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philip jenkins the lost history of christianity explores the overlooked and often misunderstood
narratives of Christian history beyond the Western-centric perspective. This comprehensive
examination reveals the rich and diverse experiences of Christianity across various continents,
especially in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, challenging traditional accounts that focus primarily on
Europe. Philip Jenkins meticulously uncovers the complexities and dynamics of early Christian
communities, their growth, decline, and resurgence in regions frequently neglected in mainstream
historical discourse. This article delves into the key themes, historical contexts, and significant
findings presented by Jenkins, highlighting the importance of recognizing the global dimensions of
Christian history. Readers will gain insights into how this expanded understanding reshapes
perceptions of Christianity’s past and its contemporary relevance. The following sections provide a
structured overview of Jenkins’ arguments and the broader implications of his work.
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Overview of Philip Jenkins and His Scholarship
Philip Jenkins is a distinguished historian and scholar specializing in religious studies, with a particular
focus on Christianity and its historical development. His academic work spans numerous facets of
Christian history, including its social, cultural, and geopolitical dimensions. Jenkins has authored
several influential books that challenge conventional narratives and encourage a more nuanced
appreciation of Christianity’s global past. His research methodology emphasizes extensive use of
archaeological evidence, historical texts, and interdisciplinary analysis to reconstruct overlooked
aspects of Christian history. Jenkins’ expertise positions him uniquely to critique Eurocentric
interpretations and advocate for a broader, inclusive historical framework.

Academic Background and Contributions
Jenkins earned his degrees in history and religious studies, bringing a scholarly rigor to his research
on Christianity. Over the years, he has contributed to both academic journals and popular
publications, bridging the gap between scholarly discourse and public understanding. His work often
highlights the intersection of religion with politics, culture, and society, providing a comprehensive
view of Christianity's evolution. Jenkins’ scholarship has significantly influenced contemporary



discussions on the global history of Christianity and religious pluralism.

Recognition and Impact
The scholarly community recognizes Jenkins for his innovative perspectives and thorough research.
His books have been widely cited and used in university courses, contributing to the reexamination of
Christian history curricula. Jenkins’ ability to synthesize complex historical data into accessible
narratives has expanded the audience for historical religious studies, making the lost histories of
Christianity more visible and appreciated.

The Core Premise of The Lost History of Christianity
The central thesis of Philip Jenkins’ The Lost History of Christianity is that the traditional narrative of
Christian history—dominated by Western Europe and the Roman Catholic Church—fails to account for
the vibrant and diverse Christian communities that flourished elsewhere. Jenkins argues that
Christianity’s growth and development took place significantly in regions such as Asia, Africa, and the
Middle East, where it experienced unique trajectories independent of European influence. This
overlooked history reveals that Christianity was never a monolithic or exclusively Western religion but
rather a global phenomenon with multiple centers of vitality.

Challenging Eurocentrism in Christian History
Jenkins critiques the Eurocentric framework that has shaped most historical accounts of Christianity.
By focusing predominantly on Europe, historians have neglected the significant Christian populations
and cultural contributions in other parts of the world. This oversight has led to misconceptions about
the religion’s origins, spread, and transformations. Jenkins’ work seeks to restore these lost narratives
and emphasize the multiplicity of Christian experiences.

Rediscovering Forgotten Christian Communities
The book uncovers numerous Christian communities that once thrived but later diminished or
vanished due to various historical forces such as persecution, migration, and geopolitical changes.
Jenkins highlights how these communities maintained distinctive practices and theological traditions,
enriching the broader Christian mosaic. This rediscovery is crucial for understanding Christianity’s
adaptability and resilience throughout history.

Christianity in Asia: Early Expansion and Challenges
Philip Jenkins sheds light on the significant presence of Christianity in Asia from its early years, a facet
often ignored in mainstream histories. Asia, including regions such as India, China, and Central Asia,
witnessed vibrant Christian communities that contributed to the religion’s diversity and expansion.
These communities faced unique challenges, including cultural integration, language barriers, and
competition with established religious traditions.



Early Christian Missions and Communities
Christianity reached Asia through various routes, including trade, migration, and missionary efforts.
The Church of the East, often referred to as the Nestorian Church, played a pivotal role in establishing
Christian centers in Persia, India, and China. These communities developed distinctive liturgical and
theological practices that differed from Western Christianity.

Obstacles to Growth and Decline
Despite early successes, Asian Christian communities confronted numerous obstacles. Political
instability, religious persecution, and the rise of Islam affected their stability and growth. Moreover,
the Mongol invasions and later the expansion of European colonial powers altered the religious
landscape, sometimes marginalizing indigenous Christian traditions.

