peter jenkins a walk across america

Peter Jenkins: A Walk Across America is not just a memoir; it’'s a profound
journey that intertwines personal discovery, cultural observations, and the
beauty of the American landscape. In this remarkable narrative, Jenkins
chronicles his 1970s trek across the United States, capturing the essence of
a nation in transition and the diverse tapestry of its people. The book,
published in 1979, invites readers to explore the physical and emotional
challenges of walking thousands of miles while offering insights into the
heart of America.

Background of Peter Jenkins

Peter Jenkins was born on December 5, 1950, in New York City. Growing up in a
suburban setting, he often felt disconnected from the world around him. After
graduating from high school, he initially pursued a college education but
dropped out, feeling the need to find himself. This desire for exploration
led him to embark on a life-changing journey: walking across America.

Motivation for the Journey

Jenkins' motivation for his long walk stemmed from various factors:

1. Search for Identity: Jenkins sought to understand himself and his place in
the world. The tumultuous social changes of the 1960s and early 1970s left
many young Americans feeling lost, and Jenkins was no exception.

2. Connection with Nature: He yearned to reconnect with the natural world,
which he felt was increasingly lost in the modern, urbanized society.

3. Cultural Exploration: Jenkins wanted to experience the diversity of
American culture firsthand, moving beyond the stereotypes and media
portrayals.

The Journey Begins

On the morning of April 1, 1973, Peter Jenkins set out from his home in
Albany, New York, armed with little more than a backpack, a journal, and an
insatiable curiosity. His route was not meticulously planned, allowing him to
adapt and change directions based on encounters and experiences along the
way .



Route and Experience

Jenkins’ journey took him through various landscapes and regions, each
presenting its own unique challenges and experiences:

- Northeast: He began in the lush forests and small towns of the Northeast,
where he was often welcomed by friendly locals.

- Appalachian Mountains: The daunting mountains tested his physical endurance
and mental resolve, but also provided breathtaking views and moments of
solitude.

- Midwest: The flat plains of the Midwest offered a different perspective of
America, with endless fields and long stretches of road. Here, Jenkins
encountered the heartland culture, characterized by community and resilience.

- South: In the southern states, he witnessed the lingering effects of the
Civil Rights Movement. Jenkins engaged with individuals who shared their
stories, highlighting the complexity of race relations in America.

- West Coast: Finally, he made his way to the Pacific Ocean, concluding his
journey in California. The transition from landlocked states to the coast
symbolized not just a physical journey, but also an emotional and spiritual
evolution.

Encounters Along the Way

One of the most enriching aspects of Jenkins' walk was the people he met. His
interactions with a wide array of individuals added depth to his narrative:

1. Local Residents: Jenkins often stayed with families who opened their doors
to him. These encounters revealed the kindness and hospitality that still

exist in many communities.

2. Other Travelers: He met other wanderers and drifters, each with their own
stories, contributing to a shared sense of adventure and exploration.

3. Cultural Figures: Jenkins encountered artists, musicians, and activists,
each leaving an imprint on his understanding of the American identity.

The Themes of the Journey

Throughout A Walk Across America, several prominent themes emerge, which
resonate with readers from all walks of life.



Connection to Nature

Jenkins’ journey emphasizes the importance of nature in human life. Walking
allowed him to appreciate the beauty and diversity of the American landscape.
He often describes the serenity of forests, the vastness of plains, and the
majesty of mountains, reinforcing the idea that nature is a source of
inspiration and reflection.

Community and Humanity

The book highlights the connections between people. Jenkins illustrates how
strangers often become friends, and how shared experiences can bridge
divides. His journey showcases the inherent goodness in humanity, as he
recounts numerous acts of kindness from the people he met along the way.

Self-Discovery and Growth

A central aspect of Jenkins' narrative is his personal growth. The physical

demands of walking thousands of miles mirrored his internal struggles. As he
faced challenges like fatigue, loneliness, and self-doubt, he emerged with a
deeper understanding of himself and his purpose in life.

Impact and Legacy

A Walk Across America has left a lasting impact on readers and the literary
world. The book has inspired countless individuals to seek their own
adventures and to explore the world around them.

Influence on Travel Literature

Jenkins' work is often credited with revitalizing the travel literature
genre. His authentic voice and vivid descriptions invite readers to not only
travel alongside him but to reflect on their own journeys—both physical and
metaphorical.

Encouragement for Exploration

The book encourages readers to step outside their comfort zones. Jenkins'
journey serves as a reminder of the beauty of exploration, whether through
travel or through personal introspection. His experiences inspire others to



embark on journeys of their own, fostering a sense of adventure and
curiosity.

Environmental Awareness

Jenkins' appreciation for nature throughout the book has contributed to a
growing awareness of environmental issues. His reflections on the landscapes
he traversed remind readers of the need to protect and cherish the natural
world.

Conclusion

Peter Jenkins: A Walk Across America is more than just a recounting of a
physical journey; it is a powerful exploration of the spirit of America and
the connections that bind us all. Through his encounters, reflections, and
personal growth, Jenkins captures the essence of a nation in a time of
change. His narrative resonates with anyone who has ever felt lost, and it
serves as a timeless reminder of the transformative power of travel and the
importance of community. Whether you are a seasoned traveler or someone
yearning for adventure, Jenkins' story invites you to lace up your boots and
embark on your own journey of discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'A Walk Across America’
by Peter Jenkins?

The main premise of 'A Walk Across America' is Peter Jenkins' journey as he
walks across the United States to discover the country's culture, people, and
landscapes while searching for a deeper understanding of himself and the
nation.

What inspired Peter Jenkins to undertake his walk
across America?

Peter Jenkins was inspired to undertake his walk after feeling disillusioned
with society and wanting to reconnect with America and its people, as well as
to explore his own identity and beliefs.

How long did it take Peter Jenkins to walk across



America?

It took Peter Jenkins approximately four years to walk across America,
covering over 3,500 miles from the East Coast to the West Coast.

What are some key themes explored in 'A Walk Across
America'?

Key themes in 'A Walk Across America' include self-discovery, the diversity
of American culture, the kindness of strangers, and the contrast between
urban and rural life.

What impact did 'A Walk Across America' have on
readers and American culture?

The book resonated with readers, inspiring many to explore their own
countries and communities, and it contributed to a wider interest in personal
journeys and adventure literature during the 1970s and beyond.

How does Peter Jenkins describe the people he meets
during his journey?
Peter Jenkins describes the people he meets as diverse and often generous,

highlighting their stories, hospitality, and how they reflect the broader
American experience.

What lessons does Peter Jenkins learn throughout his
journey in 'A Walk Across America'?

Throughout his journey, Peter Jenkins learns valuable lessons about
perseverance, the importance of human connections, the beauty of nature, and
the complexity of American identity.
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