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The Ohio State Buckeyes men’s basketball team has a storied history in the NCAA Tournament,
marked by remarkable achievements, unforgettable moments, and a passionate fan base. As one of
the premier programs in college basketball, Ohio State has consistently demonstrated its
competitiveness on the national stage. This article delves into the Buckeyes' NCAA Tournament
history, highlighting key seasons, notable players, and the impact of coaching changes throughout
the years.

Overview of Ohio State Basketball

Ohio State University, located in Columbus, Ohio, has a rich athletic tradition. The men's basketball
program was established in 1898 and has since become one of the most successful programs in
NCAA history. The Buckeyes have a deep-rooted rivalry with teams like the University of Michigan,
and their fans are known for their unwavering support.

The Buckeyes compete in the Big Ten Conference, which is recognized for its competitive basketball
landscape. Over the years, Ohio State has produced numerous NBA players, including legends like
Jerry Lucas, John Havlicek, and more recently, players like Mike Conley and D’Angelo Russell.

NCAA Tournament Appearances

Ohio State has made a significant number of NCAA Tournament appearances since the tournament's
inception in 1939. Here’s a breakdown of their tournament history:

- Total Appearances: 52
- Final Four Appearances: 11
- Championship Titles: 1 (1960)
- Runner-Up Finishes: 2 (1961, 2007)

Early Years and First Championship

The Buckeyes qualified for their first NCAA Tournament in 1939, the inaugural year of the event.
However, it wasn't until the 1950s that Ohio State began to establish itself as a national
powerhouse.

- 1959: Ohio State reached the Final Four for the first time.
- 1960: The Buckeyes, led by legendary coach Fred Taylor and star player Jerry Lucas, captured
their first NCAA Championship. They finished the season with a 25-3 record, defeating the California
Golden Bears in the championship game.



This victory was a defining moment in Ohio State's basketball history and set the stage for future
success.

1960s Dominance and Continued Success

Following their championship win, Ohio State continued to be a formidable force in college
basketball during the 1960s.

- 1961: The Buckeyes returned to the championship game but lost to the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA).
- 1962: They made another deep run, reaching the Final Four once more.

During this era, Ohio State produced several All-American players and maintained consistent
performances in the Big Ten.

Challenges in the 1970s and 1980s

The following decades brought challenges for Ohio State as they faced intense competition both
within the Big Ten and nationally.

- 1970s: The Buckeyes struggled to reach the NCAA Tournament, with only a few appearances.
- 1980s: Ohio State saw a revival under coach Eldon Miller, making several tournament
appearances, including a return to the Sweet Sixteen.

Despite the ups and downs, the foundation for future success was being laid as the program began
to attract top recruits.

The 1990s: A New Era of Success

The 1990s marked a resurgence for Ohio State basketball. Under the leadership of coach Randy
Ayers, the Buckeyes experienced a period of renewed success.

- 1991: Ohio State reached the Final Four, showcasing a talented roster that included players like
Jim Jackson.
- 1992: The Buckeyes made it to the Elite Eight, reinforcing their status as a national contender.

The 1990s also saw the development of key players who would go on to have successful careers in
the NBA.

2000s: Building the Modern Program

The 2000s were transformative for Ohio State basketball, particularly with the hiring of coach Thad
Matta in 2004. Matta's recruitment efforts and coaching acumen led to significant achievements.



- 2006: Ohio State finished the regular season with a 24-3 record and entered the NCAA Tournament
as a No. 2 seed.
- 2007: The Buckeyes reached the championship game, facing Florida. Despite a valiant effort, they
fell short, but the team showcased their talent and resilience.

The success of this era helped establish Ohio State as a consistent contender in the NCAA
Tournament.

Recent Years and Challenges

The late 2010s and early 2020s presented both challenges and triumphs for Ohio State basketball.
Following Matta's departure, the program underwent a transition under new head coach Chris
Holtmann.

- 2019: The Buckeyes returned to the NCAA Tournament and showcased their capability to compete
at a high level.
- 2021: Ohio State entered the tournament as a No. 2 seed but faced disappointment in the early
rounds, highlighting the unpredictability of March Madness.

Despite sporadic tournament success, the program remains committed to maintaining its
competitive edge and attracting top talent.

Notable Players in Ohio State NCAA Tournament
History

Throughout its history, Ohio State has produced numerous players who have left an indelible mark
on the NCAA Tournament. Some notable names include:

1. Jerry Lucas: A key figure in the Buckeyes’ 1960 championship team and a two-time All-American.
2. John Havlicek: An iconic player who won the championship in 1960 and went on to have a Hall of
Fame NBA career.
3. Jim Jackson: A standout player in the early 1990s who led the Buckeyes to the Final Four.
4. Mike Conley Jr.: A vital part of the 2007 team that reached the championship game and has
enjoyed a successful NBA career.
5. D’Angelo Russell: A talented scorer and playmaker who was a key player in the 2015-2016 season
and is known for his time in the NBA.

These players, among many others, have contributed to the rich legacy of Ohio State basketball.

Conclusion

The history of Ohio State in the NCAA Tournament is a testament to the program's resilience, talent,
and commitment to excellence. With a legacy that includes a national championship, multiple Final
Four appearances, and a roster of talented players, the Buckeyes have solidified their place in



college basketball history. As they look to the future, Ohio State continues to strive for greatness
and aims to add more chapters to its illustrious NCAA Tournament history. The passion of the
Buckeye fan base and the program's dedication to success will undoubtedly keep them competitive
for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did Ohio State first participate in the NCAA Men's
Basketball Tournament?
Ohio State first participated in the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament in 1939.

How many times has Ohio State reached the Final Four in the
NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament?
Ohio State has reached the Final Four 11 times in the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament.

What is Ohio State's best finish in the NCAA Men's Basketball
Tournament?
Ohio State's best finish in the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament is winning the championship in
1960.

Who was the head coach of Ohio State during their 1960
championship run?
The head coach of Ohio State during their 1960 championship run was Fred Taylor.

In which year did Ohio State last make it to the NCAA Men's
Basketball Tournament championship game?
Ohio State last made it to the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament championship game in 2007.

How many NCAA Tournament appearances has Ohio State
made in total?
As of 2023, Ohio State has made a total of 50 NCAA Tournament appearances.

Who is Ohio State's all-time leading scorer in NCAA
Tournament history?
Ohio State's all-time leading scorer in NCAA Tournament history is Jerry Lucas.



What notable upset did Ohio State experience in the 2012
NCAA Tournament?
In the 2012 NCAA Tournament, Ohio State was upset by the 15th-seeded Lehigh in the first round.

How many times has Ohio State been a No. 1 seed in the NCAA
Tournament?
Ohio State has been a No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tournament 5 times.
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