O TASTE AND SEE VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

INTRODUCTION

O TASTE AND SEE VAUGHAN W/ILLIAMS IS A REMARKABLE CHORAL WORK BY THE BRITISH COMPOSER RALPH V AUGHAN
W/ILLIAMS, RENOWNED FOR HIS INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO MUSICAL COMPOSITION AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ENGLISH
CHORAL TRADITION. WRITTEN IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, THIS PIECE REFLECTS V AUGHAN W/ILLIAMS' DEEP UNDERSTANDING
OF TEXT SETTING, HARMONY/ AND CHORAL TEXTURE. IN THIS ARTICLE/ WE WILL EXPLORE THE BACKGROUND OF THE PIECE/ ITS
MUSICAL CHARACTERISTICS, ITS PLACE WITHIN VAUGHAN W/ILLIAMS' OEUVRE, AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN CHORAL REPERTOIRE.

THe BACKGROUND oF “O TASTE AND See”

V AUGHAN WILLIAMS COMPOSED “O TASTE AND SEE” IN 1953, DRAWING INSPIRATION FROM THE TEXT OF PsaLm 34:8. THe
PIECE WAS INTENDED FOR A FOUR-PART CHOIR (SATB) AND IS OFTEN PERFORMED IN CHURCH SETTINGS, SHOWCASING THE
COMPOSER’S ABILITY TO MERGE LITURGICAL MUSIC WITH CONTEMPORARY HARMONIC LANGUAGE.

INFLUENCE OF ENGLISH CHORAL TRADITION

V AUGHAN WILLIAMS WAS DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY THE ENGLISH CHORAL TRADITION, WHICH HAS ITS ROOTS IN THE MEDIEVAL
PERIOD AND EVOLVED SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE RENAISSANCE AND BAROQUE ERAS. HIS WORKS OFTEN REFLECT A BLEND OF
TRADITIONAL HYMNS AND MODERN SENSIBILITIES. “O TASTE AND SEE” STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO HIS ABILITY TO HONOR
THIS TRADITION WHILE INFUSING IT WITH A FRESH PERSPECTIVE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

THE 20TH CENTURY WAS A TIME OF GREAT CHANGE IN MUSIC, MARKED BY THE RISE OF VARIOUS MOVEMENTS SUCH AS
MODERNISM, NATIONALISM, AND MINIMALISM. V AUGHAN \X/ILLIAMS, HOWEVER, MAINTAINED A DISTINCTIVELY ENGLISH STYLE,
OFTEN INCORPORATING FOLK MELODIES AND MODAL HARMONIES INTO HIS COMPOSITIONS. “O TASTE AND SEE” WAS WRITTEN
DURING A PERIOD WHEN V AUGHAN W/ILLIAMS CONTINUED TO EXPLORE RELIGIOUS THEMES IN HIS MUSIC, REFLECTING HIS LIFELONG
INTEREST IN SPIRITUALITY AND THE CHURCH.

MusicAL CHARACTERISTICS ofF “O TAsTE AND See”

THE PIECE IS STRUCTURED IN A WAY THAT HIGHLIGHTS V AUGHAN W/ILLIAMS' SKILL IN CREATING A RICH, IMMERSIVE SOUND
\WORLD.

TeXT SETTING

THE TEXT oF “O TASTE AND SEE” IS SIMPLE YET PROFOUND, INVITING LISTENERS TO EXPERIENCE THE GOODNESS OF THE Lorp.
V AUGHAN WILLIAMS EMPLOYS A CLEAR AND SINGABLE MELODY THAT ALLOWS THE TEXT TO BE EASILY UNDERSTOOD. THE
SETTING OF THE TEXT IS LYRICAL, EMPHASIZING THE EMOTIONAL WEIGHT OF THE WORDS.



