
on this day in wv history
on this day in wv history reveals a fascinating glimpse into the past of West Virginia, highlighting
significant events that have shaped the state's identity and heritage. From pivotal moments in early
settlement and statehood to key developments in industry, culture, and politics, this exploration
uncovers notable occurrences remembered and commemorated throughout the years. Understanding
these historical milestones provides valuable insight into the rich tapestry of West Virginia's journey.
This article will delve into important dates and events that define the state's legacy, illustrating how
each moment contributed to West Virginia’s unique place in American history. The following sections
present a detailed overview of critical episodes, including the state's formation, influential figures,
and landmark achievements. Through this detailed account, readers can appreciate the enduring
significance of on this day in WV history.

Statehood and Early History

Industrial Milestones and Economic Development

Political Events and Social Movements

Cultural Contributions and Notable Figures

Natural Disasters and Environmental Events

Statehood and Early History
The story of West Virginia's statehood is a defining chapter in its historical narrative, rooted in the
Civil War era when the region separated from Virginia. On this day in WV history, several key dates
mark the path toward becoming the 35th state of the United States, reflecting the complexities of
loyalty, governance, and identity during a tumultuous period.

Formation of West Virginia
West Virginia officially became a state on June 20, 1863, following a series of conventions and votes
by counties that opposed Virginia’s secession from the Union. The Wheeling Conventions of 1861
were crucial, as delegates from northwestern counties met to establish the Restored Government of
Virginia loyal to the Union. This action laid the groundwork for statehood and demonstrated the
region's distinct political and social stance amid the Civil War.

Early Settlements and Colonial Period
Long before statehood, the area that is now West Virginia was home to indigenous peoples and later
became a frontier for European settlers. Important early settlements, such as Harpers Ferry and
Shepherdstown, played significant roles in colonial expansion. On this day in WV history, various early



settlement anniversaries are remembered, marking the establishment of communities pivotal to the
state's development.

Industrial Milestones and Economic Development
West Virginia's economic history is closely tied to its abundant natural resources, particularly coal,
timber, and natural gas. The evolution of these industries has had a profound impact on the state's
economy and society, with key dates commemorated for breakthroughs and challenges alike.

Coal Mining Industry Growth
The coal mining industry became the backbone of West Virginia's economy in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. On this day in WV history, notable events such as the opening of major mines or labor
strikes are remembered. These milestones underscore the industry's role in shaping communities and
labor relations throughout the state.

Railroads and Transportation Advances
The expansion of railroads was instrumental in connecting West Virginia's resources to national
markets. Important dates marking the completion of significant rail lines or the inauguration of
transportation hubs highlight the state's industrial progress and integration into the broader economy.

Political Events and Social Movements
West Virginia's political landscape has been shaped by a variety of movements and events that reflect
the aspirations and struggles of its people. From labor rights to civil rights, the state has witnessed
pivotal moments that continue to influence its governance and societal values.

Labor Movements and Strikes
Several historic labor strikes, particularly in the coalfields, are commemorated on this day in WV
history. The Battle of Blair Mountain in 1921 remains one of the largest labor uprisings in U.S. history,
symbolizing the fight for miners' rights and better working conditions. These events highlight the
state's role in advancing labor reforms.

Civil Rights and Political Milestones
West Virginia has also been involved in key political developments, including milestones in civil rights
and representation. On this day in WV history, events such as landmark legislation or the election of
significant political figures are recognized, marking progress in social justice and democracy within
the state.



Cultural Contributions and Notable Figures
The cultural heritage of West Virginia is rich with contributions from artists, musicians, writers, and
public figures who have left an indelible mark on the state and beyond. Various anniversaries
celebrate these individuals and their achievements, reflecting the state's vibrant cultural identity.

Prominent West Virginians
On this day in WV history, the birthdates and accomplishments of notable West Virginians are
observed. Figures such as Pearl S. Buck, the Nobel Prize-winning author; Jerry West, basketball
legend; and other cultural icons highlight the diverse talents that have originated from the state.

Folk Music and Traditions
West Virginia is renowned for its folk music traditions, which have been preserved and celebrated
through festivals and recordings. Important cultural events marking the legacy of Appalachian music
and storytelling are commemorated, showcasing the state's role in maintaining these art forms.

Natural Disasters and Environmental Events
West Virginia's history also includes significant natural disasters and environmental events that have
impacted communities and prompted changes in policy and preparedness. On this day in WV history,
anniversaries of such occurrences provide perspective on the challenges faced by the state.

Floods and Storms
Major floods, such as the devastating 1936 and 1977 floods, are remembered for their impact on
West Virginia's towns and infrastructure. These events led to improved flood control measures and
emergency response systems, highlighting the state's resilience.

