
ohio gang definition us history
Ohio gang is a term that refers to a group of politicians and associates who were closely affiliated
with President Warren G. Harding during the early 1920s. This informal group became infamous for
their involvement in various scandals that plagued Harding’s administration, ultimately tarnishing
his legacy and leading to significant political reforms. In this article, we will explore the origins of
the Ohio Gang, key figures involved, the major scandals associated with them, and the impact they
had on American politics.

Origins of the Ohio Gang

The Ohio Gang originated from Harding’s home state of Ohio, where he developed friendships and
political connections throughout his career. After winning the presidency in 1920, Harding brought
many of his Ohio allies into his administration, believing them to be loyal and trustworthy. However,
this decision would soon lead to disastrous consequences.

Harding's Political Background

- Early Career: Harding began his political career as a newspaper publisher in Marion, Ohio. His
charm and charisma helped him gain popularity.
- Senate: He served in the U.S. Senate from 1915 until his presidential election in 1920, during
which he cultivated relationships with various political figures.

Formation of the Gang

The Ohio Gang was not an organized group but rather a collection of Harding's friends and political
allies, many of whom were seen as unqualified for their positions. Some notable members included:

1. Harry M. Daugherty: The Attorney General, known for his close ties to Harding and his
controversial tenure.
2. Charles Evans Hughes: While not a member of the gang in the traditional sense, Hughes served as
Secretary of State and often found himself dealing with the fallout from the gang’s actions.
3. Albert B. Fall: The Secretary of the Interior, who would later become infamous for his role in the
Teapot Dome scandal.
4. Jess Smith: A close advisor to Harding who was involved in various corrupt dealings.

Major Scandals Involving the Ohio Gang

The Ohio Gang was embroiled in several scandals that not only reflected poorly on Harding’s
presidency but also highlighted the pervasive corruption in American politics during the early 20th
century.



The Teapot Dome Scandal

One of the most notorious scandals linked to the Ohio Gang was the Teapot Dome scandal, which
involved the secret leasing of federal oil reserves.

- Background: The Teapot Dome reserve in Wyoming and the Elk Hills reserve in California were set
aside for the United States Navy.
- Corruption: Albert B. Fall, as Secretary of the Interior, secretly leased these reserves to private oil
companies in exchange for bribes. This decision not only violated federal law but also demonstrated
the blatant disregard for public trust.

Impact of the Scandal

- Fall's Conviction: Albert B. Fall was eventually convicted of bribery, becoming the first former
cabinet member to go to prison for crimes committed while in office.
- Public Outcry: The scandal sparked widespread public outrage and led to calls for greater
transparency in government dealings.

The Veterans Bureau Scandal

Another significant scandal involving the Ohio Gang was the Veterans Bureau scandal, which
revolved around financial misconduct and mismanagement.

- Harry Daugherty's Role: Daugherty was implicated in allegations of fraud related to the
management of veterans’ hospitals and services.
- Jess Smith: Smith, who was linked to Daugherty, allegedly used his influence to benefit himself
financially, further complicating the scandal.

The Aftermath of the Ohio Gang

The exposure of the Ohio Gang’s corrupt practices not only damaged President Harding’s reputation
but also had lasting implications for American politics.

Harding's Death and the Legacy of Corruption

- Harding’s Untimely Death: Warren G. Harding died suddenly in August 1923, before the full extent
of the scandals had been revealed. Speculation about the cause of his death included stress from the
corrupt dealings of his administration.
- Impact on Legacy: Harding's presidency is often viewed as one of the most scandal-ridden in
American history, largely due to the actions of the Ohio Gang.



Political Reforms and Changes

In the wake of the Ohio Gang scandals, the American public demanded significant political reforms.

- Government Accountability: The scandals prompted a national conversation about the need for
greater accountability in government, leading to reforms in campaign finance and lobbying.
- Public Trust: The revelations of corruption diminished public trust in government officials, a
sentiment that would linger for decades.

Conclusion

The Ohio Gang serves as a cautionary tale in American political history, illustrating the dangers of
cronyism and the potential consequences of placing personal loyalty above competence and integrity
in government. The scandals associated with this group not only tarnished the legacy of Warren G.
Harding but also spurred a movement toward greater accountability and transparency in politics.
The lessons learned from this period continue to resonate today, reminding us of the importance of
vigilance in safeguarding democratic institutions against corruption and abuse of power. Through
understanding the history of the Ohio Gang, we gain insight into the complexities of political loyalty
and the critical need for ethical governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Ohio Gang in U.S. history?
The Ohio Gang refers to a group of politicians and industry leaders closely associated with President
Warren G. Harding during the early 1920s, known for their corrupt practices and influence over
government appointments.

What were the major scandals associated with the Ohio Gang?
The Ohio Gang was involved in several scandals, most notably the Teapot Dome scandal, which
involved the secret leasing of federal oil reserves to private companies in exchange for bribes.

Who were some prominent members of the Ohio Gang?
Key members of the Ohio Gang included Harry M. Daugherty, the Attorney General, and Albert B.
Fall, the Secretary of the Interior, among others.

How did the Ohio Gang impact the Harding administration?
The Ohio Gang significantly tarnished the reputation of the Harding administration, leading to
widespread public disillusionment and contributing to Harding's legacy of corruption.



What was the public's reaction to the Ohio Gang's activities?
The public reaction was largely negative, leading to outrage and calls for government reform,
especially after the exposure of various scandals in the media.

How did the Ohio Gang's actions influence future U.S. political
reforms?
The scandals associated with the Ohio Gang prompted a wave of political reforms aimed at
increasing transparency and reducing corruption in government, including the establishment of
stricter regulations on lobbying.

Is the term 'Ohio Gang' used in contemporary discussions of
politics?
Yes, the term 'Ohio Gang' is sometimes referenced in contemporary discussions to describe groups
of politically connected individuals who may exert undue influence over government actions, often
with a focus on corruption.
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