HARMONIC LANGUAGE

V AUGHAN WILLIAMS IS KNOWN FOR HIS UNIQUE HARMONIC LANGUAGE, OFTEN UTILIZING MODAL SCALES AND NON-TRADITIONAL
CHORD PROGRESSIONS. IN “O TASTE AND SEE,H HE CREATES A SERENE AND CONTEMPLATIVE ATMOSPHERE THROUGH:

e |Use OF MODAL HARMONIES

L4 RICH, LUSH CHORDS

e EFFECTIVE VOICE LEADING

THESE ELEMENTS TOGETHER CREATE A SENSE OF WARMTH AND ACCESSIBILITY, MAKING THE PIECE SUITABLE FOR BOTH
PROFESSIONAL AND AMATEUR CHOIRS.

STRUCTURE AND FORM

“O TASTE AND SEE” IS COMPOSED IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD ABA FORMAT, WHERE THE A SECTION PRESENTS THE MAIN
THEMATIC MATERIAL, AND THE B SECTION INTRODUCES CONTRASTING IDEAS. THIS STRUCTURE ALLOWS FOR A CLEAR
DEVELOPMENT OF MUSICAL IDEAS WHILE MAINTAINING A COHESIVE OVERALL SOUND.

THE PIECE BEGINS WITH AN OPENING PHRASE THAT SOFTLY INTRODUCES THE THEME, FOLLOWED BY A MORE DYNAMIC MIDDLE

SECTION THAT BUILDS EXCITEMENT AND ENGAGES THE LISTENER. THE RETURN TO THE OPENING THEME BRINGS A SENSE OF
RESOLUTION AND CALMNESS.

V AUGHAN WiLLIAMS' CHorAL OUTPUT

V AUGHAN WILLIAMS WAS A PROLIFIC COMPOSER, PRODUCING A WIDE RANGE OF WORKS, INCLUDING SYMPHONIES, CHAMBER
MUSIC, AND CHORAL COMPOSITIONS. HiS CHORAL OUTPUT IS PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY, WITH SEVERAL PIECES BECOMING
STAPLES IN THE REPERTOIRE.

NoTABLE CHORAL W ORKS

SoME oF VAUGHAN W/ILLIAMS' MOST CELEBRATED CHORAL WORKS INCLUDE:

1. “DonA NoBis PACEM” - A CANTATA THAT REFLECTS ON THEMES OF WAR AND PEACE.
2. "FIVE MYSTICAL SONGS" - A CYCLE OF SONGS FOR BARITONE AND CHOIR, INTEGRATING POETRY BY GEORGE HERBERT.
3. “THe PILGRIM'S PROGRESS” - AN OPERA THAT EXPLORES THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF ITS PROTAGONIST.

4. "THe ENGLISH HYMNAL” - V AUGHAN \W/ILLIAMS CONTRIBUTED NUMEROUS TUNES TO THIS COLLECTION, ENRICHING THE
HYMN-SINGING TRADITION.

“O TASTE AND SEE” FITS SEAMLESSLY INTO THIS LIST, SHOWCASING HIS ABILITY TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN SACRED MUSIC
AND THE CONCERT HALL.



SIGNIFICANCE IN CHORAL REPERTOIRE

“O TASTE AND SEE” HOLDS A SIGNIFICANT PLACE IN THE CHORAL REPERTOIRE, PARTICULARLY WITHIN ANGLICAN AND OTHER
CHURCH SETTINGS. |T IS FREQUENTLY PERFORMED DURING SERVICES AND CONCERTS, APPRECIATED FOR ITS ACCESSIBILITY AND
PROFOUND MESSAGE.

A PopruLAR CHoICE FOR CHOIRS
MANY CHOIRS ACROSS THE GLOBE HAVE EMBRACED THIS PIECE/ MAKING IT A POPULAR CHOICE FOR:
o CHURCH SERVICES

o CHORAL FESTIVALS

o CONCERT PERFORMANCES

THE COMBINATION OF ITS BEAUTIFUL MELODY, RICH HARMONIES, AND SPIRITUALLY UPLIFTING TEXT RESONATES WITH BOTH
SINGERS AND AUDIENCES ALIKE.

