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philip jenkins the next christendom is a seminal work that explores the shifting dynamics of global

Christianity in the 21st century. This comprehensive analysis delves into how Christianity is

experiencing a significant transformation, moving away from its traditional strongholds in the West to

new centers of growth in the Global South. Philip Jenkins, a renowned scholar of religious studies,

offers an in-depth examination of demographic trends, cultural shifts, and theological developments

that characterize this emerging “Next Christendom.” The book challenges conventional perspectives

on Christianity's future by highlighting the rise of vibrant Christian communities in Africa, Latin America,

and Asia. This article provides an overview of Jenkins’ key arguments, the implications for global

Christianity, and the broader religious landscape. The following sections will discuss the historical

context, demographic changes, theological shifts, and the impact of this transformation on the global

stage.

Historical Context of Philip Jenkins' The Next Christendom

Demographic Shifts in Global Christianity

Theological and Cultural Transformations

Impact on the Global Religious Landscape

Critiques and Scholarly Responses



Historical Context of Philip Jenkins' The Next Christendom

The foundation of Philip Jenkins’ thesis in The Next Christendom is rooted in the historical trajectory of

Christianity from its origins to its current global distribution. Traditionally, Christianity has been

predominantly associated with Europe and North America, regions often referred to as the “Christian

West.” Jenkins traces how colonialism, missionary efforts, and historical developments led to the

widespread establishment of Christian communities worldwide. However, the book emphasizes that the

20th and 21st centuries have witnessed a reversal in this pattern, with Christianity flourishing in

previously marginalized regions.

From Eurocentrism to Global Christianity

Jenkins highlights the shift from a Eurocentric Christian world to a global one, identifying the decline of

Christianity in Europe and North America contrasted with explosive growth in Africa, Latin America,

and parts of Asia. This transformation marks a fundamental redefinition of Christianity’s geographic

and cultural identity. The historical context provided by Jenkins is crucial for understanding how these

contemporary changes emerged from centuries of religious, social, and political developments.

Missionary Movements and Their Legacy

Missionary activities in the 19th and early 20th centuries laid the groundwork for the expansion of

Christianity beyond Western borders. Jenkins acknowledges the complex legacy of these missions,

which not only spread Christian beliefs but also interacted with indigenous cultures in diverse ways.

The historical context of missionary influence helps explain the distinct expressions of Christianity now

found in the Global South.



Demographic Shifts in Global Christianity

A central theme in Philip Jenkins the Next Christendom is the dramatic demographic shift that has

redefined the Christian population worldwide. Jenkins presents compelling data showing that the

majority of Christians now live in the Global South. This demographic realignment has significant

implications for the future of Christianity in terms of growth, practice, and influence.

Growth in Africa, Latin America, and Asia

Jenkins documents the rapid increase in Christian adherents in Africa, Latin America, and Asia, driven

by high birth rates, conversions, and vibrant evangelical movements. Africa, in particular, stands out as

a continent where Christianity is expanding at an unprecedented pace, with millions of new believers

each year. Latin America, historically Catholic, has also seen shifts toward Pentecostal and evangelical

forms of Christianity. Asia’s Christian population, though smaller, is growing due to both missionary

activity and indigenous movements.

Decline in the Western World

Conversely, Jenkins notes a decline or stagnation in Christian affiliation across Europe and parts of

North America. Secularization, religious disaffiliation, and changing cultural attitudes contribute to this

trend. This demographic contrast underscores the transition toward a “Next Christendom” dominated

by non-Western Christians.

High birth rates in Global South nations

Conversion trends favoring evangelical and Pentecostal churches



Urbanization and social changes promoting Christian growth

Secularization and religious decline in Western societies

Theological and Cultural Transformations

Philip Jenkins explores not only the demographic but also the theological and cultural transformations

accompanying the rise of the Next Christendom. These changes reflect the diverse contexts in which

Christianity now thrives, leading to new expressions of faith and practice.

Emergence of Indigenous Theologies

As Christianity becomes increasingly rooted in African, Latin American, and Asian contexts, indigenous

theologies have emerged that reinterpret Christian doctrine through local cultural lenses. Jenkins

discusses how these contextual theologies address social issues, incorporate traditional beliefs, and

emphasize communal and experiential aspects of faith.

Rise of Pentecostalism and Charismatic Movements

The growth of Pentecostal and charismatic Christianity is a hallmark of the Next Christendom. Jenkins

highlights how these movements, characterized by vibrant worship, emphasis on the Holy Spirit, and

personal transformation, have attracted millions, particularly in the Global South. This theological shift

has challenged traditional denominational boundaries and contributed to the dynamic nature of modern

Christianity.



Impact on the Global Religious Landscape

The shift described in Philip Jenkins the Next Christendom has profound implications for global

religion, geopolitics, and interfaith relations. The changing geography of Christianity affects religious

authority, cultural influence, and international relations.

Changing Centers of Christian Authority

With the demographic shift, centers of Christian authority and leadership are also relocating. African,

Latin American, and Asian churches increasingly influence global Christian discourse, theological

development, and missionary strategies. Jenkins points out that this decentralization challenges the

dominance of Western churches and fosters a more pluralistic Christian world.

Interfaith Dynamics and Global Politics

The Next Christendom also impacts interfaith relationships, especially in regions where Christians

coexist with Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and other religious groups. Jenkins examines how the growth

of Christianity in these contexts affects religious dialogue, conflict, and cooperation. Additionally, the

political influence of Christian communities in emerging nations is reshaping global geopolitics.

