phillips exeter courses of instruction

phillips exeter courses of instruction offer a rigorous and comprehensive
academic program designed to challenge and inspire high school students.
Known for its distinctive Harkness teaching method, Phillips Exeter Academy
emphasizes critical thinking, collaboration, and deep understanding across a
broad spectrum of subjects. This article explores the various courses of
instruction available at Phillips Exeter, detailing the curriculum structure,
subject offerings, and unique pedagogical approaches that set the school
apart. Additionally, insight into advanced placement options,
interdisciplinary studies, and extracurricular academic opportunities will be
provided. Whether considering enrollment or seeking to understand the
school's academic framework, this overview presents a thorough examination of
Phillips Exeter’s educational offerings. The following sections will delve
into the academy’s core curriculum, specialized courses, and academic support
systems.

e Overview of Phillips Exeter Curriculum

e Core Academic Departments and Course Offerings
e Advanced Placement and Honors Courses

e Interdisciplinary and Specialized Programs

e Teaching Methodology and Academic Environment

e Academic Support and Resources

Overview of Phillips Exeter Curriculum

The Phillips Exeter courses of instruction are organized around a
comprehensive curriculum that balances depth and breadth of knowledge. The
academic program is structured to ensure students develop strong foundational
skills while exploring a variety of disciplines. The curriculum is designed
to prepare students for college-level work and beyond, emphasizing analytical
reasoning, problem-solving, and effective communication. Courses span
humanities, sciences, mathematics, languages, and arts, providing a well-
rounded educational experience. The academy places a strong emphasis on
intellectual curiosity and encourages students to engage actively in their
learning process.



Core Academic Departments and Course Offerings

Phillips Exeter Academy offers a diverse array of courses across its core
academic departments. Each department provides multiple levels of study to
accommodate different student abilities and interests. The core departments
include English, Mathematics, Science, History and Social Studies, Foreign
Languages, and Visual and Performing Arts.

English Department

The English curriculum at Phillips Exeter focuses on literature analysis,
writing proficiency, and critical thinking. Students engage with a wide range
of texts from classical to contemporary authors. Courses include literature
surveys, creative writing, and thematic studies. Emphasis is placed on
developing students’ abilities to articulate ideas clearly and persuasively.

Mathematics Department

Mathematics courses at Phillips Exeter cover topics from algebra and geometry
through calculus and statistics. The department promotes conceptual
understanding and practical application of mathematical principles. Problem-
solving and logical reasoning are integral to all courses, preparing students
for advanced studies in STEM fields.

Science Department

The science curriculum includes biology, chemistry, physics, and
environmental science. Laboratory work is a critical component, allowing
students to apply theoretical knowledge through experimentation. The
department encourages inquiry-based learning and scientific investigation.

History and Social Studies Department

Courses in history and social studies explore global and American history,
government, economics, and cultural studies. Students analyze historical
events and social phenomena to understand their impact on the modern world.
Critical examination of primary sources and diverse perspectives is a key
instructional strategy.

Foreign Languages Department

Phillips Exeter offers instruction in several foreign languages, including
Spanish, French, Latin, Chinese, and more. Language courses emphasize
communication skills, cultural understanding, and linguistic proficiency.



Advanced language courses incorporate literature and history to deepen
students’ engagement.

Visual and Performing Arts Department

The arts curriculum includes courses in studio art, music, theater, and
dance. These courses foster creativity and self-expression while developing
technical skills. The program supports both beginner and advanced students,
encouraging participation in performances and exhibitions.

Advanced Placement and Honors Courses

Phillips Exeter Academy provides numerous Advanced Placement (AP) and honors-
level courses as part of its courses of instruction. These offerings are
designed for students seeking rigorous academic challenges and college credit
opportunities. AP courses are available in subjects such as calculus,
biology, chemistry, physics, U.S. history, and foreign languages.