Legacy and Modern Revival
Many of these ancient Christian communities survived in various forms and have experienced revival
in recent decades. Understanding this history enriches contemporary perspectives on Christianity in
Asia, highlighting its longstanding roots and ongoing presence.

Christianity in Africa: Ancient Roots and Modern
Growth
Africa presents a compelling dimension of Christianity’s lost history, with ancient Christian
communities predating European colonization. Jenkins emphasizes the historical significance of
African Christianity, particularly in regions like Egypt, Ethiopia, and North Africa, where Christian
traditions developed independently and influenced global Christianity.

Early African Christian Centers
North Africa was a crucial hub for early Christianity, producing influential theologians such as
Augustine of Hippo and Tertullian. The Coptic Church in Egypt and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
represent ancient Christian traditions that have persisted through centuries. These communities
contributed theological, liturgical, and cultural innovations that shaped Christianity broadly.

Colonial Impact and Decline
The arrival of European colonial powers disrupted indigenous Christian communities, often replacing
or overshadowing them with Western forms of Christianity. Despite this, African Christianity adapted
and incorporated local customs, resulting in unique expressions of faith. Jenkins highlights how
colonial history both challenged and transformed African Christian identities.



Contemporary Growth and Influence
In modern times, Africa has become one of the fastest-growing regions for Christianity worldwide. This
resurgence reflects both historical continuity and dynamic new movements. African Christianity’s
expansion has significant implications for the global Christian landscape, influencing theology,
worship styles, and church growth strategies.

The Middle East’s Christian Heritage and Its Decline
The Middle East is often regarded as the cradle of Christianity, yet its Christian population has
dramatically diminished over centuries. Philip Jenkins explores the historical flourishing of Christian
communities in this region and the complex factors that led to their decline. This examination reveals
the profound connection between Christianity and the Middle Eastern cultural and religious milieu.

Origins and Early Expansion
The Middle East was the birthplace of Christianity, with early Christian communities established in
Jerusalem, Antioch, and other key cities. These communities played foundational roles in shaping
Christian doctrine and practice. The region was home to diverse Christian sects and theological
schools, contributing to the religion’s intellectual richness.

Challenges Leading to Decline
Historical events such as the rise of Islam, invasions, and political upheavals significantly reduced the
Christian presence in the Middle East. Religious persecution and emigration further accelerated this
decline. Jenkins details how these factors disrupted longstanding Christian traditions and
communities.

Current Status and Preservation Efforts
Today, Middle Eastern Christians represent a minority, but the region still maintains important
Christian sites and communities. Efforts to preserve this heritage involve both local initiatives and
international support, recognizing the Middle East’s vital role in Christian history.

Implications for Contemporary Christian Understanding
Philip Jenkins’ The Lost History of Christianity invites a reevaluation of how Christianity’s past is
understood and taught. Recognizing the diverse and global nature of Christian history challenges
prevailing assumptions and enriches contemporary faith perspectives. This broader historical
awareness fosters greater appreciation for the plurality within Christianity and its multifaceted
heritage.



Reframing Christian Identity
Understanding Christianity’s lost histories encourages believers and scholars to embrace a more
inclusive and expansive identity. It highlights the contributions of non-Western Christians and
validates their experiences as integral to the faith’s development.

Influence on Modern Scholarship and Dialogue
Jenkins’ work has inspired further research and dialogue across disciplines, promoting intercultural
and interfaith understanding. This expanded historical perspective supports efforts toward Christian
unity and global cooperation.

Practical Applications for the Church
Church leaders and communities can draw on this history to inform mission strategies, theological
education, and cultural engagement. Embracing Christianity’s diverse past helps address
contemporary challenges and opportunities in a globalized world.

Philip Jenkins’ scholarly background and contributions

Critique of Eurocentric Christian history

Early Christianity’s presence in Asia and its challenges

Ancient African Christian traditions and modern growth

The Middle East as Christianity’s birthplace and its decline

Broader implications for modern Christian identity and scholarship

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Philip Jenkins, the author of 'The Lost History of
Christianity'?
Philip Jenkins is a distinguished historian and professor known for his work on early Christianity,
religious history, and global Christianity.

What is the main focus of Philip Jenkins' book 'The Lost
History of Christianity'?
The book explores the often overlooked history of Christianity outside the Western world, highlighting



the growth and diversity of the faith in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.