Critiques and Scholarly Responses

Philip Jenkins’ thesis in The Next Christendom has sparked considerable academic discussion and

critique. Scholars have engaged with his data, interpretations, and projections, enriching the discourse

on global Christianity.



Support for Jenkins’ Demographic Analysis

Many scholars affirm Jenkins’ demographic findings, acknowledging the undeniable growth of

Christianity in the Global South. His work is praised for highlighting overlooked trends and challenging

Eurocentric perspectives.

Criticisms and Alternative Views

Some critiques focus on Jenkins’ optimistic projections and question whether the growth in the Global

South will sustain long-term dominance. Others argue for more nuanced consideration of internal

diversity within non-Western Christianity and caution against overgeneralization. These scholarly

debates contribute to a more complex understanding of the Next Christendom phenomenon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Philip Jenkins' book 'The Next

Christendom'?

Philip Jenkins argues that Christianity is undergoing a significant demographic shift from the West to

the Global South, particularly Africa, Asia, and Latin America, which will reshape the future of the

religion.

How does 'The Next Christendom' challenge traditional views of

Christianity?

The book challenges the traditional Eurocentric view of Christianity by highlighting the growth of

Christian populations in non-Western regions, suggesting that Christianity is becoming a predominantly



Southern religion.

What factors contribute to the growth of Christianity in the Global

South according to Jenkins?

Jenkins points to factors such as high birth rates, religious conversions, vibrant local practices, and

social and political contexts that favor the expansion of Christianity in these regions.

How does 'The Next Christendom' address the impact of this shift on

global Christianity?

The book discusses how the shift will influence theological perspectives, church leadership, cultural

expressions of faith, and the global power dynamics within Christianity.

What implications does Philip Jenkins suggest this demographic shift

has for Western churches?

Jenkins suggests that Western churches may face decline in membership and influence, and will need

to engage with and learn from the diverse expressions of Christianity emerging in the Global South.

Additional Resources

1. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity by Philip Jenkins

This seminal work by Philip Jenkins explores the dramatic shift in Christianity’s demographic center

from the West to the Global South. Jenkins analyzes the growth of Christianity in Africa, Asia, and

Latin America, challenging traditional Western-centric views of the faith. The book provides insights

into how this transformation impacts global religious, social, and political landscapes.

2. Christianity in the Global South: New Directions and Emerging Challenges by Andrew Walls and

Cathy Ross

This collection of essays examines the rapid expansion of Christianity in the Global South and its



implications for theology, mission, and church practice. The contributors explore cultural adaptation,

indigenous leadership, and the challenges faced by churches in diverse contexts. It complements

Jenkins’ analysis by offering a broader scholarly perspective on global Christianity.

3. The Rise of Christianity in Africa: A New Chapter by Lamin Sanneh

Sanneh investigates the historical and contemporary growth of Christianity in Africa, emphasizing its

indigenous expressions and theological contributions. The book highlights how African Christianity is

reshaping the global Christian landscape. It provides a nuanced understanding of African religious

dynamics in line with themes from Jenkins’ work.

4. God's Continent: Christianity, Islam, and Europe's Religious Crisis by Philip Jenkins

In this book, Jenkins addresses the religious shifts occurring in Europe, including secularization and

the rise of Islam alongside Christianity. He explores how these trends contrast with the growth of

Christianity elsewhere in the world. The work offers a complementary view to The Next Christendom

by focusing on Christianity’s challenges in the West.

5. Global Pentecostalism: The New Face of Christian Social Engagement by Donald E. Miller and

Tetsunao Yamamori

This book delves into the explosive growth of Pentecostalism, particularly in the Global South, and its

social and political implications. The authors analyze how Pentecostal movements contribute to

community development and social change. Their findings align with Jenkins’ observations about

dynamic new forms of Christianity.

6. Christianity and the Globalization of Religion by Peter Beyer

Beyer explores how globalization affects religious traditions, with a significant focus on Christianity’s

expansion worldwide. The book discusses cultural exchanges, religious pluralism, and the ways

Christianity adapts in global contexts. It provides a theoretical framework that complements the

demographic focus of Jenkins’ The Next Christendom.

7. Emerging Churches: Creating Christian Community in Postmodern Cultures by Eddie Gibbs and

Ryan K. Bolger



This work examines new Christian movements emerging primarily in Western societies but influenced

by global trends in Christianity. It discusses how churches are adapting to postmodern cultural shifts

and the influence of global Christian practices. The book offers insights into the evolving nature of

Christian identity, relevant to Jenkins’ broader themes.

8. Faith on the Move: Pentecostalism and the Transnationalization of Religion by Allan Anderson

Anderson studies the transnational spread of Pentecostalism and its role in shaping global Christianity.

The book highlights migration, media, and networks as key factors in the religion’s expansion. It

provides a detailed look at one of the fastest-growing segments of global Christianity, echoing themes

in Jenkins’ work.

9. The Globalization of Christianity by Thomas J. Csordas

Csordas offers an anthropological perspective on the globalization of Christianity, focusing on cultural

transformations and religious experiences. The book investigates how Christianity adapts and thrives in

diverse cultural settings worldwide. It enriches the discussion initiated by Jenkins by emphasizing lived

religion and cultural context.
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