhouses, lodging,
and dining areas designed to accommodate visitors seeking therapeutic treatments. The early
buildings were modest but functional, emphasizing access to the springs and tranquility. This phase
laid the foundation for the resort's future expansion and reputation as a premier spa destination.

The Resort in the 19th Century
Throughout the 19th century, the Bedford Springs Resort flourished as a fashionable retreat for
health, socializing, and leisure. The resort expanded its facilities and accommodations, attracting
prominent figures such as U.S. presidents, politicians, military leaders, and celebrities. The era was
marked by significant architectural and infrastructural developments, including the addition of grand
hotels, golf courses, and recreational amenities.

Prominent Visitors and Historical Events
The resort hosted several U.S. presidents, including James Buchanan, who considered Bedford Springs
his summer White House. Buchanan's frequent visits elevated the resort's national profile. Other
notable guests included General George Custer and various dignitaries, reflecting the resort's status
as a center of political and social activity during the 1800s.

Expansion and Amenities
By mid-century, the resort featured a large hotel complex with hundreds of guest rooms, ornate
ballrooms, and extensive grounds. Recreational activities expanded to include horseback riding,
fishing, and one of the earliest golf courses in the United States. The resort also maintained its focus
on therapeutic services, offering mineral baths, massages, and other health treatments.

Construction of the Bedford Springs Hotel in 1806

Introduction of the first golf course by 1895

Development of expansive landscaped gardens

Hosting of social galas and political meetings

20th Century Changes and Challenges
The 20th century brought both progress and difficulties to the Bedford Springs Resort. Advances in
medicine and changes in vacation trends reduced the demand for mineral spring therapies.
Additionally, economic challenges, including the Great Depression, affected the resort's operations.
Ownership changes and periods of decline marked this era, culminating in the resort's closure in the



mid-20th century.

Impact of Medical Advances
As modern medicine evolved, the perceived health benefits of mineral springs were questioned,
leading to a decline in visitors seeking therapeutic treatments. The rise of automobile travel also
shifted vacation patterns toward coastal and urban destinations, reducing the resort's appeal as a spa
retreat.

Economic Hardships and Closure
During the Great Depression and World War II, the resort struggled financially. Maintenance and
modernization efforts were deferred, and parts of the property fell into disrepair. Ultimately, the resort
ceased operations in 1986, ending nearly two centuries of continuous service.

Restoration and Modern Era
In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Omni Bedford Springs Resort experienced a significant
renaissance. Recognizing its historical value and potential as a luxury destination, Omni Hotels &
Resorts acquired the property and initiated extensive restoration projects. The revitalization
preserved the resort's historic architecture while incorporating modern amenities, attracting a new
generation of guests.

Omni Hotels Acquisition
Omni Hotels & Resorts purchased the Bedford Springs property in 2007, embarking on a $90 million
restoration to restore the resort's grandeur. The project included refurbishing guest rooms, restoring
the historic lobby and ballrooms, and upgrading spa and recreational facilities. The reopening in 2009
marked a new chapter in the resort's history, blending heritage with contemporary luxury.

Current Features and Attractions
Today, the Omni Bedford Springs Resort offers:

Luxurious accommodations in historic and modern buildings

A full-service spa utilizing mineral spring waters

Championship golf course with historical significance

Fine dining options reflecting regional cuisine

Event spaces for weddings, conferences, and social gatherings



Architectural and Cultural Significance
The Omni Bedford Springs Resort stands as a testament to American resort architecture and cultural
history. Its buildings showcase styles ranging from Federal to Victorian, illustrating evolving tastes
and design philosophies. The resort's preservation efforts have made it a National Historic Landmark
District, emphasizing its importance in the nation's heritage.

Architectural Styles and Features
The resort features a blend of architectural elements, including:

Federal-style stone buildings from the early 1800s

Victorian-era expansions with ornate detailing

Early 20th-century additions reflecting Colonial Revival influences

Restored interiors with period-appropriate furnishings and decor

Cultural Impact and Legacy
Beyond its physical structures, the Omni Bedford Springs Resort played a significant role in American
social history. It served as a gathering place for political leaders, artists, and socialites, influencing
regional development and tourism. The resort's ongoing operation preserves this legacy, offering
educational programs and historical tours that highlight its past.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Omni Bedford Springs Resort originally
established?
The Omni Bedford Springs Resort was originally established in 1806, making it one of the oldest
resorts in America.