Honors courses often serve as preparatory steps toward AP classes,
emphasizing deeper content mastery and faster pacing. Enrollment in these
courses typically requires a strong academic record and teacher
recommendations. The availability of advanced courses supports students’
aspirations for academic excellence and competitive college admissions.

Interdisciplinary and Specialized Programs

In addition to traditional subject areas, Phillips Exeter encourages
interdisciplinary studies and specialized programs that integrate multiple
fields of knowledge. These courses foster holistic understanding and
innovative thinking. Examples include environmental studies, robotics, and
digital humanities.

Specialized programs may also involve project-based learning, independent
research, and collaborative initiatives. These offerings enable students to
pursue individual interests while developing skills applicable to real-world
challenges. The academy’s approach to interdisciplinary instruction reflects
its commitment to adaptive and forward-thinking education.

Teaching Methodology and Academic Environment

Phillips Exeter’s courses of instruction are distinguished by the Harkness
teaching method, an interactive, discussion-based approach that places
students at the center of learning. Classes typically involve small groups
seated around an oval table, fostering dialogue, inquiry, and peer
collaboration. This method promotes active participation and critical
engagement with course material.



The academic environment at Phillips Exeter supports intellectual risk-taking
and respectful debate. Faculty members serve as facilitators and mentors,
guiding students through complex concepts and encouraging independent
thought. This pedagogical style enhances comprehension and retention across
all courses.

Academic Support and Resources

To complement its challenging courses of instruction, Phillips Exeter Academy
provides extensive academic support and resources. These include tutoring
services, writing centers, and study groups aimed at helping students
succeed. The school also offers workshops and seminars focused on study
skills, time management, and test preparation.

Technology and library resources are integral to the academic experience,
providing access to digital databases, research tools, and specialized
software. Faculty advisors work closely with students to monitor progress and
tailor support as needed. This comprehensive support system ensures that all
students can thrive within Phillips Exeter’s rigorous academic framework.

e Core curriculum balancing depth and breadth

e Wide range of courses across multiple departments

Advanced Placement and honors-level options

Interdisciplinary and specialized programs

Harkness method emphasizing discussion and collaboration

Robust academic support and resource availability

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main subjects offered in the Phillips
Exeter courses of instruction?

Phillips Exeter offers courses in core subjects including English,
Mathematics, Science, History, Languages, and Arts, designed to foster
critical thinking and depth of understanding.

How does the Exeter method influence the courses of



instruction at Phillips Exeter?

The Exeter method, centered on the Harkness discussion approach, emphasizes
student-led dialogue and collaborative learning, deeply influencing the
courses by promoting critical thinking and active participation.

Are there advanced placement (AP) courses available
at Phillips Exeter?

Yes, Phillips Exeter offers a variety of AP courses across disciplines,
allowing students to engage in college-level work and potentially earn
college credit.

Can students at Phillips Exeter customize their
course schedules?

Students have considerable flexibility to choose courses that align with
their interests and academic goals, within the framework of graduation
requirements.

Does Phillips Exeter provide summer or special
programs as part of its courses of instruction?

Phillips Exeter occasionally offers summer programs and special workshops
that complement the regular academic curriculum, focusing on enrichment and
skill development.

How are new courses introduced into the Phillips
Exeter curriculum?

New courses are developed through faculty collaboration and curriculum
committees, considering educational trends and student interest to keep the
program dynamic and relevant.

What resources support student learning in Phillips
Exeter courses?

Students have access to extensive resources including the Phillips Exeter
Library, online databases, faculty office hours, and tutoring programs to
support their academic success.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of Problem Solving: Precalculus
This book offers a deep dive into precalculus concepts, blending rigorous
theory with challenging problems. It aligns well with courses emphasizing



analytical thinking and advanced algebra skills, much like those at Phillips
Exeter. Students can expect clear explanations and a plethora of exercises
designed to build a strong foundation for calculus. The book encourages
creative problem-solving techniques that are essential for success in
competitive academic environments.

