only exception lyrics and chords

only exception lyrics and chords represent a popular combination sought by
musicians and fans alike who wish to perform or understand the song in
greater depth. This phrase refers to the specific lyrics and guitar chords of
the track "The Only Exception" by Paramore, a song that has captivated
listeners with its heartfelt message and melodic composition. The lyrics
convey themes of love, wvulnerability, and emotional realization, while the
chords provide the musical framework that brings the song to life. For guitar
players, having accurate chords alongside the lyrics is essential for an
authentic rendition. This article delves into the detailed lyrics and chords
of "The Only Exception," exploring its structure, chord progressions, and
tips for playing the song effectively. The following sections will guide
readers through the complete lyrics, chord diagrams, and practical advice for
mastering this beloved track.

e Overview of "The Only Exception"

Complete Lyrics of "The Only Exception"

Guitar Chords and Progressions

Playing Tips for "The Only Exception"

e Common Variations and Capo Usage

Overview of "The Only Exception"

"The Only Exception" is a song by the American rock band Paramore, featured
on their third studio album, "Brand New Eyes," released in 2009. It is
recognized for its softer, acoustic sound that contrasts with the band’s
typical energetic rock style. The song’s lyrics explore the theme of finding
love despite past disappointments and fears, making it relatable to a wide
audience. The combination of poignant lyrics and simple yet effective chord
progressions has made it a favorite for acoustic covers and performances.
Understanding the song’s structure and emotional tone is key to delivering an
authentic rendition, especially when focusing on the only exception lyrics
and chords.

Complete Lyrics of "The Only Exception"

The lyrics of "The Only Exception" are integral to its emotional impact,
telling a story of guarded heart and unexpected love. Below are the full
lyrics, which are often paired with chords for performance purposes. The song
consists of verses, a chorus, and a bridge that convey the narrative
effectively.

e Verse 1

e Chorus



Verse 2

e Chorus

Bridge

Final Chorus

These sections build upon each other lyrically, emphasizing the theme of
being the “only exception” to a previously held belief about love and
heartbreak.

Guitar Chords and Progressions

The guitar chords for "The Only Exception" are straightforward and accessible
for players of various skill levels. The song primarily uses open chords,
which contribute to its warm and intimate sound. The typical chord
progression follows a pattern that supports the vocal melody while allowing
expressive strumming or fingerpicking techniques.

Basic Chords Used

The primary chords featured in the song include:

e C major (C)
e G major (G)
e A minor (Am)
e I major (F)
e E minor (Em)

e D minor (Dm)

Chord Progression Structure

The verses often alternate between chords such as C, G, Am, and F, while the
chorus incorporates a similar progression with slight variations to enhance
the emotional dynamics. The bridge provides a contrasting sequence that
highlights the song’s turning point lyrically and musically.

Playing Tips for "The Only Exception"

To perform "The Only Exception" effectively, attention to rhythm, dynamics,
and chord transitions is essential. The song’s gentle mood benefits from a
soft strumming pattern or subtle fingerpicking to maintain its intimate
atmosphere. Consistent practice of chord changes will ensure smooth
performance and allow the player to focus on conveying the song’s emotional
depth.



Strumming Patterns

A common strumming pattern that suits the song is a slow 4/4 rhythm with
emphasis on downstrokes, creating a flowing and tender sound. Players can
experiment with variations to add personal expression.
Fingerpicking Techniques

For more advanced players, fingerpicking can enhance the song’s texture.

Using the thumb for bass notes and the fingers for melody and harmony strings
adds nuance and depth.

Chord Transitions

Practicing smooth transitions between chords such as F to G or Am to F is
crucial, as these changes occur frequently and set the song’s melodic pace.

Common Variations and Capo Usage

Many guitarists use a capo when playing "The Only Exception" to match the
original key or to suit their vocal range. The capo placement affects chord
shapes and can simplify certain finger positions.

Capo Placement

Typically, placing a capo on the 1st or 2nd fret allows players to use easier
chord shapes while maintaining the song’s original tonality. This adjustment
is helpful for beginners or those looking for a different vocal pitch.

Chord Variation Examples

Some players opt for chord substitutions or simplified versions of barre
chords to accommodate their skill level. Examples include replacing F major
with Fmaj7 or using a simplified G chord shape.

e Capo on 1st fret: Use open chords C, G, Am, F
e Capo on 2nd fret: Play chords in the key of B major shapes
e Use Fmaj7 instead of F for a softer sound

e Try Em7 for an alternative to Em

These variations allow flexibility in performance and can help players
personalize their rendition of "The Only Exception."