Why is 'The Lost History of Christianity' considered
important?
It challenges the Eurocentric narrative of Christian history by uncovering the rich and diverse
experiences of Christian communities worldwide, emphasizing their significant impact.

What regions does Philip Jenkins emphasize in 'The Lost
History of Christianity'?
Jenkins emphasizes regions like Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, showing how Christianity thrived
long before and beyond Europe.

How does 'The Lost History of Christianity' change our
understanding of Christian history?
The book broadens the perspective on Christian history, revealing that Christianity was a truly global
religion from its earliest days, not just a Western phenomenon.

Does Philip Jenkins address the decline of Christianity in the
Western world in his book?
Yes, Jenkins discusses the decline of Christianity in the West while contrasting it with the rapid growth
of Christianity in non-Western regions.

What sources does Philip Jenkins use in 'The Lost History of
Christianity'?
Jenkins uses a wide range of historical documents, archaeological findings, and contemporary
research to reconstruct the overlooked chapters of Christian history.

Who would benefit from reading 'The Lost History of
Christianity'?
Historians, theologians, students of religion, and anyone interested in a more comprehensive and
global understanding of Christian history would find this book valuable.

Additional Resources
1. The Lost History of Christianity: The Thousand-Year Golden Age of the Church in the Middle East,
Africa, and Asia—and How It Died by Philip Jenkins
This is the seminal work by Philip Jenkins that explores the largely forgotten history of Christianity
beyond the Western world. Jenkins uncovers the vibrant Christian communities that flourished in the
Middle East, Africa, and Asia for centuries. The book challenges the Eurocentric narrative by revealing



how these churches shaped global Christianity before their decline.

2. Christianity in the Middle East: Studies in Modern History, Theology, and Politics by Anthony
O'Mahony and Emma Loosley
This collection of essays investigates the historical and contemporary experiences of Christian
communities in the Middle East. It covers theological developments, social challenges, and the
political context in which these communities exist. The book complements Jenkins’ focus on Eastern
Christianity by providing modern perspectives.

3. The Eastern Churches: Concise Histories with Chronological Checklists of Their Primates by Michael
Burgess
Burgess provides an accessible overview of the history and development of Eastern Christian
churches, including the Coptic, Syriac, and Armenian traditions. The book includes detailed
chronologies and leadership successions, making it a useful reference. It offers insight into the
diversity and complexity of Christianity outside the Western tradition.

4. A History of Christianity in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 1450-1990 by Adrian Hastings
This comprehensive history traces the expansion and transformation of Christianity in the global
south from the late Middle Ages to the modern era. Hastings explores missionary movements,
indigenous adaptations, and colonial impacts across continents. The book broadens understanding of
Christianity’s global dimensions, resonating with themes in Jenkins’ work.

5. Christianity and African Culture: Essays in Honour of Adrian Hastings edited by Terence Ranger and
David Maxwell
This collection honors Adrian Hastings’ contributions by examining the intersection of Christianity and
African cultural traditions. The essays delve into how Christianity was integrated, resisted, and
reshaped by African societies. It provides valuable context for understanding Christianity’s diverse
expressions outside Europe.

6. The Orthodox Church: An Introduction to its History, Doctrine, and Spiritual Culture by John Anthony
McGuckin
McGuckin’s book is a detailed introduction to the history and theology of the Eastern Orthodox
Church. It highlights the spiritual richness and historical development of one of Christianity’s major
branches, often overlooked in Western narratives. This work complements Jenkins’ exploration of
Christianity’s broader history.

7. The Syriac World edited by Daniel King and Sebastian Brock
This volume offers an in-depth look at the Syriac Christian tradition, including its history, literature,
and cultural influence. It presents contributions from leading scholars, emphasizing the importance of
Syriac Christianity in the early and medieval periods. The book provides essential background to the
communities Jenkins discusses.

8. Christianity in Asia: Sacred Art and Visual Splendour by Susan Whitfield
Focusing on the artistic expressions of Christianity across Asia, this book showcases how Christian
beliefs were visually represented and adapted in various Asian cultures. Whitfield covers art from
ancient times to the present, highlighting the syncretic nature of Asian Christian traditions. It
enhances understanding of Christianity’s cultural diversity.

9. The Cambridge History of Christianity, Volume 5: Eastern Christianity edited by Michael Angold
This volume from the prestigious Cambridge History series offers a scholarly survey of Eastern
Christianity from its origins to the modern era. It covers theological, historical, and cultural



developments across the Eastern Christian world. The book is a comprehensive resource for readers
interested in the areas explored by Jenkins in his lost history narrative.
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