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Perry Mason Parents Guide: The iconic character of Perry Mason has captivated audiences for
decades, spanning from his origins in Erle Stanley Gardner's novels to various adaptations on screen.
As a fictional lawyer who specializes in defending the wrongly accused, Mason's stories are rich with
intrigue, drama, and moral dilemmas. However, as with any television series or film, it is essential to
consider the content before introducing it to younger viewers. This Perry Mason Parents Guide aims to
provide a comprehensive overview of the show's themes, content, and suitability for children and
young adults.

Overview of the Perry Mason Series

Perry Mason first emerged in the 1930s through a series of novels written by Erle Stanley Gardner.
The character gained widespread fame in the 1950s and 1960s with the television series starring
Raymond Burr. More recently, HBO revived the character in a new series that debuted in 2020,
featuring Matthew Rhys in the titular role.

Both adaptations of Perry Mason maintain the essence of the character—a brilliant defense attorney
who uses his sharp intellect to unravel complex cases and reveal the truth. However, the new series
presents a darker, grittier take on the character and his world, which may differ significantly in tone
and content from the classic series.

Content Themes

When evaluating the suitability of Perry Mason for younger audiences, it is crucial to consider the
themes explored within the series:

1. Legal Drama
- The show revolves around courtroom drama and legal battles.
- It presents themes of justice, morality, and the quest for truth.
- Viewers witness the complexities of the legal system and the challenges faced by defense attorneys.

2. Crime and Investigation
- Perry Mason investigates various crimes, often involving murder.
- The narrative includes elements of suspense and tension as mysteries unfold.
- The show may portray violence and crime scene investigations, which could be intense for some
viewers.



3. Ethical Dilemmas
- The series raises questions about right and wrong, ethics, and the law.
- Characters often face morally complex situations that invite critical thinking.
- The portrayal of justice may include instances of corruption or abuse of power.

Content Warnings

Understanding specific content that could be concerning for parents is essential when assessing
whether Perry Mason is appropriate for younger viewers.

1. Violence
- The show includes depictions of murder, both in flashbacks and as part of the storyline.
- Some episodes may feature graphic descriptions of violence or crime scenes.
- There may be tense confrontations that can be unsettling.

2. Language
- The dialogue includes adult language, which may not be suitable for children.
- The tone and context of language can vary between the classic and new adaptations.

3. Mature Themes
- The new HBO series delves into themes of trauma, betrayal, and loss.
- Characters grapple with personal demons, addiction, and psychological issues, which can be heavy
for younger audiences.
- The exploration of adult relationships and moral ambiguity may not be suitable for all age groups.

Age Recommendations

Determining the appropriate age for viewing Perry Mason requires careful consideration of the
content and individual maturity levels. Here are some general guidelines:

- Classic Perry Mason (1957-1966): Generally considered suitable for older children and teenagers
(ages 12 and up) due to its more subdued themes and less graphic content.
- HBO's Perry Mason (2020-present): Recommended for mature audiences, typically ages 16 and up,
due to its darker themes, violence, and adult language.

Discussion Points for Parents

Engaging in conversation with children about the show's themes can enhance their understanding



and critical thinking. Here are some discussion points parents might consider:

1. Understanding Justice: Discuss what justice means and how the legal system works. What are the
challenges in defending someone accused of a crime?
2. Moral Dilemmas: Explore the ethical decisions characters make. What would you do in a similar
situation?
3. Impact of Crime: Talk about the effects of crime on victims, families, and communities. How does
the show depict these consequences?
4. Character Development: Analyze the motivations of Perry Mason and other characters. What drives
them to seek the truth?

Alternatives to Perry Mason

If parents feel that Perry Mason may not be suitable for their children, there are alternative shows and
films that offer legal drama without the same level of intensity. Some recommendations include:

- Matlock: This series features a more lighthearted approach to legal drama, focusing on the character
of Ben Matlock, a defense attorney known for his folksy charm and keen investigative skills.
- Law & Order: Special Victims Unit: While this series does deal with serious themes, it may be more
appropriate for older teens due to its focus on crime-solving and justice.
- The Good Wife: This legal and political drama offers a more nuanced view of the legal profession,
with strong character development and moral questions.

Conclusion

The Perry Mason Parents Guide serves as a vital resource for parents considering introducing their
children to this iconic character and his stories. While the classic series may be suitable for older
children, the newer adaptation warrants a more cautious approach due to its mature themes and
intense content. Parents should weigh their child's maturity level, discuss the themes presented in the
show, and consider alternatives if necessary. Engaging in thoughtful conversations about justice,
ethics, and personal responsibility can help foster critical thinking and moral understanding in young
viewers. Ultimately, whether to allow children to watch Perry Mason will depend on individual family
values and the specific content being presented.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'Perry Mason' suitable for children?
The show contains mature themes and may not be suitable for younger audiences. Parental discretion
is advised.

What age group is 'Perry Mason' appropriate for?
'Perry Mason' is generally recommended for viewers aged 14 and older due to its complex themes



and occasional violence.

Are there any graphic scenes in 'Perry Mason'?
Yes, the series includes some graphic content related to crime scenes and legal drama, which might
be disturbing for some viewers.

Does 'Perry Mason' include strong language?
The show features instances of strong language, which may not be suitable for younger viewers.

Can parents watch 'Perry Mason' with their teenagers?
Yes, but parents should be prepared to discuss the mature themes and legal complexities presented
in the show.

Is there any nudity in 'Perry Mason'?
The series does include brief instances of nudity, which may warrant caution for younger viewers.

What themes are explored in 'Perry Mason'?
Themes of justice, morality, betrayal, and the intricacies of the legal system are central to the
storyline.

Are there any warning labels for 'Perry Mason'?
Yes, the show typically carries warnings for mature content, including violence and strong language.

How can parents prepare their kids to watch 'Perry Mason'?
Parents can watch the show first to gauge its appropriateness and discuss any themes or scenes that
may arise.

Is 'Perry Mason' based on true events?
While 'Perry Mason' is a fictional character created by Erle Stanley Gardner, the show often reflects
real legal dilemmas and societal issues.
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