EbucATIONAL VALUE

FOR CHORAL CONDUCTORS AND EDUCATORS, “O TASTE AND SEE” SERVES AS AN EXCELLENT TEACHING TOOL. |T OFFERS
OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE:

e VVOCAL TECHNIQUE
e MUSICAL EXPRESSION

e TEXT INTERPRETATION

THE WORK'S CLARITY AND LYRICAL QUALITY MAKE IT SUITABLE FOR CHOIRS OF VARIOUS SKILL LEVELS, FROM COMMUNITY
CHOIRS TO UNIVERSITY ENSEMBLES.

CoNCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, “O TASTE AND SEE” BY VAUGHAN W/ILLIAMS IS A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE CHORAL REPERTOIRE,
REFLECTING THE COMPOSER’S DEEP-ROOTED CONNECTION TO THE ENGLISH CHORAL TRADITION AND HIS INNOVATIVE APPROACH

TO MUSIC. ITS COMBINATION OF ACCESSIBLE TEXT, LUSH HARMONIES, AND PROFOUND SPIRITUAL MESSAGE CONTINUES TO INSPIRE

CHOIRS AND AUDIENCES ALIKE. AS CHORAL MUSIC CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, V AUGHAN WILLIAMS' WORKS, PARTICULARLY "O

TASTE AND SEE,” REMAIN ESSENTIAL PIECES THAT BRIDGE THE PAST AND THE PRESENT, ENSURING THEIR PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF

MANY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF VAUGHAN WiLLIAMS' ‘O TASTE AND SEE’ IN CHORAL
MUSIC?

V AUGHAN WILLIAMS' 'O TASTE AND SEE’ IS SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS LUSH HARMONIES AND LYRICAL MELODIES, MAKING IT A
STAPLE IN CHORAL REPERTOIRE, OFTEN PERFORMED IN BOTH LITURGICAL AND CONCERT SETTINGS.

WHAT BIBLICAL TEXT IS VAUGHAN WiLLIAMS' ‘O TASTE AND SEE’ BASED ON?

THE PIECE IS BASED ON PSALM 3428/ WHICH INVITES LISTENERS TO EXPERIENCE THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD/ ENCAPSULATED IN
THE PHRASE 'O TASTE AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS Goob.’

IN WHAT YEAR WAS VAUGHAN WiLLIAMS' ‘O TASTE AND SEE’ COMPOSED?

V AUGHAN WILLIAMS COMPOSED ‘O TASTE AND SEE’ IN 1953, AND IT WAS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN FOR UNACCOMPANIED CHOIR.

How IS THE MUSICAL STRUCTURE OF ‘O TASTE AND SEE’ CHARACTERIZED?

THE MUSICAL STRUCTURE OF 'O TASTE AND SEE’ FEATURES RICH CHORAL TEXTURES, WITH A BLEND OF HOMOPHONIC AND
POLYPHONIC ELEMENTS, CREATING AN IMMERSIVE AUDITORY EXPERIENCE.

WHAT EMOTIONS DOES VAUGHAN WiLLIAMS' ‘O TASTE AND SEE’ EVOKE IN
LISTENERS?

THE PIECE EVOKES A SENSE OF PEACE AND SPIRITUAL REFLECTION, ENCOURAGING LISTENERS TO CONNECT WITH THE DIVINE
THROUGH ITS SERENE MELODIES AND HARMONIES.

\WHO TYPICALLY PERFORMS VAUGHAN WiLLIAMS' ‘O TASTE AND SEe’?

THE PIECE IS TYPICALLY PERFORMED BY CHOIRS, RANGING FROM CHURCH CHOIRS TO PROFESSIONAL CHORAL ENSEMBLES, OFTEN
DURING WORSHIP SERVICES OR CONCERTS.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON INTERPRETATIONS OR ARRANGEMENTS OF ‘O TASTE AND
See’?

COMMON INTERPRETATIONS INCLUDE A CAPPELLA VERSIONS, AS WELL AS ARRANGEMENTS FOR PIANO OR ORGAN
ACCOMPANIMENT, WITH SOME ADAPTATIONS FOR DIFFERENT VOCAL ENSEMBLES.
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