Mining Disasters and Environmental Impact
The history of mining accidents, including tragic explosions and environmental consequences, are
also commemorated. These dates serve as solemn reminders of the risks associated with resource
extraction and have influenced safety regulations and environmental policies in West Virginia.

June 20, 1863 – West Virginia achieves statehood.1.

August 25, 1921 – Beginning of the Battle of Blair Mountain labor uprising.2.

December 1, 1936 – Major flooding impacts Charleston and surrounding areas.3.

March 6, 1972 – Buffalo Creek flood disaster causes extensive damage.4.



November 14, 1897 – Birth of Pearl S. Buck, influential West Virginian author.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event happened on this day in West Virginia
history?
On this day in West Virginia history, the state was admitted to the Union on June 20, 1863, becoming
the 35th state.

When was West Virginia officially admitted as a state?
West Virginia was officially admitted as the 35th state on June 20, 1863.

What historical battles occurred in West Virginia during the
Civil War?
Several key battles occurred in West Virginia during the Civil War, including the Battle of Philippi on
June 3, 1861, which is considered the first organized land action of the war.

Who was the first governor of West Virginia?
Arthur I. Boreman was the first governor of West Virginia, serving from 1863 to 1869.

What is the significance of the West Virginia Mine Wars in
history?
The West Virginia Mine Wars, occurring primarily between 1912 and 1921, were a series of labor
disputes and violent conflicts between coal miners and coal operators, significantly impacting labor
laws and union movements.

When was the West Virginia State Capitol building completed?
The current West Virginia State Capitol building was completed in 1932 and is known for its distinctive
gold dome.

What notable cultural event originated in West Virginia
history?
The Mothman legend, a notable cultural phenomenon, originated in Point Pleasant, West Virginia, in
the 1960s and has become a significant part of local folklore.



How did West Virginia contribute to the U.S. during World
War II?
During World War II, West Virginia contributed significantly through its coal production, which was
vital for energy and manufacturing, as well as by sending many residents to serve in the armed
forces.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of the Mountains: A Journey Through West Virginia's Historic Days
This book delves into the pivotal moments in West Virginia's history, highlighting significant events
that occurred on specific dates. Through vivid storytelling and archival photographs, readers are
taken on a journey from the state's early settlement to modern times. It emphasizes the cultural and
social impact of these historical milestones on the people of West Virginia.

2. On This Day in West Virginia: A Daily Chronicle of Historic Events
Structured as a day-by-day calendar, this book offers a unique glimpse into West Virginia’s rich
heritage by detailing important events for each day of the year. It includes fascinating anecdotes,
notable births, and key political and social happenings. This is an ideal resource for history
enthusiasts and educators alike.

3. West Virginia's Historic Moments: Stories That Shaped the State
Focusing on landmark events in West Virginia’s past, this volume compiles stories that have defined
the state’s identity. From the formation of West Virginia during the Civil War to the coal mining
strikes, each chapter provides context and analysis. The book aims to connect readers with the
resilience and spirit of West Virginians through history.

4. The Appalachian Chronicles: West Virginia’s On-This-Day History
This book explores the historical events specific to West Virginia within the broader Appalachian
region, emphasizing cultural and economic developments. It highlights key dates that influenced the
state’s growth and challenges. Rich in local lore and primary sources, it offers an authentic
perspective on West Virginia’s past.

5. Milestones in the Mountain State: West Virginia History by Date
Organized chronologically, this book presents a timeline of West Virginia’s most significant historical
occurrences. It covers political, social, and environmental events that have shaped the state. The
narrative is enhanced with maps and period documents, making it a comprehensive guide for history
buffs.

6. West Virginia in Focus: Historic Events and Their Legacy
This book examines the lasting impact of key historical events that happened on particular days in
West Virginia history. It includes essays from historians and firsthand accounts that bring these
moments to life. The book also discusses how these events continue to influence the state’s culture
and policies today.

7. Days of Change: West Virginia’s Defining Historical Dates
Highlighting transformative days in West Virginia’s history, this book covers events that led to
significant political, economic, and social shifts. Readers will learn about landmark court cases, labor
movements, and statehood milestones. The author provides insightful commentary on the broader



implications of these events.

8. On This Day in the Mountain State: West Virginia’s Historical Highlights
This engaging collection offers brief yet informative accounts of important daily events in West
Virginia’s history. Perfect for quick reading or daily reflection, it covers a diverse range of topics from
Native American heritage to modern industry. The book serves as a reminder of the state’s rich and
varied past.

9. West Virginia’s Historical Almanac: Key Events by Date
Designed as a reference guide, this almanac catalogs essential dates in West Virginia history with
concise descriptions and notable figures involved. It is an invaluable tool for researchers, students,
and anyone interested in the state’s historical timeline. The book also includes a glossary and timeline
for easy navigation.
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