ohio physical therapy laws and rules

Ohio physical therapy laws and rules play a crucial role in governing the practice of physical
therapy in the state. These regulations ensure that physical therapists provide safe and effective
care to patients while maintaining professional standards within the healthcare system.
Understanding these laws is essential for practitioners, patients, and anyone interested in the field
of physical therapy in Ohio. This article will delve into the key aspects of Ohio's physical therapy
laws, the governing bodies, licensing requirements, and the implications for practice.

Understanding Ohio's Regulatory Framework

In Ohio, the practice of physical therapy is regulated by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical
Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board (OTPTAT Board). This body oversees the licensing and
regulation of physical therapists and physical therapist assistants in the state. The laws and rules
established by the OTPTAT Board are designed to protect the public and ensure that practitioners
meet the required standards of care.

Key Laws Governing Physical Therapy Practice in Ohio

Ohio's physical therapy laws encompass several critical areas, including licensure, scope of practice,
continuing education requirements, and disciplinary actions. Here are the main components:

e Licensure Requirements: To practice as a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant
in Ohio, individuals must obtain a valid license from the OTPTAT Board. This involves meeting
educational requirements, completing a specified number of clinical hours, and passing the
National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE).

e Scope of Practice: The scope of practice for physical therapists in Ohio includes the
evaluation, treatment, and management of patients with movement disorders. Therapists are
also allowed to perform specific interventions, including therapeutic exercises, manual
therapy, and patient education.

e Continuing Education: Licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants are
required to complete continuing education courses to maintain their licensure. Ohio mandates
that practitioners complete at least 30 hours of continuing education every two years, with
specific requirements for ethics and pain management training.

e Disciplinary Actions: The OTPTAT Board has the authority to investigate complaints against
licensed practitioners. Violations of Ohio physical therapy laws can result in disciplinary
actions, including fines, suspension, or revocation of licensure.



Licensure Process for Physical Therapists and
Assistants

The path to becoming a licensed physical therapist or assistant in Ohio involves several steps.
Understanding this process is essential for aspiring professionals.

Steps to Obtain a Physical Therapist License

1. Education: Candidates must earn a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree from an accredited
program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).

2. Clinical Experience: After completing their education, candidates must fulfill a minimum number
of supervised clinical hours.

3. NPTE: Candidates must pass the National Physical Therapy Examination, which assesses their
knowledge and competency in physical therapy practice.

4. Application: Submit an application to the OTPTAT Board, including proof of education, clinical
hours, and NPTE results.

5. Background Check: Undergo a criminal background check as part of the licensing process.

6. License Issuance: Once all requirements are met, the OTPTAT Board will issue a license to
practice in Ohio.

Steps to Obtain a Physical Therapist Assistant License

1. Education: Candidates must complete an Associate Degree in Physical Therapy from an accredited
program.

2. Clinical Experience: Similar to physical therapists, candidates must complete a specified number
of clinical hours.

3. NPTE: Candidates must pass the Physical Therapist Assistant National Examination.

4. Application: Submit an application to the OTPTAT Board, including education, clinical hours, and
examination results.

5. Background Check: Complete a criminal background check.

6. License Issuance: Upon meeting all requirements, the OTPTAT Board will issue a license to
practice as a physical therapist assistant.



Scope of Practice in Ohio

Understanding the scope of practice is crucial for physical therapists and assistants to ensure they
operate within legal boundaries. In Ohio, the scope of practice includes:

e Conducting evaluations and assessments of patients' physical capabilities.

e Developing and implementing individualized treatment plans.

 Utilizing various therapeutic modalities, including ultrasound, electrical stimulation, and
manual therapy techniques.

e Educating patients on injury prevention, rehabilitation, and wellness strategies.

e Collaborating with other healthcare professionals to provide comprehensive patient care.

Restrictions and Limitations

While physical therapists have a broad scope of practice, there are specific restrictions in Ohio. For
example, physical therapists cannot perform certain invasive procedures or prescribe medications. It
is important for practitioners to be aware of these limitations to avoid legal ramifications.

Continuing Education Requirements

Continuing education is vital for maintaining licensure and ensuring that practitioners stay updated
on the latest developments in physical therapy. The OTPTAT Board requires:

¢ A minimum of 30 hours of continuing education every two years.

¢ At least 2 of those hours must focus on ethics.

¢ Additional requirements may include coursework related to pain management.

Practitioners can fulfill these requirements through various means, including workshops, online
courses, and conferences. Failing to meet continuing education requirements can result in
disciplinary actions, including fines or license suspension.



Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement

The OTPTAT Board is responsible for enforcing Ohio's physical therapy laws and regulations.
Complaints against licensed practitioners can arise from:

 Patient grievances related to care quality or ethical concerns.
e Criminal activities, including fraud or substance abuse.

e Violations of licensure requirements.

If a complaint is filed, the OTPTAT Board conducts an investigation. Possible outcomes of
disciplinary actions include:

1. Reprimand: A formal warning issued to the practitioner.
2. Fines: Monetary penalties imposed for violations.

3. Suspension: Temporary removal of the right to practice.
4. Revocation: Permanent loss of licensure.

Practitioners have the right to appeal disciplinary decisions and present their case before the board.

Conclusion

In summary, Ohio physical therapy laws and rules are essential for maintaining the integrity and
quality of care in the field. By understanding the licensure process, scope of practice, continuing
education requirements, and potential disciplinary actions, practitioners can navigate the regulatory
landscape effectively. Staying informed about these laws not only protects the rights of physical
therapists and assistants but also ensures that patients receive safe and effective care. Whether you
are a practitioner, a patient, or someone interested in the field, familiarizing yourself with these laws
is imperative for the well-being of all involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the licensing requirements for physical therapists in
Ohio?

In Ohio, physical therapists must hold a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree from an accredited
program, pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE), and obtain a state license from
the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board.



Are physical therapists in Ohio allowed to perform dry
needling?

Yes, physical therapists in Ohio can perform dry needling, but they must complete a specific training
program and adhere to the guidelines set forth by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy,
and Athletic Trainers Board.

What is the role of a physical therapy aide in Ohio?

In Ohio, physical therapy aides can assist physical therapists by performing non-clinical tasks such
as setting up equipment and maintaining the treatment area, but they cannot provide direct patient
care or perform therapeutic exercises.

How often must physical therapists in Ohio renew their
licenses?

Physical therapists in Ohio must renew their licenses every two years and are required to complete
at least 30 hours of continuing education during that period.

What are the regulations for telehealth physical therapy in
Ohio?

Ohio allows telehealth services for physical therapy, but therapists must ensure they comply with all
state regulations, including obtaining consent from patients and adhering to the same standards of
care as in-person visits.
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