
number the stars play script
Number the Stars play script is a powerful adaptation of Lois Lowry’s beloved
novel, which tells a poignant story set during World War II. The narrative
revolves around themes of courage, friendship, and sacrifice, as young
Annemarie Johansen navigates the challenges of living in Nazi-occupied
Denmark. The play script captures the essence of the book while translating
it into a theatrical format that can be performed on stage, allowing
audiences to experience the emotional depth of the characters and their
struggles. In this article, we will explore the significance of the play, its
characters, themes, and the overall impact it has on audiences, particularly
in educational settings.

Overview of the Story

At its core, Number the Stars revolves around Annemarie Johansen, a ten-year-
old girl living in Copenhagen during the German occupation. The story begins
with the introduction of her world, full of normalcy, which is soon shattered
by the harsh realities of war. As the Nazis intensify their grip on Denmark,
Annemarie's family is drawn into a dangerous mission to protect their Jewish
friends, the Rosens, from deportation.

Key Plot Points

1. Introduction to Annemarie’s World: The play begins by establishing
Annemarie's life, her relationships with her family and friends, and the
atmosphere of fear and uncertainty that permeates their daily lives.

2. The Arrival of the Nazis: Tension escalates as the Nazi soldiers patrol
the streets, instilling fear in the hearts of the Danish citizens,
particularly the Jewish population.

3. The Friendship with Ellen: Annemarie's deep bond with her Jewish friend
Ellen Rosen is highlighted. Their friendship symbolizes innocence, loyalty,
and the desire for normalcy amidst chaos.

4. The Escape Plan: As the threat to the Rosens becomes imminent, Annemarie’s
family devises a plan to help them escape to safety. This section of the play
emphasizes themes of bravery and sacrifice.

5. Confrontation and Resolution: The climax features a tense confrontation
with Nazi soldiers, testing Annemarie's courage and quick thinking. The
resolution brings a mixture of hope and sorrow, as the characters navigate
the aftermath of their actions.



Character Analysis

The characters in Number the Stars are richly developed, each playing a
significant role in conveying the story's themes.

Annemarie Johansen

Annemarie is the protagonist, embodying the spirit of resilience and bravery.
Initially portrayed as a typical young girl, her character evolves as she
faces the harsh realities of war. Key traits include:

- Courage: Annemarie demonstrates remarkable bravery, particularly when she
risks her life to protect her friend Ellen.
- Empathy: She shows deep compassion for those suffering around her,
understanding the gravity of the situation faced by the Jewish community.
- Growth: Throughout the play, Annemarie matures from a naive child into a
more aware and responsible individual.

Ellen Rosen

Ellen is Annemarie's best friend and a Jewish girl who becomes a target of
the Nazis. Her character represents the innocence of childhood disrupted by
war. Key aspects include:

- Vulnerability: Ellen's fear and uncertainty reflect the plight of Jewish
individuals during the Holocaust.
- Loyalty: Her bond with Annemarie showcases the strength of friendship in
dire circumstances.
- Bravery: Despite her fear, Ellen shows courage in her fight for survival
alongside her friend.

The Johansen Family

Annemarie's family plays a crucial role in the narrative, demonstrating the
importance of unity and support:

- Mama (Mrs. Johansen): A strong and nurturing figure, she embodies maternal
courage and selflessness in protecting her family and friends.
- Papa (Mr. Johansen): A figure of wisdom and strength, he provides guidance
and support during the crisis.
- Kirsti: Annemarie’s younger sister, whose innocence provides a stark
contrast to the surrounding turmoil.



Themes Explored in the Play

Number the Stars addresses several profound themes that resonate with
audiences of all ages.

Courage and Heroism

The play emphasizes the idea that true heroism is not the absence of fear,
but rather the ability to act despite it. Annemarie's actions, along with
those of her family, illustrate that even ordinary people can perform
extraordinary deeds when faced with moral dilemmas.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Annemarie and Ellen serves as a central theme, showcasing
how deep friendships can provide strength during the toughest times. Their
loyalty to each other highlights the importance of solidarity in the face of
adversity.

The Impact of War on Innocence

The story poignantly illustrates how war disrupts the innocence of childhood.
As Annemarie confronts the realities of her world, the audience witnesses the
loss of naivety and the harsh lessons learned through experience.

Family and Sacrifice

The Johansen family’s willingness to risk everything for their friends
emphasizes the theme of sacrifice. The play illustrates the lengths to which
individuals will go to protect their loved ones, underscoring the value of
familial bonds.

Educational Significance

Number the Stars is often included in school curricula, serving as a vital
tool for teaching history, ethics, and empathy. The play script encourages
discussions about the Holocaust, the importance of standing up against
injustice, and the consequences of hatred and discrimination.



Discussion Questions for Students

1. What does courage mean to you, and how is it portrayed in the story?
2. How do Annemarie's actions reflect the theme of friendship?
3. In what ways does the play address the impact of war on society?
4. What lessons can we learn from the sacrifices made by the Johansen family?

Activities for Engagement

- Role-Playing: Students can engage in role-playing exercises, taking on the
characters' roles to explore their motivations and feelings.
- Creative Writing: Encourage students to write letters from the perspective
of Annemarie, Ellen, or other characters, reflecting on their experiences.
- Research Assignments: Assign students to research the historical context of
World War II and the Holocaust to deepen their understanding of the events
depicted in the play.

Conclusion

The Number the Stars play script serves not only as a captivating adaptation
of Lois Lowry's novel but also as a profound exploration of human values in
the face of adversity. Through its compelling characters and rich themes, the
play invites audiences to reflect on the importance of courage, friendship,
and morality. As students and theatergoers engage with the narrative, they
are encouraged to think critically about the lessons of the past and their
relevance in today's world. The emotional resonance of Number the Stars
ensures that its message remains timeless, inspiring future generations to
stand against injustice and uphold the values of empathy and bravery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the play script 'Number
the Stars'?
The main theme of 'Number the Stars' is bravery in the face of adversity,
highlighting the importance of friendship and sacrifice during the Holocaust.

Who are the central characters in the 'Number the
Stars' play script?
The central characters include Annemarie Johansen, her best friend Ellen
Rosen, and Annemarie's family, particularly her sister Kirsti and her
parents.



How does the setting of 'Number the Stars' influence
the story?
The setting, which takes place in Nazi-occupied Copenhagen during World War
II, creates a backdrop of tension and danger that shapes the characters'
actions and decisions.

What is the significance of the title 'Number the
Stars'?
The title 'Number the Stars' symbolizes hope and the idea of counting on one
another during dark times, as well as referencing a passage from the Bible
that speaks of God's protection.

How does the play depict the relationship between
Annemarie and Ellen?
The play depicts Annemarie and Ellen's relationship as a deep and loyal
friendship that transcends the challenges posed by the war, showcasing their
support for each other in times of danger.
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