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Perdurabo: The Life of Aleister Crowley

Perdurabo, meaning "I will endure," is a fitting title for the enigmatic
figure of Aleister Crowley. Born on October 12, 1875, Crowley became one of
the most influential and controversial figures in the realms of occultism,
mysticism, and philosophy. His life was marked by a relentless pursuit of
knowledge, an insatiable appetite for experience, and a profound belief in
individualism. This article delves into the life of Aleister Crowley,
exploring his early years, his pursuits in the occult, his literary
contributions, and his lasting legacy.

Early Life and Education

Aleister Crowley was born in Leamington Spa, England, into a wealthy family.
His father, a preacher in the Plymouth Brethren, passed away when Crowley was
only 11 years old, leaving a significant impact on his young mind. His
mother, known for her strict religious views, had a tumultuous relationship
with Crowley, which further fueled his rebellious spirit.

Childhood Influences

Crowley’s early experiences shaped his worldview. Key influences included:

Religious Upbringing: Growing up in a strict Christian household
instilled a deep skepticism towards conventional religious beliefs.

Wealth and Privilege: Crowley’s affluent background provided him with
access to education and travel, which broadened his horizons.

Literary Interests: An avid reader, Crowley was particularly fascinated
by poetry, philosophy, and the mystical traditions of various cultures.

Education

Crowley attended the prestigious Malvern College and later went on to study
at the University of Cambridge. It was during these formative years that he
began to rebel against traditional norms, seeking alternative philosophies



and practices. He developed a keen interest in mysticism, magic, and the
occult, which would later define his life’s work.

Exploration of the Occult

Crowley’s deep dive into the occult began in earnest after he graduated from
Cambridge. His quest for enlightenment led him to various esoteric societies,
most notably the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, one of the most
influential magical organizations of the time.

The Golden Dawn and Its Influence

During his time with the Golden Dawn, Crowley was introduced to various
magical practices, including:

Ritual Magic: He learned the intricacies of ceremonial magic, which1.
became a cornerstone of his later work.

Kabbalah: This Jewish mystical tradition fascinated Crowley and2.
influenced his understanding of the universe.

Tarot: Crowley developed a deep connection with Tarot cards, creating3.
his own deck that reflected his unique interpretations.

However, Crowley’s independent spirit often clashed with the organization’s
leadership, leading to his eventual departure from the Golden Dawn. This
marked the beginning of his ascent as a prominent figure in the world of
magic and occultism.

Thelema: A New Philosophy

In 1904, Crowley claimed to have received a divine revelation that led to the
creation of Thelema, a spiritual philosophy emphasizing individual will and
personal freedom. Central to Thelema is the phrase, “Do what thou wilt shall
be the whole of the Law,” which encapsulates Crowley’s belief in the primacy
of personal will and self-actualization.

Literary Contributions

Crowley was not only an occultist but also a prolific writer. His literary



works encompass a wide range of subjects, including poetry, philosophy, and
esoteric teachings.

Key Works

Some of Crowley’s most notable publications include:

The Book of the Law (1904): This text, considered the foundation of
Thelema, outlines Crowley’s philosophical framework and spiritual
teachings.

Magick in Theory and Practice (1929): A comprehensive guide to Crowley’s
approach to magic and occult practices.

The Confessions of Aleister Crowley (1929): An autobiographical work
that offers insight into his life, beliefs, and experiences.

Crowley's writings are often characterized by their complexity and depth,
reflecting his extensive knowledge of various mystical traditions.

Personal Life and Controversies

Crowley’s life was marked by personal struggles, controversies, and a
reputation as a “wicked” figure. His unorthodox lifestyle and beliefs led to
widespread criticism and misunderstanding.

Relationships and Marriages

Crowley had multiple relationships and marriages throughout his life. His
most notable unions include:

Rose Edith Kelly: Married in 1903, Rose played a crucial role in the1.
revelation of Thelema, as Crowley believed she was the medium through
which the divine message was delivered.

Leila Waddell: A talented musician and Crowley’s mistress, Waddell was2.
involved in many of his magical workings.

Crowley’s relationships often reflected his chaotic lifestyle, marked by
substance abuse, experimentation with sexuality, and a penchant for the



dramatic.

Controversies and Public Perception

Crowley’s life was riddled with controversies that contributed to his
notoriety. Some of the key issues included:

Drug Use: Crowley openly experimented with various substances, which he
believed could enhance spiritual experiences.

Sexual Liberation: His beliefs in sexual freedom and practices often
scandalized contemporary society.

Misrepresentation: Media portrayals often painted Crowley as a villain,
leading to the misconception that he was a satanist or involved in dark
practices.

These controversies often overshadowed his philosophical contributions and
led to his reputation as “the wickedest man in the world.”

Legacy and Influence

Despite the controversies surrounding his life, Aleister Crowley’s impact on
modern esotericism, psychology, and popular culture remains significant. His
ideas have influenced various movements and individuals, including:

Modern Occultism

Crowley’s philosophies laid the groundwork for many contemporary occult
practices and organizations, including:

The Ordo Templi Orientis (OTO): This magical order adopted Thelema as
its guiding philosophy and continues to operate today.

Wicca and Neopaganism: Elements of Crowley’s teachings have found their
way into various modern pagan practices.



Popular Culture

Crowley’s life and works have permeated popular culture, inspiring musicians,
writers, and filmmakers. Notable figures influenced by Crowley include:

David Bowie: The iconic musician drew inspiration from Crowley’s imagery1.
and themes in his work.

The Beatles: Their album “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”2.
featured Crowley on its cover, showcasing his cultural significance.

Conclusion

Aleister Crowley’s life was a complex tapestry of exploration, rebellion, and
profound philosophical inquiry. His pursuit of personal freedom and
understanding of the universe led him to challenge societal norms and create
a lasting legacy in the realms of occultism and spirituality. Despite the
controversies surrounding his life, Crowley remains a pivotal figure whose
influence continues to resonate in modern spirituality and popular culture.
The essence of perdurabo, or endurance, encapsulates Crowley’s journey: a
relentless quest for truth, understanding, and self-actualization that
transcends time and continues to inspire seekers of knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Aleister Crowley and why is he significant
in occult history?
Aleister Crowley was an English occultist, mystic, and ceremonial magician
known for founding the religion of Thelema. He is significant in occult
history for his influential writings and practices, which emphasized
individualism and the pursuit of one's true will.

What is the central philosophy of Thelema as
presented by Aleister Crowley?
The central philosophy of Thelema focuses on the idea of 'Do what thou wilt
shall be the whole of the Law,' promoting the concept of finding and
following one's true will as the highest moral imperative.



How does 'Perdurabo: The Life of Aleister Crowley'
portray Crowley's personal life?
'Perdurabo: The Life of Aleister Crowley' provides an in-depth look at
Crowley's tumultuous personal life, including his relationships, struggles
with addiction, and the societal backlash he faced due to his controversial
beliefs and practices.

What impact did Aleister Crowley have on modern
spirituality and popular culture?
Aleister Crowley had a significant impact on modern spirituality, influencing
various movements such as Wicca and contemporary occult practices. He also
permeated popular culture, inspiring artists, musicians, and writers,
including figures like Jim Morrison and Led Zeppelin.

What are some key events in Aleister Crowley's life
that shaped his philosophy?
Key events in Aleister Crowley's life that shaped his philosophy include his
experiences in the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, his travels in Egypt
which influenced his writing of 'The Book of the Law,' and his involvement in
World War I, which led to a deeper exploration of his spiritual beliefs.
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