
peter hitchens abolition of britain
Peter Hitchens' Abolition of Britain is a provocative exploration of the
sociopolitical landscape of the United Kingdom, penned by the British
journalist and author Peter Hitchens. In this work, Hitchens critiques the
gradual erosion of traditional British values and institutions, framing his
arguments around the idea that the very essence of Britain is under siege.
This article delves into Hitchens' central themes, his critique of modern
society, and the implications of his arguments for the future of Britain.

Introduction to Peter Hitchens

Peter Hitchens, born in 1951, is a prominent British journalist, author, and
commentator known for his contrarian views on a variety of topics, including
politics, religion, and societal norms. He is the younger brother of the late
Christopher Hitchens, a well-known intellectual and critic. Peter Hitchens
has carved out a niche for himself as a defender of traditional values and a
critic of contemporary liberalism. His writings often reflect a deep concern
for the moral and cultural fabric of British society.

Abolition of Britain: Overview and Themes

In "The Abolition of Britain," Hitchens articulates a sense of loss regarding
the country's identity and cultural heritage. The book is structured around
several key themes that illustrate his arguments:

1. The Disintegration of Traditional Values

Hitchens argues that the decline of traditional values—such as family,
religion, and patriotism—has led to a fragmented society. He posits that
these values have been replaced by a more transient and superficial culture,
marked by:

- Individualism: A focus on self-interest over community well-being.
- Materialism: An obsession with wealth and consumer goods, overshadowing
moral considerations.
- Relativism: The idea that all beliefs are equally valid, undermining
established norms and truths.

2. The Role of Government and Policy



The author critiques the role of government in fostering this decline. He
suggests that modern policies have contributed to the erosion of societal
structures:

- Welfare State: Hitchens argues that the welfare state has fostered
dependency rather than empowerment, weakening familial bonds and community
ties.
- Education System: The education system is seen as a tool for promoting
progressive ideology over traditional learning and values.
- Censorship and Political Correctness: Hitchens warns against the dangers of
censorship and the rise of political correctness, which he believes stifles
free speech and authentic discourse.

3. The Impact of Globalization

Hitchens is critical of globalization and its effects on British identity. He
contends that globalization has led to the dilution of national sovereignty
and cultural uniqueness. Key points include:

- Cultural Homogenization: The influx of foreign cultures and ideas often
overshadows local customs and practices, leading to a loss of
distinctiveness.
- Economic Disparities: Globalization can exacerbate economic inequalities,
creating a divide between the wealthy elite and the working class.

The Historical Context of Hitchens' Arguments

To understand Hitchens' perspective, it is essential to consider the
historical context in which he writes. The latter half of the 20th century
and the early 21st century have seen significant changes in British society,
including:

1. Post-War Transformation

The aftermath of World War II brought about substantial changes in Britain.
The establishment of the welfare state, the decline of the British Empire,
and the rise of multiculturalism reshaped the national landscape. Hitchens
argues that these changes, while often well-intentioned, have contributed to
a sense of dislocation and cultural loss.

2. The Rise of Liberalism

The liberal movement, which gained momentum in the 1960s, advocated for



greater personal freedoms and social justice. However, Hitchens contends that
the unchecked rise of liberalism has led to moral relativism and a rejection
of traditional ethics. He highlights the following:

- Sexual Revolution: The liberalization of sexual norms has contributed to
family breakdown and social instability.
- Immigration Policy: Hitchens argues that immigration policies have not only
altered the demographic makeup of Britain but have also led to tensions and a
sense of alienation among native populations.

Controversies Surrounding Hitchens' Views

Peter Hitchens is no stranger to controversy. His views often provoke strong
reactions, both in support and opposition. Some key areas of contention
include:

1. Critique of Liberalism

Many critics argue that Hitchens' staunch opposition to liberal values is
itself a form of intolerance. They contend that his vision of Britain is
exclusionary and fails to recognize the benefits of diversity and
multiculturalism.

2. Perspectives on Crime and Punishment

Hitchens advocates for a more punitive approach to crime, arguing that a lack
of discipline and strong moral guidance has led to rising crime rates.
Critics argue that this stance is overly simplistic and ignores deeper
societal issues such as poverty and inequality.

3. Views on Climate Change and Environmentalism

Hitchens has expressed skepticism about mainstream narratives surrounding
climate change, advocating for a more measured approach. This has led to
accusations of climate denial and a lack of concern for environmental issues.

The Future of Britain: Hitchens' Vision

In contemplating the future of Britain, Hitchens envisions a return to
traditional values and a recalibration of societal priorities. His proposed
solutions include:



1. Reinforcing Traditional Institutions

Hitchens believes that Britain should prioritize the reinforcement of
traditional institutions such as family, church, and community organizations.
He argues that these institutions are essential for fostering social
cohesion.

2. Reforming Education

He advocates for an education system that emphasizes classical learning and
moral education, rather than political indoctrination. Hitchens argues that a
return to rigorous academic standards will help cultivate informed and
ethically grounded citizens.

3. Embracing National Identity

Hitchens calls for a celebration of British culture and history, arguing that
a strong national identity is crucial for social unity. He believes that
embracing national pride can help counteract the fragmentation he perceives
in modern society.

Conclusion

Peter Hitchens' "The Abolition of Britain" serves as a stark warning against
the societal changes that he believes are undermining the foundations of
British culture. His arguments raise important questions about the direction
of modern society, the role of government, and the importance of preserving
traditional values. While his views may be controversial and divisive, they
undoubtedly provoke critical discourse on the future of Britain and the
values that will shape its identity in the years to come. As Britain
continues to navigate the complexities of the 21st century, Hitchens’
insights remain a significant contribution to the ongoing debate about the
nation’s identity and purpose.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main arguments presented by Peter
Hitchens in 'The Abolition of Britain'?
In 'The Abolition of Britain', Peter Hitchens argues that the cultural and
moral fabric of British society has been eroded since the 1960s due to



liberal policies, a decline in traditional values, and the rise of a
bureaucratic state. He critiques the loss of national identity and the impact
of multiculturalism on British society.

How does Hitchens perceive the impact of the 1960s
cultural revolution on Britain?
Hitchens views the 1960s cultural revolution as a turning point that led to
the dismantling of longstanding social norms and institutions. He believes it
fostered a permissive society that prioritized individualism over communal
responsibility, ultimately resulting in social decay.

What solutions does Peter Hitchens propose to
address the issues he identifies in 'The Abolition
of Britain'?
Hitchens proposes a return to traditional values, greater emphasis on
personal responsibility, and a reevaluation of government roles in society.
He advocates for a revival of national pride and identity, urging a
reconsideration of policies that promote multiculturalism without
integration.

How has 'The Abolition of Britain' been received by
critics and supporters?
The book has sparked polarized reactions; supporters appreciate Hitchens'
critique of modern Britain and his call for a return to traditional values,
while critics argue that his views are overly nostalgic and dismissive of the
benefits brought by multiculturalism and social progress.

What role does Hitchens attribute to the media in
the changes he describes in 'The Abolition of
Britain'?
Hitchens argues that the media plays a significant role in shaping public
opinion and culture, often promoting liberal ideologies that undermine
traditional values. He contends that the media has contributed to a climate
where dissenting voices are marginalized, reinforcing the cultural shifts he
critiques.
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