What historical significance does the Bedford Springs Resort
hold?
The Bedford Springs Resort is historically significant as a popular 19th-century spa destination known
for its mineral springs, attracting notable figures including U.S. presidents and politicians.



Which U.S. presidents have visited the Omni Bedford Springs
Resort?
Several U.S. presidents, including James Buchanan, who used it as a summer White House, as well as
Ulysses S. Grant and Dwight D. Eisenhower, have visited the Bedford Springs Resort.

How did the mineral springs contribute to the resort’s
popularity?
The mineral springs at Bedford Springs were believed to have healing properties, which made the
resort a popular health retreat during the 19th and early 20th centuries.

What architectural styles are featured in the Omni Bedford
Springs Resort?
The resort showcases a blend of architectural styles, including Federal, Victorian, and Colonial
Revival, reflecting its long history and various renovations.

How has the Omni Bedford Springs Resort evolved over time?
The resort has evolved from a 19th-century spa destination to a modern luxury resort, undergoing
several renovations and expansions while preserving its historic charm and significance.

Additional Resources
1. Bedford Springs: A Historic Resort’s Journey Through Time
This book explores the rich history of the Omni Bedford Springs Resort, tracing its origins from the
18th century to the present day. It delves into the architectural evolution of the resort, the notable
guests who have stayed there, and the cultural significance of the mineral springs. Readers gain
insight into how the resort has adapted through various historical periods while preserving its
heritage.

2. The Healing Waters of Bedford Springs
Focusing on the natural mineral springs that made Bedford Springs famous, this book details the
therapeutic properties attributed to the waters and their impact on health tourism. It covers early
Native American use, the development of the resort as a health destination, and modern scientific
perspectives on the springs. The narrative highlights the blend of nature and wellness that defines the
resort’s legacy.

3. Gilded Age Elegance at Bedford Springs
This volume captures the opulence and social scene of Bedford Springs during the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Through photographs, personal accounts, and archival research, readers witness the
grandeur of the resort as a playground for America’s elite. The book also examines the architectural
styles and luxury amenities that attracted prominent figures of the Gilded Age.

4. Preserving Bedford Springs: Restoration and Renewal
Detailing the extensive restoration efforts undertaken in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, this



book chronicles how the Omni Bedford Springs Resort was revitalized. It highlights the challenges of
preserving historic structures while upgrading facilities to modern standards. The narrative also
emphasizes the community’s role in safeguarding this cultural landmark.

5. Political Retreat: Bedford Springs in American History
This book investigates the role of Bedford Springs as a venue for political meetings, retreats, and
negotiations. It recounts notable events, including presidential visits and key political gatherings that
took place at the resort. The book provides context on how the resort’s serene environment
influenced American political history.

6. Bedford Springs: Architecture and Design Through the Ages
Focusing on the architectural heritage of the resort, this book explores the various design influences
that shaped the property’s buildings and landscape. It covers styles from Federal and Victorian to
Colonial Revival, highlighting the work of prominent architects and designers. Readers learn about the
interplay between aesthetics, function, and historical context.

7. The Social History of Bedford Springs Resort
This work delves into the social fabric of the resort community, including guests, staff, and local
residents. It examines traditions, social events, and the evolving demographics over the centuries.
The book paints a vivid picture of life at Bedford Springs beyond its physical structures.

8. Bedford Springs and the Evolution of American Tourism
Tracing the development of Bedford Springs within the broader trends of American tourism, this book
analyzes how changing tastes and transportation advances affected the resort’s popularity. It
discusses the transition from health spa to luxury resort and the marketing strategies used
throughout its history. The book offers insights into the economic and cultural forces shaping tourism
in the region.

9. Ghosts and Legends of Bedford Springs
Exploring the folklore and ghost stories associated with the historic resort, this book adds a mystical
dimension to Bedford Springs’ history. It collects tales from staff, guests, and local storytellers,
weaving a narrative that blends fact and legend. This book appeals to those interested in the
mysterious and supernatural aspects of historic places.
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