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the chords for 'The Only Exception' by



Paramore?

The main chords for 'The Only Exception' are G, Cadd9, Em7, and D. These
chords repeat throughout most of the song.

Where can I find the official lyrics and chords for
'The Only Exception'?

Official lyrics and chords can be found on authorized music websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, or the official Paramore website.

Is 'The Only Exception' easy to play on guitar for
beginners?

Yes, 'The Only Exception' is considered beginner-friendly because it uses
basic chords and a simple strumming pattern.

Can I play 'The Only Exception' using a capo? If yes,
where should I place it?

Yes, you can place a capo on the 2nd fret to play the song with easier chord
shapes while maintaining the original key.

What is the chord progression for the chorus of 'The
Only Exception'?

The chorus primarily follows the chord progression: G - Cadd9 - Em7 - D.

Are there any fingerpicking patterns recommended for
'The Only Exception'?

A common fingerpicking pattern involves plucking the bass note followed by
the higher strings in a steady rhythm, which complements the song's mellow
vibe.

How do the lyrics of 'The Only Exception' relate to
its chord progression?

The gentle chord progression supports the emotional and introspective lyrics,
creating a heartfelt and intimate atmosphere.

Can 'The Only Exception' be played on piano using the
same chords as the guitar?

Yes, the chords G, Cadd9, Em7, and D can be played on piano to accompany the
vocals, maintaining the song's harmonic structure.

Additional Resources

1. Exception Lyrics and Chords: The Ultimate Collection
This comprehensive book compiles the complete lyrics and chords of the band



Exception's most popular songs. It is designed for musicians of all skill
levels, offering clear chord diagrams and easy-to-follow lyric sheets.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player, this collection helps you
master Exception’s distinctive sound.

2. Mastering Exception: A Guide to Lyrics & Chords

Dive deep into the music of Exception with this detailed guide that breaks
down the lyrics and chords of their greatest hits. Alongside chord charts,
the book provides insights into song structures and playing techniques
specific to the band. Perfect for guitarists looking to replicate Exception’s
style accurately.

3. Playing Exception: Lyrics and Guitar Chords Explained

This book offers not only the lyrics and chords for Exception songs but also
explanations of the chord progressions and strumming patterns. It focuses on
helping players capture the emotion and energy of Exception’s music through
detailed annotations. Ideal for fans who want to perform Exception’s catalog
authentically.

4. Exception Acoustic Sessions: Lyrics and Chords for Guitar

Featuring acoustic versions of Exception’s songs, this book presents
stripped-down arrangements with lyrics and chords suited for unplugged
performances. It emphasizes fingerpicking and softer playing styles, making
it a great resource for acoustic guitar enthusiasts. The lyrical content is
carefully transcribed to maintain the original feel.

5. Essential Exception: Lyrics and Chords for Every Fan

A must-have for any Exception fan, this book gathers the essential songs with
their lyrics and chords in one accessible volume. It includes annotations on
lyrical themes and chord voicings that define Exception’s musical identity.
The layout is user—-friendly, perfect for quick reference during practice or
performance.

6. Exception Unplugged: Lyrics and Chords for Solo Guitar

This collection focuses on solo guitar arrangements of Exception’s songs,
providing lyrics alongside chords tailored for single-player renditions. The
book includes tips on fingerstyle techniques and chord transitions to help
musicians deliver intimate performances. It’'s ideal for solo artists looking
to bring Exception’s music to life on their own.

7. Learn Exception: Step-by-Step Lyrics and Chords

Designed as a tutorial book, this title breaks down Exception’s songs into
manageable sections with lyrics and chords. Each chapter guides the reader
through learning the song progressively, offering practice exercises and
chord diagrams. Suitable for learners wanting a structured approach to
Exception’s repertoire.

8. Exception Favorites: Lyric Sheets and Chord Charts

This book compiles fan-favorite Exception tracks with clear lyric sheets and
chord charts for easy playing. It includes both standard and alternative
chord fingerings to accommodate different skill levels. The concise format
makes it a handy companion for rehearsals and jam sessions.

9. Advanced Exception: Complex Lyrics and Chords for Guitarists

For experienced musicians, this book explores the more intricate lyrics and
chord arrangements found in Exception’s later works. It covers advanced chord
voicings, modulations, and lyrical nuances to challenge and inspire players.
A perfect resource for those looking to deepen their understanding of
Exception’s sophisticated musical style.
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