2. Exeter Mathematics: A Comprehensive Guide

Designed specifically to complement the Phillips Exeter math curriculum, this
guide covers key topics such as algebra, geometry, and calculus. It includes
worked examples, practice problems, and detailed solutions that mirror the
school's instructional style. The book emphasizes logical reasoning and the
development of problem-solving strategies, fostering both understanding and
application. Ideal for students preparing for Exeter’s rigorous math courses
and exams.

3. Introduction to Classical Literature: Texts and Contexts

This book provides an overview of classical literature, including Greek and
Roman texts often studied in Phillips Exeter’s humanities courses. It
features annotated selections that help students grasp historical context,
literary devices, and thematic elements. The commentary encourages critical
analysis and discussion, promoting a deeper appreciation of classical works.
Perfect for students seeking to strengthen their reading and interpretive
skills.

4. Foundations of Chemistry: Concepts and Applications

Covering fundamental chemistry topics, this book complements the laboratory
and theoretical components of Phillips Exeter’s science courses. It presents
clear explanations of chemical principles alongside real-world applications
and experimental techniques. The text includes problem sets that challenge
students to apply concepts in novel ways, fostering both knowledge and
inquiry. It supports a hands-on approach to learning chemistry within a
rigorous academic framework.

5. Exploring World History: Themes and Perspectives

This comprehensive history book aligns with courses that explore global
historical events and themes at Phillips Exeter. It offers thematic chapters
that encourage students to analyze cause and effect, cultural interactions,
and historical change over time. The inclusion of primary source excerpts and
discussion questions promotes critical thinking and engagement. It serves as
a valuable resource for developing analytical writing and historical
interpretation skills.

6. English Grammar and Composition: A Student’s Guide

Focused on enhancing writing and grammar skills, this guide supports Phillips
Exeter’s emphasis on clear and effective communication. It covers topics from
sentence structure to essay organization, providing examples and practice
exercises. The book encourages revision and critical self-editing, essential
for producing polished academic work. Suitable for students aiming to excel
in English courses and standardized writing assessments.

7. Physics Principles: Concepts and Problems



This textbook presents foundational physics topics with an emphasis on
conceptual understanding and problem-solving, reflecting the approach used in
Exeter’s physics classes. It includes detailed explanations, illustrative
diagrams, and a variety of practice problems with step-by-step solutions. The
book fosters analytical thinking and prepares students for advanced study in
physical sciences. It is especially helpful for students engaged in lab work
and theoretical analysis.

8. Introduction to Latin Language and Literature

This book introduces students to Latin grammar, vocabulary, and classical
texts, paralleling the curriculum offered at Phillips Exeter. It balances
language instruction with cultural and literary insights, helping students
appreciate the language’s historical significance. Exercises focus on
translation and comprehension skills, building a solid linguistic foundation.
Ideal for beginners and those interested in classical studies.

9. Environmental Science: Concepts and Practices

Covering key environmental topics such as ecosystems, sustainability, and
human impact, this book complements Phillips Exeter’s science offerings. It
integrates scientific principles with current environmental issues,
encouraging students to think critically about global challenges. The text
includes case studies, experiments, and discussion questions that promote
active learning. It is well-suited for courses that emphasize
interdisciplinary approaches and environmental stewardship.

Phillips Exeter Courses Of Instruction

Find other PDF articles:
https://mbapreview.theringer.com/archive-ga-23-36/Book?trackid=rRx70-9513&title=learn-to-read-ta
rot-cards.pdf

Phillips Exeter Courses Of Instruction

Back to Home: https://nbapreview.theringer.com



https://nbapreview.theringer.com/archive-ga-23-46/Book?title=phillips-exeter-courses-of-instruction.pdf&trackid=Lbt54-8576
https://nbapreview.theringer.com/archive-ga-23-36/Book?trackid=rRx70-9513&title=learn-to-read-tarot-cards.pdf
https://nbapreview.theringer.com/archive-ga-23-36/Book?trackid=rRx70-9513&title=learn-to-read-tarot-cards.pdf
https://nbapreview.theringer.com

